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SYNOPSIS OF SCENES & SUMMARY
ACT I

Scene 1 - Zangler’s Shop
D Zangler, a rambling proprietor of a classy grocery store plans to wed Madame Knorr, the proprietor of 

a woman’s hat shop in Vienna.
D He arranges for his niece Marie to be sent to his sister-in-law, Fraulein Blumenblatt’s to protect her 

from being courted by the seemingly poor but soon-to-be-rich Sonders.
0 He hires a new personal servant Melchior to assist him in running errands about Vienna. Melchior ' 

insists he dine with his fiance at the Imperial Gardens Cafe.
D Meanwhile, Zangler also entrusts his assistant manager Weinberl and apprentice Christopher to take 

charge of the shop while he is away in Vienna.
° Weinberl and Christopher decide to set off for Vienna and have one final fling, “on the razzle.”

Scene 2 - Streets of Vienna 
0 Upon entering the town, they discover a parade is occurring.
° Zangler is seen wandering the streets and almost spots Weinberl and Christopher, who know being 

spotted will cost them their jobs.

Scene 3—Outside Madame Knorr’s Shop
D Outside the shop, Weinberl and Christopher hear Zangler again coming towards them. They run into 

the shop and blend in with the mannequins
0 Melchior stops Zangler from entering the shop by convincing him that he has spotted Sonders and

Marie.

Scene 4 - Inside Madame Knorr’s Shop 
° Inside the shop, Weinberl and Christopher are discovered by Philippine.
° Weinberl declares unwittingly he is the husband of Madame Knorr’s best friend, Frau Fischer.
D Fraulein Fischer and Madame Knorr soon enter and find his story rather curious, as well as his

dashing good looks.
° Fraulein Fischer decides that her new husband has invited the quartet to dinner at the Imperial 

Gardens Cafe.
There will be a 15 Minute Intermission - Punch and Cookies will be sold in the commons,

ACT II

Scene I - The Imperial Gardens Cafe
D Zangler and Melchior suspect Sonders and Marie are going to enter the Imperial Gardens Cafe.
D The Coachman is spotted outside the restaurant. Zangler bribes him to transport Sonders and Marie

to Frau Blumenblatt’s house in order to catch them.
° Madame Knorr, Fraulein Fischer, Weinberl, and Christopher arrive at their table.
0 As dinner progresses, the ladies soon dislike Weinberl and pray that he disappears.
° With Zangler’s new arrival, a screen is placed to separate the Weinberl table from the Zangler table.

Weinberl and Christopher make a great escape from the restaurant.
° After the screen is removed, Zangler is reunited with his fiance, and catches Sonders and Marie who

are in the restaurant.
Scene 2 - Fraulein Blumenblatt’s House

° Fraulein Blumenblatt and Lisette’s evening is interrupted by a constable, Christopher and Weinberl.
They are mistaken as Sonders and Marie.

° Fraulein Blumenblatt supports the “young couple,” and wishes to see them wed.
° Melchior enters to describe the restaurant situation to Fraulein Blumenblatt.
0 Soon, Weinberl and Christopher try to escape, until Sonders enters calling himself Herr Weinberl.
° Melchior realizes their false identities, but is thought a fraud.
0 Before Blumenblatt can have him taken away, Zangler and party enter, giving Christopher, Weinberl, ! 

and Sonders a chance to escape.
° When Zangler finds out that Weinberl has been in the house, he rushes pursue him.
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A NOTE FROM THE PLAYWRIGHT_________________________________________________________
the Kazzlc is an adaptation erf Einen Fux will er sich machen by Johann Nestroy (1801-62), who 

flourished as a comic actor and playwright in Vienna during the 1840s and ‘50s. Nestroy wrote eight-odd 

plays, a handful of which are still regularly performed in that city, while thirty or forty others have had at 
least one revival in the German-speaking theatre since the Second World War. It is still as Viennese writing 
for Viennese that his fame survives, for his eccentric way with language and his immersion in Viennese 
dialect gives partial truth to the assertion of one critic that Nestroy is ‘untranslatable, even into German.

This text is not, and could not be, labeled ‘a translation'. All the main characters and most of the plot 
come from Nestroy but almost none of the dialogue attempts to offer a translation of what Nestroy wrote. My 
method might be compared to cross-country hiking with map and compass, where one takes a bearing on the 
next landmark and picks one's own way towards it.

Ncstroy’s way was satirical and verbally outrageous and often turned on a local reference. He also 
liked to include comic songs between scenes. On the Razzle makes no use of dialect, ignores period flavour in 
dialogue, and has no songs. It is still set in Vienna (though about fifty years later than Einen Fuk) but not 
essentially so. The two essentials which this play takes from the original are, firstly, the almost mythic tale of 
two country mice escaping to town for a day of illicit freedom, adventure, mishap and narrow escapes from 
discovery; and, secondly, the prime concern to make the tale as comic an entertainment as possible.

Having no German I am indebted to Neville and Stephen Plaice who prepared a close literal 
translation for me at the request of the National Theatre (and who suggested the title). To Peter Wood, who 
directed the National Theatre production, is owed the idea of bringing a new version of Z’/bc// ///.v from the 
Danube to the South Bank.

I say ‘new’ version because there is already a celebrated old one, Thornton Wilder’s 77zc Matchmaker.
It is not widely known - I didn’t know it myself - that Wilder’s play and (hence Hello, Dolly!as well) is an 
adaptation of Einen Fux When I discovered this I turned to other Nestroy plays thinking that perhaps in 
bringing a play from this almost unknown comic master into the English theatre 1 should take a path less 
famously trod, but I soon returned to 7)/.v (its title contracting as affection grew). Firstly, this was the play 
which Peter Wood most wanted to do, attracted by the mythic quality mentioned above. Secondly, Wilder’s 
temperament, which serves The Matchmaker so well, made gentler and more dignified use of the original 
than 1 intended, while, furthermore, his adaptation of the plot was rather more free than anything I had in 
mind. FOr example Dolly Levi, the matchmaker of the title, is Wilder’s own invention.

So 1 offer myself the hope that the differences between the two are at least as great as the similarities, 
and that On the Razzle, if not an absolutely essential addition to the canon of adaptations in English from 
Einen flue wilier sich machen, is at least a welcome one.

-TOM STOPPARD
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