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All Aboard!
Come take a trip through the past of your ancestors.
See what they saw. Hear what they did. Find how
they built a life and community here in Livingston,
Illinois.
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Where We Are . . .
Everyone wants to know where they come from. This book serves to help those who came or
will come from Livingston, Illinois. Below are the geographic and demographic information
of their roots. The remainder of the book contains historical information as well as
memories of life in this small town.
The following information gleaned from the United States Census of 2000.
Livingston is a village located in Madison County, Illinois. As of the 2000 census, the village had a total
population of 825.

Geography
Livingston is located at 38°58'2" North, 89°45'45" West (38.967301, -89.762450).
According to the United States Census Bureau, the village has a total area of 2.8 km (1.1 mi). 2.7 km (1.1
mi) of it is land and 0.93% is water.

Demographics
As of the census of 2000, there are 825 people, 367 households, and 237 families residing in the village.
The population density is 300.5/km (777.5/mi). There are 396 housing units at an average density of 144.2/
km (373.2/mi). The racial makeup of the village is 98.91% White, 0.00% African American, 0.00% Native
American, 0.24% Asian, 0.00% Pacific Islander, 0.00% from other races, and 0.85% from two or more
races. 0.24% of the population are Hispanic or Latino of any race.
There are 367 households out of which 27.2% have children under the age of 18 living with them, 49.9%
are married couples living together, 9.3% have a female householder with no husband present, and 35.4%
are non-families. 31.9% of all households are made up of individuals and 15.8% have someone living alone
who is 65 years of age or older. The average household size is 2.25 and the average family size is 2.81.
In the village the population is spread out with 23.3% under the age of 18, 7.0% from 18 to 24, 30.5% from
25 to 44, 19.6% from 45 to 64, and 19.5% who are 65 years of age or older. The median age is 38 years. For
every 100 females there are 101.7 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there are 96.0 males.
The median income for a household in the village is $37,083, and the median income for a family is
$41,563. Males have a median income of $34,444 versus $19,271 for females. The per capita income for
the village is $16,291. 9.1% of the population and 7.8% of families are below the poverty line. Out of the
total people living in poverty, 7.6% are under the age of 18 and 6.8% are 65 or older.
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FROM WHENCE WE CAME . . .
Livingston, Illinois, is located in the northeastern edge of Madison County, just about halfway between
Springfield, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri. You can find it by driving down Interstate 55, taking Exit 37
and turning west, passing up corn and soybean fields along the way in the summer and early autumn
months.
A drive into the rural town with a current population sign of 850, presents a picture of what would
be considered a bedroom community. The silver water tower near the heart of the village is the town’s tallest feature. Many of the older homes have been remodeled, and sit on good-sized lots—space enough for
children to play outside in their own yards without having their balls, bats and jump ropes creep into a busy
street, as is common in many modern subdivisions in suburbia. The downtown “business district” consists
of about an entire block and a half, and a few other businesses dot the frontage road and street coming off
the interstate. There are no stop lights, unless the red ones that flash when a train crosses the main street can
be considered in this category. The entire length of Livingston is less than 20 blocks long.
But the picture painted of Livingston today is vastly different from what the town looked like in
1905 when it became incorporated. Originally mostly farmland, the village sprang up around the New
Staunton Coal Company, which was sunk in 1904. Railroad tracks ran parallel to the mine site, providing
an easy means of shipment for the coal after the mule-drawn cars deposited it to the cages.
The mine and its prospect of employment attracted an influx of residents to the community, anxious
for steady work. Many of those who came were immigrants who spoke little or no English, but whose native tongues were Lithuanian, Slavik, Russian, German, Greek, Hungarian, Italian, Spanish, French and
Turkish, to name a few. The swell of newcomers was so great that some Livingston residents would wait
for a train to come into town and flag down those who spoke the same language as they did. Sometimes, the
only form of identification these new arrivals would have would be a tag with their names on it pinned to
their coats. The Livingston residents would then take the latest arrival home and “foster” him for a while,
providing him a warm bed and food until he could get established. It was not uncommon for many families
to take in boarders, and some tales recount that the beds would be full around the clock, with a miner working the late shift occupying a mattress during the day while his counterpart working days would bunk there
for the night.
Some of the new arrivals also settled into a part of town known to this day as “The Patch.” This
area, located on present Sara Street, was a few hundred feet from the mine across the railroad tracks. Many
of the homes were small and cramped, but they provided housing for the “patchwork” of nationalities represented there. Later, when some of the miners accumulated funds, they would move into the “company”
houses owned by the mine along current-day South First, South Second and South Third Streets. Many of
these homes were built from lumber recycled from the 1904 World’s Fair in St. Louis.
The prosperity of the mine brought many shirttail businesses to the community, and its population
swelled to more than 2,000. The mine had its own company store, in which a tab would be ran and payment
deducted from the miner’s pay. Neighborhood grocery stores—some more like general stores-- sprung up
all over town, sometimes occupying the front part of a person’s home with living quarters in the back. Businesses in town included bakeries, butcher shops, drug stores, hotels, shoe stores, furniture and hardware
stores, automobile dealerships and gas stations/garages. There was even a dance hall and two theaters in
town, and a horse racing track just east of it. But by far the most common business was the tavern. Hardworking miners--more than 700 of them when coal production was at its peak—built up a hearty thirst.
Some accounts estimate there were up to 30 taverns operating at the same time in Livingston during this
time.
And Livingston was not without its ties to some great names. The story is still told that during the
Prohibition era Al Capone himself would come down near Livingston and hide out when necessary. The
area west of town was known as “The Dirty Dozen,” and stories of a distillery on site and an underground
tunnel in the area are still circulated. And Charles Lindbergh landed on the Rosenthal Farm between
Livingston and New Douglas in 1925 when his plane was experiencing engine trouble. The family put him
4

up for the night, nourishing him with good, home cooking, before Livingston resident “Bike” Coalson and a
couple of others got the plane up and running again. After that, Lindbergh would stop by periodically and
visit, always being invited to dinner and offering plane rides to his friends in the area. And for a time
Livingston claimed its piece of “The Mother Road” when Route 66 went through the village between the
years of 1940-1977.
We, the members of the Livingston Centennial Committee, invite you now to take a trip down memory
lane and uncover the interesting history of this little town. We’ll bet you’ll be glad you did.

Coal truck making delivery to
then Livingston Bank now post
office. Coal chute still exists in
the sidewalk in front of building.
This truck was the property of
Arthur “Bike” Coalson, Sr.
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Olive Township
Olive Township is located in the northern part of Madison County. Its boundaries include Macoupin
County on the north, New Douglas on the east, while on the south it touches Alhambra Township, and on
the west Omphghent Township.
For three quarters of a century, Olive Township was considered strictly an agricultural community and
included the surrounding area farms. Its inhabitants led a simple life, content with raising bountiful crops
of staple products such as corn and beans, and also raised animals that benefited the farm. They also
seemed to have large families. If you dig deep, you can see that although they had large families, the families lost quite a few of the children to illnesses of one kind or another. These people were warm congenial
people and were always willing to help their next-door neighbor. They were totally unmindful that below
the surface of their land lay great wealth in the form of vast quantities of coal. This coal proved to be a big
asset for the town, as the news of the coal mine brought many to settle down here.
There were quite a few settlers in Olive Township before it was elevated to township status. When the
people traveled to this area, they knew nothing about township lines. They just wanted to find some place
to settle down, live a quiet existence and raise their families. Some of the first settlers were: Abram Carlock, John Hoxsey and John Herrington, 1817; Samuel Voyles, David Hendershott, James Street, James S.
Breath, 1818; James Keown, Thomas Kimmett, Samuel McKittrick, Wiley Smart, 1819; Isham Vincent,
1820; W. H. Keown, 1824; John and Andrew Keown, Thomas Porter Keown, 1825; Tobias Reeves, Joel
H. Olive, 1828; Robert Keown, Joel Ricks, 1829; John A. Wall, 1830; Robert Y. Voyles, 1831; Jarrett
Cudd, 1832; Abel Olive, 1833; James Olive, John Coleson, 1834; Rev. Peter Long and Elisha Sackett were
other early settlers.
Wm. Jones, James Street, and Thomas Ray were pioneer preachers in the township. As the number of
settlers increased so did the number of children, there developed a need to have a school for these children.
According to the 1882 book of Madison County History, the first school was taught in an abandoned cabin
in Section 34 on the west side of Silver Creek. (If you look at a map of the region, this section is located in
the southern part of Olive Township.) This school was taught by Matilda Thompson, who is believed to be
the first teacher in Madison County, Olive Township. We can find no further record of her.
The first cemetery was located at the Wm. Olive farm in Section 34. Most area residents now know
this cemetery as the Olive Cemetery. The first interment was that of George W. Olive, son of Abel Olive.
A Christian church was constructed in Section 34 in 1862. It was located along the present Alhambra – Livingston Road about 2 ½ miles south of Livingston. A Lutheran Church was built in 1870 and located in Section 18, ½ mile west of Route 4 on what is presently DeCamp Road.
Prior to the adoption of township organization in 1876, Olive Township was split in two, the east part
being known as Silver Creek Precinct and the west part as Worden. When the township became a congressional township, the township had to have a name. The name OLIVE was chosen in honor of the family
who lived for many years in the township.
At one time there were busy railroads traveling through Olive Township. They were the Wabash, and
Litchfield and Madison (L&M). Both were located in the northwest corner of the township. The Big Four
Cut-Off, and the Chicago and Eastern Illinois railroads used the same tracks and traveled through
Livingston.
The first mine sunk in Olive Township was Henry Voge Mine sunk in 1896 and sold to Mt. Olive and
Staunton Coal Company in 1898. It was called their #1 mine and was located along the Litchfield and
Madison railroad tracks about two miles west of present day Williamson. It was the best producer of coal
in Madison County from 1900 through 1903. It was closed in 1923.
The second mine sunk in the township was De Camp Coal Mining Company Mine #1 in 1903. It was
located about three miles south of Staunton along the present day Route 4. It was closed in 1914.
In February 1904, coal was found in Olive Township where Williamson is today. This was the second
mine for the Mt. Olive and Staunton Coal Company. Called #2 it was the top producer in Madison County
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in 1906-1907, 1920-1928, and 1931-1950. It was closed in 1957.
New Staunton Coal Company was sunk in 1904 and produced coal for shipping in 1906. This company led Madison County in production in 1908-1919.
In a fifty year period an Olive Township mine was the leader in Madison County coal production except for the years 1904, 1905, 1929, and 1930.
Many years ago a burg called Bennettville was found near the location of present day Livingston. A
cane and grist mill and a blacksmith and woodworking shop was run by William Bennett. When they
drilled for coal, people scoffed at a town being
built on the prairie.
Olive Township had three villages: De
Camp, Williamson and Livingston. De Camp didn’t last very long as the mine closed in 1914.
The township at one time had five country
schools – Pisgah, Pleasant Hill, Hazel Dell, Spangle and Moultenville – along with the schools in
Livingston and Williamson. In the late forties the
country schools closed with Pleasant Hill coming
to Livingston and Hazel Dell, Spangle and
Moultenville going to Staunton. Williamson
joined Livingston in the late 1950s.

James Olive
Squire James Olive, one of the members of the Olive family who donated land for the Olive Cemetery
and for whom Olive Township was named, was born June 4, 1817 in Trigg County, Kentucky. He was the
youngest of thirteen children born to Abel and Elizabeth Olive. For some years he was a tailor in Edwardsville and Alton. Subsequently he studied medicine and set up his own medical practice in Staunton. His
brother John Olive was one of the early settlers, but resided in Olive Township only a short time.
In 1833, James Olive followed his brother John to Alton. As a boy of sixteen years, James arrived in
Alton with only good health and a fifty-cent piece. He worked for $6.00 per month cutting timber for farmers who used the wood for fence posts. The following spring, 1834, he came to Olive Township. After a
couple of years, he married Mrs. Linda Tabor who had a forty-acre tract of unimproved land. After his
marriage, he began farming on his wife’s land in Section 22, where he lived until 1845 or 46. They then
sold their home and moved north of Nauvoo, Illinois. They resided there until the Mormon problems at
which time they returned to Madison County and bought nephew Jesse Olive’s place.
Linda Olive passed away in April 1864. The following November, James married Mrs. Mary Shumate.
As a successful farmer, James Olive raised a large family. He was the father of the following children born
to his first wife: Mrs. Mary Kienle, Mrs. Martha Kinnikin, Henry, James, Sarah, Margaret, Thomas and another infant The following children were born to his second wife: Mrs. Lily Olive Livingston, Mrs. Pearl
Camp, Mrs. Nora Francey, E.M., John and Jesse Olive. Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Francey lived on the homestead
in Olive Township for many years.
James Olive served as Justice of the Peace and Township Supervisor. He also was the township treasurer of the schools from the time the free school system was established continuing for a period of fortyfour years. This was the longest service of any man in the township. He retired in 1896.
At one time, James accumulated 1,400 acres of prime land. He gave this land to his children at annual
birthday family reunions before his death in 1902. He was buried in Olive Cemetery.
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Memories of Farming
By Bill Sievers

Over the years, farming has become very different. Getting the ground ready for planting previously
took a lot of time and energy, even if it was a few acres. Farming went from horses and a walking plow to
huge tractors, chisel plows, and planters, even no-till planter. What was previously done in days – 10 to 20
acres – can now be done in several hours. Much farm work was done by helping each other. Take threshing wheat for example. First the farmer would cut and bundle the wheat putting it into shocks. Then at
threshing time, a crew of farmers would come together to thresh the grain. The bundles would be loaded on
a flatbed wagon and hauled to the threshing machine where someone would operate the machine, another
would feed the bundles into the machine at just the right speed, and the grains of wheat would go into bags.
The bundles were then hauled into a granary to be used for animal feed and some for seed to plant the next
year. Some was taken to the mill to be ground into flour or food. The best thing about threshing was the
meals the women cooked. They put food
on a long table often outside under a shade
tree while using tree twigs to ‘shoo’ flies
away. Oh! Those home made pies.
Another example of working together
was butchering time. This, of course was
done during wintertime. Everyone butchered so a crew would get together M
to plan
which place and day. One farmer would
butcher and then the crew would decide
who would be next and what day they
would go to that place. It was ‘early rise’
for the crew to get a fire under the kettle
plus other preparations. After the meat
was cooled the whole family got involved.
Combining beans and loading on a wagon. Wheat was done the same way. 1932
Women helped with cleaning casings, making sausage, and cooking the meal for the butchering crew. The next day might be used for rendering lard
and cutting up meat. In early years much of the meat was cooked down, rendered lard poured over it, and
sealed in jars as a way to preserve. The big advantage to this was the quick way to ‘heat and serve’ when
company came. Some years later, while the cutting up process was still the same, meat was put in the town
locker or the farmer’s freezer.
Still another ‘work together’ project was when a neighbor or farmer friend needed some building to be
done. A number of men would gather and
‘look out!’ boards, hammers and nails were
on the move. Again, the ladies would host
the meals for them.
In all of the projects, the neat part was
the sense of working together, to get the
job done, and the social aspect. They knew
they could depend on each other, being
ready for long hours and hard labor. Children learned at an early age that work on
the farm was a job for each member of the
family. Not only was it a learning experience, children were also expected to take
responsibility.
They had constructive
Cutting wheat with a binder. William O. Sievers on tractor. 1944.
things to do to keep them busy, making
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them proud of what they could learn by ‘hands-on’ experience. Families also had time together for visiting
and playtime. Farming consisted of long days and hard work, but also family get-togethers for adults to relax and share. Children often made items to play with and made up their own games.
Today farmers still work hard but many have more acreage to farm and have bigger, more modern machinery. More crops can be harvested from fewer acres because of the spray chemicals and fertilizers made
to produce larger yields. Much planning and labor goes into farming, but the satisfaction is in knowing that
it helps to put groceries on the shelf and provides food all over the world.
Farming is a necessity, not a luxury. A need for which to give thanks.
The following names are those of farmers from that era: Albrecht, Schuette, Sievers, Kroeger, Hering,
Genczo, Rausch, Voyles, Engelke, Best, Golob, Sveglich, Britt, Quade, Repovsch, Kerin, Slifka, Hertel,
Anschutz, Henke, Schaeffer, Bentrup, LaBanschnig, Olive, Philippe, Marasti, Spudick, Bononi, Karger,
Pieper, LaHommendu, Ruehrup, Wolf and Pintar.

More scenes of area
farming . . .

Cutting wheat with
binder, 1944.

Charles Kroeger Family Farm.
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Livingston Family Saga
How many of us have wondered about our backgrounds? This is the history of how this little village
was established and came to be named after John Livingston.
John Livingston was born in Monaghan County, Ireland, (see map below) on December 25, 1830 to
James and Sarah (Bethel) Livingston. After, James Livingston died in his homeland, Sarah and her son
John moved to America. John was the youngest of six children and was about sixteen years of age when he
came to Madison County. There is no record indicating why the Livingstons chose Madison County to set
down roots. John received his schooling while still in Ireland. When the family moved to Illinois he
worked on local farms for fifty cents a day. During the winter he split logs that local farmers used for
fences. John’s mother Sarah died at age seventy-four in Madison County, Illinois.
John married Mary A. Jane Brown, also from County Monaghan, Ireland, in November, 1857, and settled in Madison County
near Venice, Illinois.
John and Mary were the parents of eleven children: Sarah
Jane, Martha White (Mattie), Robert Wilson, Rebecca Elizabeth
(Becky), Mary Ellen (Nellie), Margaret Ann (Maggie), William
John, Jessie Alice, David George, Luella Mae and Cora Belle.
In 1861, John and Mary Livingston purchased a farm in Section 15 and 16 in Madison County, Illinois, that was unimproved
at the time. John Livingston became an agricultural giant in the
area and eventually the Livingston Farm encompassed 297 acres.
John was also involved in local politics and was a member of the
Republican Party. He served as school director and was highway
commissioner for fifteen years.
Mary Livingston died in 1897 and John died the following
year. Their bodies are buried in Spangle Cemetery.

It was after the deaths of John and
Mary Livingston that the farm was found
to be rich in veins of coal. After his parents’ deaths, David (D.G.) Livingston
managed the family farm and his other
business interests. David served as the
first village president and postmaster having begun his term on December 23, 1904.
He also held the jobs of Olive Township
collector, supervisor, deputy sheriff, deputy coroner and school treasurer. His
older sister Jessie assisted D.G. in the post
office and lumber office. She helped him Seated from left: Martha, Mrs. Mary A. Livingston, Mr. John L.
in the lumber office until she was ap- Livingston, Sarah, Margaret. Second row: David G., Louella May, Cora,
pointed postmaster in 1924. She served Jessie. Back row: Rebecca, Robert, Mary Ellen, John.
twelve years as postmaster.
Four of the Livingston sisters became schoolteachers. Martha (Mattie) was a teacher in Madison
County. Rebecca (Becky), who taught for forty-five years, also served as principal of a Granite City School.
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She was also assistant principal of the
Livingston Grade School and was school
treasurer from 1930 to 1932. Mary Ellen,
known as Nellie, was a schoolteacher prior to
her marriage. Margaret (Maggie) served 42
years as an educator. She was the first principal of the Roxana schools and was principal
of the Williamson School. She had a record
of never having been absent from her schoolwork due to illness.
Youngest daughter Luella Mae was a
homemaker. The Livingston home was the
scene of many social gatherings for state,
county and township officials as well as family members. On May 18, 1883, a terrific cyclone hit the Livingston Family Farm and the
family home was demolished. Luella Mae
was the only family member home at the time
and survived.
Robert Livingston married Lily B. Olive
and they moved to Staunton where Robert
had his own business. He was later appointed
postmaster in New Douglas and he and his
family moved to a farm southwest of New
Douglas. This farm was known as Clover
Leaf Farm and was located in the area known
as Silver Creek Road. Robert served as
From left: Margaret, Sarah, Robert and Rebecca. The above is a copy
school trustee for Pisgah School of New
of a tin-type photograph.
Douglas Township from 1916 – 1918. When
Robert and Lily retired from active farm life, they moved into New Douglas.
All of the Livingston children were actively involved with politics. The sisters were active participants
in the war effort and were deeply involved with the Red Cross. They were also members of the Eastern
Star Lodge.

Brief History of the Livingston Family Lineage
John Livingston – born December 24, 1830 in Monaghan County, Ireland to James and Sarah (Bethel)
Livingston. John died March 11, 1898 at age 67 and is buried in the family plot in Spangle Cemetery.
Mary A. Jane Brown Livingston – born July 11, 1836 in Monaghan County, Ireland. Mary died March 23,
1897 at age 60 and is buried in the family plot in Spangle Cemetery.
John and Mary were married November, 1857 in St. Louis, Missouri.
Children of John and Mary Livingston:
Sarah Jane Livingston – born September 9, 1858 in Madison County near Venice, Illinois. Sarah died February 2, 1897, at age 38 and is buried in the family plot in Spangle Cemetery.
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Martha (Mattie) White Livingston – born November 11, 1860 in Madison County near Venice, Illinois.
Mattie married James R. J. Hoxsey on October 11, 1883 in Olive Township, Madison County, Illinois.
They were the parents of four daughters and one son. Mattie died May 8, 1942 at age 81 and is buried in
Memorial Park Cemetery in Staunton, Illinois.
Robert Wilson Livingston – born March 23, 1862 in Macoupin County, Illinois near Mt. Olive, Illinois.
Robert married Lily B. Olive on December 15, 1886 in Olive Township, Madison County, Illinois. Robert
and Lily had three daughters and one son. Robert died December 23, 1917 at age 55 and is buried in New
Douglas Cemetery.
Rebecca (Becky) Elizabeth Livingston – born September 19, 1863 in Macoupin County, Illinois near Mt.
Olive. Becky died January 17, 1949 at age 85 and is buried in the family plot in Spangle Cemetery.
Mary Ellen (Nellie) Livingston – born July 23, 1865 in Madison County, Illinois near Staunton. Nellie
married Charles S. Frame on September 25, 1889 in Olive Township, Madison County, Illinois. They were
the parents of six sons and one daughter. Three sons served in WWI, two in the navy and one in the army.
Nellie died July 19, 1957 at age 91.
Margaret (Maggie) Ann Livingston – born April 28, 1867 in Madison County, Illinois near Staunton.
Maggie died August 19, 1952 at age 85 and is buried in the family plot in Spangle Cemetery.
William John Livingston – born April 15, 1869 in Madison County, Illinois near Staunton. William died
October 19, 1893 at age 24 and is buried in the family plot in Spangle Cemetery.
Jessie Alice Livingston – born March 10, 1871 in Madison County, Illinois near Staunton. Jessie died November 8, 1950 at age 79 and is buried in the family plot in Spangle Cemetery.
David George (D.G.) Livingston – born January 29,1873 in Madison County, Illinois near Staunton. D.G.
died April 25, 1927 at age 54 and is buried in the family plot in Spangle Cemetery.
Luella Mae Livingston – born August 23, 1875 in Madison County, Illinois near Staunton. Luella died October 5, 1949 at age 74 and is buried in the family plot in Spangle Cemetery.
Cora Belle Livingston – born April 22, 1877 in Madison County, Illinois near Staunton. Cora Belle died
November 3,1896 at the age of 19 and is buried in the family plot in Spangle Cemetery.

The Livingston Sisters
From left: Miss Luella Mae, Miss Jessie, Miss Margaret, Mrs. Martha Hoxsey, Miss Rebecca,
Mrs. Mary Ellen Frame
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Mrs. Mary A. Jane Livingston

Mr. John Livingston

Memories in and about the Livingston Homestead
These memories of visiting the Livingston home are vivid from so long ago; they are some of the clearest memories of my childhood. Most are from at least a couple of three or four-day visits as a preteen with
my four great aunts, whom we called “aunties”; Aunt Beckie, Aunt Maggie, Aunt Jessie and Aunt Mae.
The memories also include short visits when my family stopped to see them for an hour or so. These visits
were made when we were en route to our home in New Douglas from someplace else – Edwardsville, for
example. The route between our house and St. Louis or Springfield was through Livingston and passed the
Livingston auntie’s home. If there was extra time before we needed to be home for a meal or some scheduled activity, it was not unusual to stop and see them. Often the whole family and my Grandmother
Livingston, widow of the auntie’s brother, were on the trip. On my extended visits in the 1930s, I was
dropped off or picked up on the occasion of someone’s trip through Livingston. In those days it was unheard of to make a special trip from New Douglas through Binney Station to Livingston just to bring me to
Livingston. This was even true after a shorter trip (by two miles) could be made on the new “hard road”
from New Douglas to Livingston.
On arriving at the home, if the drive back to the south side of the house was thawing or muddy after a
rain, we stopped on the street east of the house. Since a child’s remembrance of distance and size is usually
longer and bigger than they actually were, I hesitate to say how far it was from the street to the house, but I
am sure it would be safe to say it was longer than 180 feet.
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Around the yard
was a white, square
picket fence, and
from the street to the
house ran a cement
walk with either
roses or dahlias
along the south side.
Regardless
of
whether we approached the house
from the south or the
east, we always arrived at the front
door.
The house
was a typical, large,
two-story, frame
home with a porch
across the front.
Earlier
photos
(tintype) show the
Livingston Family Home located on Livingston Avenue.
house with a square
front porch that
didn’t go across the full front of the house.
As you entered the house there was a central hall with a stairway going to the second floor. The room
on the right was the parlor. It was a large room with overstuffed furniture. I remember one of the sofas had
tassels on the front of the arms. The room also contained two or three large paintings. The two I remember
were between five and six feet tall and about four feet wide. One was of a young lady under a wisteria vine
and the other was of a seated nude woman with her back toward the artist. These had been done by an artist
who, as a soldier in the World War I, had received a pair of knitted wool socks with money in them from
either Aunt Jessie or Aunt Mae. After the war he did the paintings for them.
The parlor had a west door that opened onto a porch on the north side of the west wing of the house. If
the outside temperature was moderate to hot, we sat in the parlor. If it was cold and heat was needed, we
went into the sitting room on the left side of the hall. It had an iron-front fireplace built into the wall, but
often there was a heating stove. Above the fireplace was a clock, which is in my home today. Furnishings
also included a table/desk, books, and comfortable chairs, of which at least some were rockers. Although
the sitting room was smaller than the parlor, I am sure it was the most used room in the house.
Leaving the sitting room by another door (to the west) you entered what I will call the formal dining
room. It at least contained a fancy table and six matching chairs. Around the walls of the room was a plate
rack on which there were dozens of hand-painted plates. A door from this room opened into the everyday
dining room. It also had doors that opened onto the north and south porches.
The everyday dining room may have been as large as the parlor, which was either the largest or the second-largest room in the house. In the southeast corner of the room was a dining table that seated twelve to
fourteen. Along the north side were three china cupboards. One of them contained an extensive collection
of salt and pepper shakers. On one of my visits they gave me a small, brown, ceramic set with a carrier,
which I still have. I understand that the contents of the china cabinet were but one of the reasons the auction of the belongings in the house took three days. On the west side of the room was a cook stove, where
food for the meals was kept warm.
The dining table in this everyday dining room was a special point of interest. It was always full of fine
food prepared by Aunt Mae and her helper. I think the helper might have been referred to as “the hired
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girl,” but she always called her by her first name; I wish I could remember it. Everyone else was referred to
by their first names except that “Miss” preceded my great-aunt’s first names. It was at this table I always
answered questions about my wish for more food by saying, “Yes, ma’am” and “No, ma’am” and always
responded with “thank you, ma’am” when offered something I wanted. Also, everyone sat down and left
the table at the same time, which is somewhat unusual in homes today.
After the meals, several may have “readied” the table for the next meal. A clean tablecloth may have
been put on the table; beautiful containers of condiments were refilled if needed; and plates, glasses and silverware were replaced. Then a wire frame (I’m not sure how it opened or closed when it wasn’t on the table) was placed on the table and a linen cloth was placed over all. At the next meal the tablecloth and wire
frame were removed, water glasses were filled, and bowls and platters of food were placed on the table.
Before the food was placed on the cook stove in the everyday dining room, it had been prepared from
scratch in a work kitchen to the west of the everyday dining room. There the food was stored, prepared and
taken to the dining room. Beyond the work kitchen was another room that contained storage, a coal bin and
toilet. Besides these rooms, there were three bedrooms on the second floor: two across the front of the
house and one over the west wing.
On my visits, I was with Aunt Beckie and Aunt Maggie most of the time. They were retired teachers
and most closely related to me. I enjoyed going to the barn with Aunt Maggie when she went to milk the
cows. Aunt Mae, the housekeeper, was always busy and didn’t spend much time with me, but I certainly
enjoyed her food. Several times while I was there, I would walk a couple of blocks to go to the lumberyard
office, where Aunt Jessie spent her day. I also went a couple of blocks south to visit the print shop and
home of another great-aunt, Pearl Olive Camp.
I was permitted to be outside alone. I
always wanted to ride the pony the aunties
had, but he didn’t have regular riders and his
hoofs needed trimming, so I just admired
him. There was a turkey flock just northwest
of the house and I would watch them, especially at feeding time. In the pasture west of
the house was a small stream, but I was told
not to play in it – not because I would get
dirty, but because water came from the mines
and it contained “something” I shouldn’t
come in contact with. It was a small stream
and I really wanted to build a dam in it, but I
was always obedient.

James W. Prange, the author of this reminiscence,
pictured at left along with a clock from the Livingston
Family Home.
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The Railroad
The original line of the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago, and St. Louis Railroad, better known as the
“Big Four” went through Hillsboro, Litchfield, Bunker Hill, and Bethalto to St. Louis. Around 1903 a cutoff was made from Hillsboro via Livingston to St. Louis. This had two tracks, one westbound and one
eastbound. It was called the “Big Four Cut-off”. It was finished in time for the 1904 St. Louis World’s
Fair. The Chicago and Eastern Illinois Railroad paid a fee for using these tracks.
Previously in 1886 the Litchfield and Madison Railroad was built through Madison County. It extended
from Litchfield to Madison and was forty-four miles long with thirty-two miles in Madison County. The
L&M Railroad was known as the “coal road” because it transported coal from the mines to the market.
When the New Staunton Coal Company and Mt. Olive and Staunton Coal Company #2 were sunk, the
L&M put a spur in to these mines. This spur brought empty coal cars to the mines and hauled the loaded
ones to market.
On June 24, 1905, there was a wreck on the “Big Four” in Livingston. It was caused by a “hot box” in
the wheels of a freight car. A hot box was caused when the grease in a wheel axle was exhausted and the
friction and sparks caused in the wheel by the constant grinding of metal caused sparks to fly and resulted
in a fire. It could stop the action of a whole train sometimes causing a train to derail.

The depot (see photo above) was located west of the Main Street crossing. It was here that people
purchased tickets and people who came from Europe arrived in Livingston from New York. At one time,
Livingston had ten passenger trains in each direction daily. The C&EI had six passenger trains to and from
Chicago daily. Depot agents were J.A. Depner, F.A. Hill, M.I. Ashmore, C.B. Rotsch, and Jack Frandsen.
In March 1912, carpenters came from Mattoon to Livingston to remodel the depot to make better
accommodations for the cashier, to build a new freight house, and to extend the platform an additional 150
feet.
In 1917, the railroad employees stationed in Livingston erected a thirty-three foot flagpole in the center
of the depot lawn. To show their patriotism, they flew a 5 by 10 foot flag. On June 4, 1917, at 3:45 a.m. an
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engine of the C & E I railroad left the track and turned over. The engineer and fireman were in the engine,
but were able to escape, but not before both were severely scalded by the steam from the engine. The
fireman was sent to the Granite City Hospital.
The only crossing in Livingston in 1917 was the Main Street crossing east of the depot. In July, J.M.
Arkabauer, who was the city electrician, placed a red danger light on each side of the railroad tracks. In
October, Mayor Joseph Healey, D.E. Alyward , and Vincent Cerne appeared before the Board of Public
Utilities in Springfield to discuss the construction of another railroad crossing. The city wanted a crossing
on Livingston Avenue but the railroad wanted it at Walnut Street. The Board of Public Utilities would take
this under advisement and made a decision at a later date.
In January 1918, at a Village Board meeting, the clerk was advised to write to the Board of Public
Utilities in Springfield to report that the only crossing in Livingston, the Main Street crossing, was blocked
for 36 hours on January 11th and 12th.
During WW I, troop trains passed through Livingston almost daily going east. In May 1918, a troop
train stopped and on the train was a Livingston lad, Clifford Finley. D.E. Alyward and Francis Thomure
furnished the boys on the train with cigarettes.
In July 1918, the “Big Four” depot was burglarized and pennies stolen -- $1.00 from the ticket drawer
and 65 cents from the freight drawer.
In September 1930, C.R. Brewster, who was a telegraph operator at Livingston on the midnight shift,
was coming to work on a hand-car traveling on the “Big Four” tracks six miles west of Livingston, when
the hand-car was struck by an animal, throwing Brewster to the tracks. He was knocked unconscious and
killed by an oncoming train.
In 1932, the New York Central purchased the “Big Four”. In 1943, Raymond Libbra, Anton Perne,
Anton Karnosky, and attorney Robert Tunnell attended a hearing before the Illinois Commerce Commission
to testify for the Village of Livingston as to the advisability of installing flasher arm signals at the
Livingston Avenue crossing.
In 1945, four men were killed at the Garde Station three miles north of Edwardsville. They were on a
speeder riding to work when they were struck by a C & E I train. It was assumed that the victims did not
hear the train. The men were William Andrews and Steve Papa of Livingston, Wilfred Row of Worden,
and Ca lvi n Sha ul of
Edwardsville. Andrews, Row
and Shaul were section
foremen and Papa was a
signal maintenance man.
In August 1953, fifteen
freight cars of a one hundred
car, west bound New York
Central train left the tracks
and piled up at the Livingston
Avenue crossing (pictured at
right).
Fortunately, an
additional crossing was
available and traffic was not
held up. This wreck was
caused by a “hot box” in one
of the wheel bearings. The
axle involved dropped out,
tearing ties and rails out of the
ground. The derailed cars
contained cheese, wheat, steel and other commodities. The estimated damage was $200,000.00. No
injuries or damage to nearby buildings occurred.
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Prior to 1955, all engines were steam operated so trains frequently had to stop to take on water. A large
elevated water tank was located on the southwest side of the Livingston Avenue crossing for this purpose.
(pictured at left)
In 1965, the New York
Central became the Penn Central
Railroad but soon went bankrupt.
In 1970, Penn Central became
ConRail, and in 1989, Missouri
Pacific Railroad purchased the
tracks. Then in 1997, Southern
Pacific Railroad purchased the
tracks and continues to operate
through Livingston along with
the Burlington Northern.
The control tower was
located east of Livingston
Avenue next to the tracks. The
tower operators were also the
Western Union operators. In the
early years all communication
The water tank supplied water to the steam engines. In the winter when water over
was by Morse code.
ran the sides, icicles formed that were as thick across as a man. In summer runLivingston’s call letters were VI.
overs were fun to play under.
Some of the men who worked in
the tower were C.R. Brewster, Andy Leitch, Joe Susanka, Ross Eyer, Ray Hutchins, Jack Frandsen, and
Charles Stillabower.
Mail was received at the depot. In this era, Livingston had good mail service. A railroad post office car
was on the head of the train. When there was mail going out, the bags were hung on a tall pole and hook
awaiting pick-up. The mail delivered was thrown off the train. All this was done while the train was
traveling eighty-five miles per hour.
Between the depot and the tower was a beautiful lawn. It was here that neighborhood children played
softball in the summertime. During W.W. II troop trains would stop and servicemen would converse with
the children and give them candy or gum.

Picture of the last passenger train stopping in Livingston. 1990
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Control Tower pictured
above.

Pictured at right is Ray
Hutchins working in the
control tower.
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The Livingston Coal Mine
About 1903 the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago and St. Louis Railroad better known as the “Big Four”
built a railroad from Hillsboro to East St. Louis passing through Madison County. It was in Olive Township along this rail line that a mine was sunk in September, 1904. J.E. Rutledge, who was president of the
Trenton Coal Company of Trenton, Illinois in Clinton County, organized this new company. Land and coal
rights were purchased from the John Livingston estate and from Henry Burns another farmer in the area.
Mr. J.P. Hebenstreit who had been working with the Consolidated Coal Company sinking mine #14 in

New Staunton Coal Company. 1921.

Staunton left that position and went with J.E. Rutledge to take charge of the sinking of the New Staunton
Coal Company. Two shafts were sunk – a main shaft and an escapement shaft.
Description of Mine and Equipment
A hoisting shaft 8 ½ x 17 feet with three compartments, two for hoisting men and coal and one for electric cables and pipes was built. The depth of the mine was two hundred, eighty-seven feet to the top of the
coal, the coal being six feet deep. The main shaft was timbered with timbers measuring 8 x 12 inches. The
air shaft was 15 x 9 feet, the air chamber being 10 x 9 feet, and escapement 5 x 9 feet and timbered the
same as the main shaft. The hoisting was done by a two-cylinder 24 x 36 inch engine which was purchased
from Danville Foundry and Machine Company in Danville, Illinois. The drum was eight feet in diameter
and the ropes were of one and a half inch crucible steel purchased from Leschen and Sons Rope Company
of St. Louis, Missouri. The cages which were purchased from Ellison Machinery and Foundry Company of
St. Louis were of the Bonds patent, self dumping with sheave wheels measuring eight feet in diameter. The
electrical equipment consisted of a one hundred K.W. Goodman generator driven by a McEwen engine 16 x
16 inches. The four Brownell boilers were 6 x 18 feet with seventy-two, 4-inch flues, two McDowen
pumps, 7 x 5 x 10 inches, and one two-thousand horse power cochran heater.
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The tipple that was built of wood was seventy-five feet from the ground to the sheave wheel at the top.
Four grades of coal were furnished by the shaker screens – lump, egg, nut and pea.
Each track was
equipped with an eightyfoot scale furnished by
Moser of St. Louis. The
scales were installed in a
concrete sealed pit.
The coal was dumped
into a hopper in the tipple
and was weighted by an
automatic scale that was
also purchased from Moser.
Danville Foundry and
Machine Company provided the ventilation fan
which was six feet wide and
twenty feet in diameter and
was driven by an engine
with 12 x 18 inch cylinders.
All buildings were fire
proof except the tipple that
was made of wood. The
engine rooms and powder
house were constructed of
brick. (See picture at right.)
New Staunton Coal Company engine rooms and powder house. 1921.
The shop, fan house, boiler
rooms and oil house were
built of corrugated sheet iron. The machine shop was equipped with lathes, drill press and pipe machines
which were necessary to every mine.
At first the coal was mined by hand and mules were used in the mine to pull the cars of coal. At one
time there were forty mules in this mine. The mules were brought out of the mine only if the mine was to
be idle for quite some time mainly in the summertime.
In 1905, J.P. Hebenstreit left the mine in charge of his sons, Thomas as superintendent and Joseph A.
as assistant superintendent. J.P. went to Ziegler, Illinois, to take charge of the Joseph Leiter Mine that had
lost fifty-eight men in a gas explosion.
In 1906, the mine installed electrical haulage. In 1910, a briquette plant was erected for briquetting its
fine coal. A briquette is a small block of compressed coal dust used for fuel or kindling. This plant had a
capacity of two-hundred fifty tons in eight hours. New shaker screens were put in covering four tracks.
Also installed were two new boilers 18 feet by 7 inches with flues.
In March 1911, drillers who were boring for coal discovered gas. The drillers were down about fivehundred feet when gas was struck. It spouted as high as thirty feet and had one-hundred pounds of pressure. When one of the drillers lit a cigarette the gas exploded burning two men. Mr. Rutledge of St. Louis,
manager of the company, came out to investigate the situation.
In the fall of 1911, Livingston broke a record with an average of 4,029 tons per eight-hour day for thirteen days. On September 29th, 4,264.90 tons were hoisted that amounted to 1,492 hoists per day or one
hoist every 186 seconds. It took one hundred five railroad cars to hold this amount.
On March 1, 1912, Livingston again broke a record with 4,393 tons in seven hours and fifty minutes.
The “Big Four” railroad gang of seventy-five men arrived in Livingston to extend the mine tracks to make
facilities for getting out more coal.
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In 1914, the mine built a 20 x 32 foot brick addition to the power plant and installed a 75kw D.C. Goodman generator which was built in Chicago. March 1914, brought about the hoisting of 103,694.6 tons of
coal with only fifteen hours lost that month due to lack of cars and the funeral of a man killed in the mine.
To increase the output of coal in 1915 a new double type thirteen-ton mine locomotive with two ninety
horsepower motors was put into operation. A new fan engine was installed to increase the efficiency of the
fan. A severe storm which swept through the area on June 12th struck the smokestacks and blew them on
the boiler and engine room roofs severely damaging the roofs. The men were put to work building new
fireproof brick smokestacks. The mine resumed operation on July 12th.
A new washhouse twenty-eight by seventy-two feet and equipped with hot and cold water and lockers
was built in 1916.
The mine was closed for ten days in January
1917 because the drivers wanted to work eight
hours and be paid for nine. The company
wouldn’t grant that request so the miners voted
to go back to work. A new coal crusher was installed with a capacity of five hundred tons per
hour.
On March 9, 1918, a fire destroyed the old
washhouse. It was thought that the fire originated in a carbide lamp placed in a locker. The
loss was between $1,000.00 and $2,000.00 including clothes of the men who were in the
mine. The fire occurred during a high wind, but
the firemen of Livingston were able to keep the
flames from spreading to other buildings.
Improvements in 1918 were a new washhouse, twenty by sixty feet; a thirty by fortytwo foot brick building to house the new 300kw
generator and engine; storage shed, thirty by
forty feet; a thirteen ton Goodman motor, and a
Mancha storage battery motor for gathering.
In April 1930, orders were received from St.
Louis to close down the mine. The mine ceased
working on April 2nd with no duration of shutdown given. On August 25th, Superintendent J.
A. Hebenstreit received word to immediately
begin preparing to seal the mine. A crew of
men removed the electrical equipment that
From left: Walter Karger, Tacky the Mule (pack animal used in the
would be damaged if left in the mine for a long
mine), and Noble Smith.
period of time. The mine employed approximately four-hundred men of which ninety percent lived in Livingston. Other men employed came from Staunton, Worden and as far away as Troy and
Carlinville. It was a big blow to the Livingston residents since the mine was the sole industry from which
residents derived their livelihood. It also hurt the Staunton businessmen because Livingston people did
business with Staunton merchants. The reason given for the shutdown was inability to secure sufficient
business to warrant working the mine.
On September 8th, a group of Livingston men went to St. Louis to talk with the management of New
Staunton Coal Company about reopening the mine, but were unsuccessful.
After being without work during part of 1930 and all of 1931 in January, 1932, a group of ten
Livingston businessmen formed a new company named Livingston-Mt. Olive Coal Company. The firm
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planned to purchase all of the property of the New Staunton Coal Company through an arrangement to pay ten
cents per ton hoisted – five cents was for coal taken from
the mine and five cents toward purchase price of the company. The officers of the new coal company were D.E.
Aylward, president; Henry Malench, secretary/treasurer,
and M.I. Ashmore, J.S. Alfeld, and Alfred Bononi, board
of directors.
Plans were to open the mine by the middle of February.
Joseph Hebenstreit was selected as superintendent and former bosses and employees were offered their jobs back.
The company produced hand-mined and cleaned coal
which they sold through Midvale Company of St. Louis.
The entries at the bottom were walled up when the
mine shutdown. The walls were broken down and fans
placed in operation to expel the gases that had accumulated
during the shutdown. After the air had circulated for a few
days, an inspection was made and the mine was found in
good condition.
On March 22nd, the first day, coal was sold to local
Pictured from left to right: Joseph A. Hebenstreit,
trade only. In October a new wage scale was produced
assistant superintendent; Thomas Hebenstreit,
with men making between three and seven dollars a day
superintendent, and Thomas Moss, manager.
depending on their job.
Tragedy struck again when fire partially destroyed the
tipple on November 17, 1937. It was spontaneous combustion that caused the blaze. The Livingston fire
department was assisted by departments from Staunton and Worden. The fire was seen for several miles
due to the height of the tipple which was almost one-hundred feet. There was $15,000.00 damage but luckily the truck shakers were not damaged and the loss was covered by insurance. Within a week the mine was
working again with coarse coal being sold to trucks and fine coal loaded on railroad cars for the St. Louis
market.
On December 15th, which was termed Christmas Payday, things were desolate because the miners only
had seven hours work on their checks. The continued operation of the mine was uncertain due to the death
of Mr. Gilbert one of the stockholders of the old company. Even if the mine should continue to operate
very little work was expected because the tipple could not be repaired in the winter.
The children of Williamson received
two Christmas packages each year – one
from the mine and one from the village.
They decided to give one of their packages
to the Livingston children so they would
have a better Christmas. Additional funds
were raised by the citizens of Williamson so
every child in Livingston would receive a
package. Things were so bad that miners
had to get food from relief rolls, a federal
government sponsored program, even while
working. Others worked on WPA which
was also a government program. Many of
the youth participated in CCC camps that
built state parks such as Pere Marquette
New Staunton Coal Company
Paul Schultze on right
Park.
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In May 1938 several coal dealers from Chicago were negotiating with W.J. Mahon trustee of the estate
of the stockholders and D.E. Aylward president of the present operating group to purchase the mine. In
July 1939, two-hundred twenty-five interested miners formed a cooperative and purchased the mine for
$20,000.00. The three officers of the mine were President Ben Prosser, Vice-president Bert Dunlap and
secretary/treasurer John Kopuster. Most of the coal was shipped to other markets. The sales agency in St.
Louis was handled by Ben E. Morgan and in Chicago by Lafayette Coal Company. The annual wage of a
miner in 1920 was $1,830.00, but by 1938 that wage fell to $250.00.
On December 22, 1954, about two in the morning, fire completely destroyed the hoisting tipple at the
Livingston-Mt. Olive Coal Company Mine. The Livingston, Williamson, and Staunton fire departments responded, but nothing could be done and efforts were confined to saving the other buildings. The cause of
the fire was unknown. The four men working in the mine at the time of the fire were informed of the fire
and escaped by climbing the stairs in the air shaft. The loss was estimated to be $200,000.00 which was
only partially covered by insurance. There were one hundred, forty men employed, most of them in the upper age bracket.
Employees of the mine, local residents, and area farmers volunteered to help clean up the debris. A
steel head frame and sheave wheel were purchased from Schien Metal Works and Supply Company of Carlinville. The equipment had been used at the old Berry Mine near Carlinville. The mine reopened sometime around April.
To help the mine tipple rebuilding fund, one businessman donated $1,000.00, a former resident sent
$100.00, the homecoming association donated their entire proceeds from the homecoming that year and the
Woman’s Auxiliary of the Progressive Mine Workers of America held a dance with proceeds going to the
mine. An amateur contest under the direction of Chaw Mank was held to raise money. Prizes were given
to the best in these categories: 3 to 6 age group, 7 to 10 age group, 10 to 15 age group, 16 to 20 age group,
and adult group. The prizes came from money collected by Mrs. John Kopuster, Mrs. Clifford Lovejoy and
Violet Smerk from the businessmen. Some of the contestants were chosen to appear on the Johnny Rion
television show.
Johnny Rion of television station WTVI of Belleville and radio station KSTL of St. Louis made a personal appearance along with Brenda Kieffer a polio-stricken vocalist from Farmington, Missouri who sang
from a wheelchair.
From 1908 to 1919, the New Staunton Coal Company produced the most coal in Madison County. In
1962 to 1964 Livingston was the only shipping mine in Madison County. Lumaghi Coal Company #4 in
Collinsville was still working, but it was a local mine meaning it sold to truck trade only.
The mine closed in February 1964 with only forty-four employees.
Many miners suffered black lung or miner’s asthma which was a disease suffered only by underground
coal miners. The inhalation of coal dust inflamed the lungs, causing shortness of breath, fatigue, and sometimes death. Black lung increased in the 1900s because of the dust generated by new mining machinery.
Many miners in the 1960s applied for black lung compensation and received a check each month from the
government
The following were Livingston Mine Superintendents: Joseph P. Hebenstreit, Thomas Hebenstreit, and
Ellis Vallow. Joseph A. Hebenstreit, who was assistant superintendent, became superintendent after his
brother Thomas retired
Mine managers were: Thomas Moss, LeRoy Pollett, Otto Scroggins, Mike Tomso, Ralph Sawyer, John
Monschien, Robert Archibald, John Connolly, Ralph Baugh, Thomas McCulister and Tony Tarrach.
Information on mining came from the Annual Coal Report of Illinois, 1904-1964 and the Staunton StarTimes newspaper.
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Year
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
2
0

Employees
killed
1
1
5
3
1
2
6
4
3
3
2
2
5
2
2
1
0
1
1
1
0
1
2
0
0
0
1
Year
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964

Tons of coal
produced
180,524
189,028
154,535
93,032
25,095
200,047
179,731
197,208
229,774
278,430
272,046
271,855
259,285
276,238
233,371
200,352
194,134
189,925
140,702
123,305
94,976
913
106,542
112,451
114,852
105,434
103,905
87,164
81,487
51,376
3,211

Days
Total
operated employees
142
349
138
343
134
313
106
253
43
225
220
208
166
217
189
226
199
222
247
206
250
200
252
200
230
204
246
203
210
203
191
201
183
203
193
203
183
140
159
140
118
140
5
82
198
80
239
86
201
99
186
96
196
92
169
83
185
75
189
45
21
41

Information found in Annual Coal Reports of Illinois 1904 through 1964 at Southern Illinois University - Edwardsville

Tons of coal
Days
Total
produced
operated employees
Sinking of the mine
35,155
184
99
185,490
218
190
412,230
221
326
530,159
208
474
470,004
151
564
613,962
199
567
659,103
200
607
737,632
195
622
848,715
212
590
805,752
192
626
809,290
179
688
961,726
207
648
936,004
216
647
826,316
196
666
663,552
162
626
504,981
134
504
578,946
158
526
457,916
104
626
599,885
142
639
553,106
129
710
575,201
130
734
548,599
177
645
275,024
85
592
285,927
153
474
260,134
99
401
110,797
40
386
Mine Closed
133,145
110
360
155,339
115
349

Annual Output

Livingston - Mt. Olive Coal Mine
Employees
killed
0
0
0
1
0
2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0

Mine Fatalities
July 21, 1904 – Alexander McLean, 30, employed in the sinking of the shaft. McLean and several others
were being lowered to the bottom of the shaft in a bucket when the engineer lost control of the engine and
the bucket fell to the bottom. McLean lost his life and the other men were slightly injured. Surviving:
Widow
February 6, 1905 – Andy Yacup, 29, miner, was killed by falling slate. Surviving: widow and three
children
March 3, 1906 – Charles Wall, 33, yardman, was crushed when he was repairing a car on the side track. A
switch engine pushed cars onto the side track and Charles was caught under the wheels of the car he was
working on. Surviving: Widow and four children
March 14, 1906 – Julius Fanel, 45, blaster and loader, was killed by falling slate. He was single.
June 23, 1906 – Joseph Abrahams, 28, blaster and loader, was killed by a falling clod. Surviving: Widow
September 28, 1906 – John Looser, 20, driver, was killed when he was caught between a mine car and a rib
of coal. He was single.
October 23, 1906 – Charles Horton, 30, miner, was killed by falling slate. Surviving: Widow and one
child.
January 29, 1907 – Sam Graham, 51, miner, was injured by falling slate. Died February 9. Surviving:
Widow and four children
June 21, 1907 – Ernest Lah, 32, machine helper, was killed by falling coal.
children

Surviving: Widow and two

October 2, 1907 – Louis Malench, 18, miner, was seriously burned by an explosion of powder. He died the
following day. He was working with his father.
October 14, 1908 – Chris Klitz, 37, miner, was killed by falling slate. Surviving: Widow and one child
May 13, 1909 – John Heiber, 45, miner, was killed by falling slate. Surviving: Widow and two children
July 30, 1909 – Tony Kukovich, 20, driver, was run over by a loaded trip of cars. He broke his back and
had his scalp lacerated. He died August 27, 1909. He was single.
January 8, 1910 – Joseph Kaviathowskie, 29, machine runner, was walking down the railroad tracks on his
way home when cars were being switched and he was run down and killed. Surviving: Widow
January 18, 1910 – Rudolph Hailenberg, 32, miner, was going into the washhouse to wash and change his
clothes, when he fell in a basin of water. He was scalded from the waist down and died on March 29. He
was single.
January 22, 1910 – Anton Melkush, 19, driver, was found dead under the first car of his loaded trip. It is
supposed that he fell under the car. There was no witness to the accident. Surviving: Widowed mother
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March 7, 1910 – K. Galkus, 32, machine helper, was killed when about four ton of coal and slate fell on
him. He was single.
July 13, 1910 – Matthew Stoiser, 34, miner, was killed by falling slate. Surviving: Widow and four
children
October 13, 1910 – Conrad Dohr, 34, miner, was killed by a falling clod. Surviving: Widow and one child
September 14, 1911 – Bert Rico, 28, machine helper, was killed by falling coal. He was single.
October 11, 1911 – John Markhefka, 41, miner, was killed by falling slate. Surviving: Widow and one
child
November 6, 1911 – Bartolets Matench, 49, miner, was killed by falling slate. Surviving: Widow and one
child
November 17, 1911 – Charles Zamelus, 45, machine runner, was killed by falling slate. Surviving: Widow
and three children
January 29, 1912 – James Haning, 37, miner, was killed by falling slate. Surviving: Widow and three
children
December 11, 1912 – Anton Shotkus, 37, miner, was killed when he came in contact with a trolley wire.
Surviving: Widow
December 29, 1912 – Leopold Wrischink, 22, driver, was killed by pit cars. He was single.
February 17, 1913 – Henry Loch, 25, miner was killed by falling slate. He was single.
March 7, 1913 – Mike Polinsky, 19, laborer, was killed instantly when he fell down the shaft. He was
single.
December 16, 1913 – Adam Palak, 23, machine helper, was electrocuted. He was single.
March 26, 1914 – John Tokas, 34, machine helper, was killed by falling coal. Surviving: Widow and one
child
November 2, 1914 – Mike Krisman, 34, miner was killed by falling coal. Surviving: Widow and one child
July 21, 1915 – Louis Scocco, 26, miner, was killed by falling coal. He was single.
October 11, 1915 – John Thompson, 40, miner – was killed by falling slate. He was single.
February 25, 1916 – Mike Horatick, 33, miner, was killed by falling slate. Surviving: Widow and three
children
February 28, 1916 – Joseph Schmagel, 21, driver, was killed by pit cars. He was single.
May 9, 1916 – Anton Jagis, 31, machine helper, was killed by falling coal and slate. He was single.
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October 18, 1916 – Barney Sobut, 21, machine helper, was injured on October 18 when he was struck by
falling slate. He died on November 21. He was single
November 17, 1916 – Peter Lutvemapeck, 45, miner, was killed by falling rock. Surviving: Widow and
two children
July 25, 1917 – Tony Spencer, 27, machine helper, was killed by a fall of coal. He was single.
October 26, 1917 – John Domsick, 44, miner, was killed by falling slate. Surviving: Widow and eight
children
May 24, 1918 – Elmo Sandrin, 19, driver, was caught between the motor and loaded car. He was single.
June 15, 1918 – Anton Kletz, 45, miner, was killed by falling slate. Surviving: Widow and five children
April 12, 1919 – Mike Milcic, 49, miner, was killed by a fall of coal. Surviving: Widow and six children
October 12, 1921 – Matt Tondello, 33, miner, was killed by a falling clod. Surviving: Widow and two
children
September 2, 1922 – Theodore Weeks, 19, miner, was run over by a motor car. The motorman and trip
rider were taking a trip of empty cars in after lunch and saw Theodore lying on the tracks asleep. Being too
close to stop the motor ran over him. He was single.
August 13, 1923 – Modesta Passetti, 26, loader, was killed by falling slate. He was single.
August 6, 1925 – Charles Dunbach, 66, miner was killed by falling coal. Surviving: Widow
May 5, 1926 – August Waiczis, 55, loader, was killed by a fall of slate. He was single.
September 29, 1926 – John Bacca, 40, loader, was killed by falling coal. Surviving: Widow and three
children
January 17, 1930 – Steve Szedgedy, 46, loader, was killed by falling coal. Surviving: Widow and three
sons
October 27, 1932 – George Kerin, 24, loader, was killed by a fall of rock. He was single.
December 17, 1932 – George Philippi, 25, trip rider, was caught by runaway cars. He was single.
February 16, 1937 – Mike Cirar, 50, loader, was killed by falling slate. Surviving: Widow
September 1, 1939 – George Slifka, 35, motorman, was crushed by a motor. Surviving: Widow and four
children
October 6, 1939 – George Kopuster, Jr., 31, miner, was killed by falling rock. He was single.
April 28, 1947 – Freeland Peterson, 45, general laborer, was crushed between two cars. Surviving: Widow
and five children
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December 11, 1947 – James Smith, 21, apprentice laborer was killed when coupling cars. He was single.
James had served four years in the U.S. Navy and survived through the Pacific Ocean Theater of operations
without even a scratch. He was killed in the mine shortly after his return home.
March 28, 1962 – William E. Kunz, 48, loading machine operator, was killed by falling rock. Surviving:
Widow and two children
Information from Annual Coal Reports of Illinois 1904 through 1962.
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Progressive Mine Workers of America
The Progressive Mine Workers of American was the union that represented coal miners at the
Livingston mine. In 1935 the following men were elected to offices:
President ..........................Herman Erschen
Vice President ..................Henry Augustine
Secretary ..........................John “Kop” Kopuster
Financial Secretary ..........Paul Heinz
Treasurer ..........................John Sarko
Auditors ...........................Steven Fech
Charles Hudock
Frank Urban
Tellers ..............................Walter Sobut
Steven Papa
Jake Smerk
Gus Miller
Mine Committee ..............Delio Fasol
Joe Covi
John Hriber
Doorkeeper ......................Arthur Heinz
Trustees ............................Martin Ocepek
Geno Seganfredo
John Widmar
Trial Board .......................Joe Dixon
Paul Stano
Andy Richelok
Stanley Karnosky, Sr.
Walter Heinz

Progressive Mine Workers of America
Women’s Auxiliary
In October 1932 the Women’s Auxiliary of the Progressive Mine Workers of America was formed in
Livingston. This was an organization for women whose husbands worked in the mine. Forty-five members
attended the first meeting and elected Lena Evans as president. Their meeting began with a business
session and then they played bingo or bunco with prizes awarded. Refreshments were served. Sometimes
the organization sponsored a float in the homecoming parade. They also sponsored a stand at the
homecoming to sell rugs, comforters or other fancy work.

30

The following poem was written about the local mines around Livingston. Mine bosses of the time
are mentioned. There is no one credited with this writing but the poem appeared in the
Staunton Star-Times issue Friday May 17, 1912.

Toot! Toot! Toot!
There’s a cadence in the breezes
In the merry month of May
We hear it in the evening,
And at the break o’day.
It rumbles o’er the city
Over hill and hollow too,
And it mingles in the morning
And it sounds real good to you.
There is no sweeter music
Upon the balmy air,
There’s nothing so enchanting,
It sounds good every where.
‘Tis the tooting of the whistles,
With their shrill and screeching blast
That informs us referendum
Has voted right at last.
As the garden sass is growing
And as daddy’s had his fish
He’ll go to work a-singing
That is, we hope and wish.
His dinner pail’ll be fuller
And his arm is strong and stout;
And we hope he’ll dig the diamonds,
And scatter them about.
So Jimmy Bird get busy,
Go out upon the tramp,
And buckle on the harness
On the mules about DeCamp.
And Albert Gerlt go hustle
And clean the dirt away,
For all the men must work
Around DeCamp today.
And hurry up Consolidated
And blow your bugle horn,
And Webster Hayes and Handshy,
And Mr. Weissenborn,
Go tell our men you’re ready
And you want it to be seen,
Those dusky diamonds hoisting,
Around about Fourteen.

And managers, Miller and Wilson,
Take Harry, Al and Bob,
Stop Roberts from assessing
And put him on the job.
Get all the drivers ready,
And every mothers son,
Should get the cages going,
Down at Number One.
And hurry up Sam Westwood,
And you and Uncle Bob,
Pile up the rock at No. 2
And throw them on a gob.
Let’s show to all creation,
That heav’ns no better place,
Than No. 2 a-working,
And every man in place.
And Hebenstreit at Livingston,
You know just what to do,
With men like Moss and others,
You sure will go some too.
Get in your working harness,
And strew the tracks with sand,
And BUST another record,
Or else the belly band.
So fire up all the engines,
And make the smoke to teem,
And fill up all the boilers,
With water and with steam.
For everyone is with you,
The long, the short, the tall,
We’re going to do some business,
That’s gone beyond RECALL
Ho! Drivers, loaders, machine men
Let’s put the armor on,
And dig some coal for keeps,
For our money’s nearly gone.
Let’s forget the INITIATIVE
REFERENDUM and RECALL,
And work like hell’s a-poppin’
And just dig coal—that’s all.
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U.S. Post Office
Livingston, Illinois
The first postmaster, David G. Livingston, was appointed to his position on December 23, 1904. The
post office was located in the Livingston Lumber Company office. In earlier years, postmasters were
appointed according to political affiliations. If a Democratic President was in office the postmaster was a
Democrat. If a Republican President was in office the postmaster was a Republican. Today postmasters are
appointed through the Department of Civil Service. The Livingston Post Office occupied several locations
over the years – Livingston Lumber Company office, Thomure’s Drug Store, the north side of the one-story
section of the bank building finally moving to its current location in the lower level of the two-story section
of the bank building.
Prior to 1957, the mail was delivered several times a day by railroad. The postmaster took a mailbag to
an area directly west of the depot. The mailbag was hung from a pole on brackets to await the next
passenger train with a mail car. The mail car was always positioned immediately behind the engine and
tender. Standing in a large door of the mail car was a clerk with a pole equipped with a claw to grab the
mailbag. Another clerk threw out the mailbag that held incoming mail for Livingston. After 1957, the train
service was discontinued and mail was delivered several times a day by truck. The mail is now delivered
by truck once a day.
Over the years, the change in character of the mail, tremendous increase in mail volume, and the
revolution of in transportation coupled with the rise in manpower cost led the Post Office Department to
seek more improved methods of massing, sorting and distributing mail. This helped produce the ZIP Code
or Zoning Improvement Plan. On April 30, 1963, Postmaster General John A. Gronouski announced that
the ZIP Code system would begin on July 1, 1963. At that time, Livingston was assigned 62058 as its fivedigit ZIP Code.

Postmasters
Title
Date Appointed
Name
David G. Livingston ................................Postmaster ........................12/23/1904
Robert A. McFarland ...............................Postmaster ........................07/22/1914
Edna McFarland ......................................Acting Postmaster ............03/07/1916
James W. Donaldson ...............................Postmaster ........................04/13/1916
D. E. Aylward ..........................................Acting Postmaster ............02/01/1920
Francis A. Thomure .................................Postmaster ........................06/05/1920
Jessie A. Livingston.................................Postmaster ........................05/20/1924
George A. Kreuter ...................................Acting Postmaster ............05/01/1936
George A. Kreuter ...................................Postmaster ........................06/01/1936
Mike Kopuster .........................................Acting Postmaster ............10/31/1948
Mike Kopuster .........................................Postmaster ........................06/22/1950
Mrs. Loris C. Bernardin...........................Acting Postmaster ............07/12/1957
Joseph P. Kucinick ..................................Postmaster ........................08/31/1959
Robert Maroon .........................................Officer-In-Charge ............06/24/1983
Bobby D. Prather .....................................Postmaster ........................08/20/1983
Darlene D. Hosto .....................................Officer-In-Charge ............01/02/1987
Carolyn J. Ruyle ......................................Postmaster ........................01/31/1987
Mrs. Denise L. Brown .............................Officer-In-Charge ............11/16/1990
Richard R. Gregory..................................Officer-In-Charge
Carolee A. Castiglione-Gordon ...............Postmaster ........................04/20/1991
Nancy Allison ..........................................Officer-In-Charge ............08/10/2004
Cheryl A. Shultz ......................................Officer-In-Charge ............09/03/2004
Cheryl A. Shultz ......................................Postmaster ........................10/30/2004
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The first U.S. Post Office in Livingston was located in the Livingston Lumber Company office. The lettering on the building
was actually scratched into the negative of this photo and did not appear on the building.

1930s. Post office on left of building, Reeves
Variety Store and the Livingston Bank,

Site of the current Post Office.
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EXTRA! EXTRA! EXTRA!
February 19, 1909
SAFE BLOWN OPEN: CASH GONE — Early last Friday morning the people residing in the vicinity of
the Livingston Post Office were awakened by a loud explosion, but as the people have grown accustomed
to hearing the report of firearms at all hours of the night, the supposition was that someone had fired a shot
and no further notice was given it.
Later in the morning when Dave Livingston, the postmaster, went down to the office he was surprised to
find it in a great state of confusion, the safe blown open and over $60.00 in cash, $150.00 in postage
stamps, and legal papers, such as notes, mortgages, insurance papers, etc., were missing.
About four o’clock in the afternoon two young men were arrested in a saloon at Livingston and Saturday
morning brought to this city enroute to Edwardsville where they were placed in jail on suspicion of being
connected with the burglary. When searched a burglar’s outfit was found in their pockets.
Staunton Star-Times

Livingston Special Edition Postmark. September 9, 1995
Sponsored by Livingston Streetfest Committee
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Village of Livingston
1905—2005
(A Time Line)

The village was laid out on Sections 15 and 16 of Olive Township, Madison County, Illinois by the heirs of
John Livingston on property Mr. Livingston purchased in 1861. The first post office was operated from the
Livingston Lumber Company office beginning December 23, 1904 with David Livingston, son of John, as
postmaster.
When the “Big Four Cutoff” was built in 1903 followed by the sinking of the New Staunton Coal Mine in
1904, a village was born.
1904

1905

1906

1907

1909

1910

1911
1912

The first five houses were built. Today one of the houses is still standing on the northwest side of
the intersection of Main and South Second Streets. The coal company purchased lumber from the
Chicago Wrecking Company who demolished buildings at the St. Louis World’s Fair. From this
lumber numerous houses were built.
The village was incorporated on November 15th and was named Livingston in honor of the family of
John Livingston. David Livingston became the first village president. Other officers were Henry
Meyer, village clerk; Thomas McCullister, treasurer, and Sam Nash, William Atkins, Fritz
Neuenschwander, James Watson, John Kniser and August Busker, trustees. Meetings were held in
the McKittrick Building.
The Staunton Telephone Company owned by C. Godfrey and managed by S.P. Williamson had
given Livingston service since the first buildings were erected in town. The old lines went by way
of DeCamp and were built of oak poles, which reduced its capacity. In September, new lines were
built of white cedar posts with a ten pin cross arm which could carry ten lines. This gave much
better service and ran from Mill Street in Staunton south to the Litchfield and Madison railroad
tracks east of Mt. Olive and Staunton Coal Mine #2 to Williamson and south to Livingston.
A village hall and jail were constructed just north of the present A.R. Graiff Elementary School.
The first frame schoolhouse was built on what is now School Street. Before that, school was held in
various buildings in town.
In an article found in the Staunton Star-Times, an early resident described the village in 1907 as a
raw mining town – no lights, no sidewalks, lots of mud and no fire department.
Two factions of Russians were in Livingston in 1909 – the Roundheads and the Screwtows. On
July 4 they had a fight in K.E. Bartulis’s Saloon completely demolishing the fixtures, mirror and
bar. Seven participants were arrested and brought to an all day trial. At the end of the day, they
were assessed a bail of $500.00 each and ordered to appear before the County Grand Jury in
Edwardsville in September.
On March 31 a fire destroyed the saloon of John Yeakel, a saloon owned by Highland Brewing
Company and run by John Neuenschwander, a saloon run by Tony Josup and the restaurant of Ely
Wilkinson. The fire was contained on the west side of Livingston Avenue. The post office and
lumberyard escaped damage.
The first bank was opened. The first church was built on Livingston Avenue north of the present
day Catholic Church. It was of the Methodist denomination.
The school was enlarged due to the influx of miners with children.
September 27th a fire broke out in the largest building in town owned by George Kitrush. Kitrush
ran a store and Kokovitch and Kondroitis were proprietors of the Red Devil Tavern in the building.
The fire reached the city hall and jail, which were located in a building on the south. Two prisoners
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1913

1914

1915

1916

1917

were in the jail but they were removed before the building caught fire. The village board met in the
Bertulis Hall for the rest of 1912 and part of 1913.
A new village hall at the cost of $4,450 was built in the wedge between South Second and Nichols
Streets. It was a two-story brick building containing a jail, meeting room and firehouse downstairs
with a hall used for social activities upstairs. On June 2 the board held its first meeting in the new
building.
Friday, April 25, 1913 — Another tragedy was connected to the Village of Livingston last Sunday
night, as five shots rang out and Mitias Gorenz fell to the ground mortally injured, while his
assailant made his escape, and to date has not been apprehended.
Mitias Gorenz, a saloon keeper of good repute, who was a popular man with his patrons, who hardly
knew what the name “enemy” was and who, entirely defenseless, walked forth from his saloon into
the very paws of death at the hands of an assailant, presumably with robbery as his intent, and who
probably commanded Gorenz to hold up his hands, and upon being refused pumped five shots at
him and fled. But two of the shots took effect to Gorenz, one in his arm the other in his shoulder.
Neither of them were necessarily dangerous, had not the ones in the arm severed an artery in his
arm. From this wound Gorenz died from hemorrhage in the Litchfield hospital at 3 a.m. Monday.
Gorenz was unable to talk much after the accident, but protested at various times that he did not
know the assailant.
It is barely probably, and this theory is advanced by many, that the unfortunate Gorenz was
mistaken for another man and that the unknown assailant assaulted him with murderous intent,
mistaking him for an enemy.
Doctors were immediately summoned, but they feared to operate on Gorenz, and he was taken to the
St. Francis Hospital in Litchfield where he died as above stated.
The body was taken to Dodd’s undertaking parlors in Litchfield where the inquest was held. The
man’s wife and grown son and daughter were sworn in as witnesses.
The body was then brought to this city where the funeral services were held on Wednesday morning
at the St. Michael’s church. The funeral was largely attended, three lodges of which Gorenz was a
member, attending in a body.
Gorenz bore a good reputation and had had no trouble with anyone who could have taken the
murderous means of resenting a past argument.
He leaves a wife and four children, the youngest of whom is 13 years of age. (This article reprinted
from the Staunton Star-Times edition of 4/25/1913.)
Shade trees were planted by the village board along all the major thoroughfares. Electric lights were
installed and concrete sidewalks were laid.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Christ Catholic Church was dedicated.
A celebration was held on September 5th and 6th under the direction of the Miner’s Band with the
cooperation of the businessmen. The picnic was held in the Livingston family orchard with various
organizations having stands. Horse racing was held at the tracks with purses of $220. Prizes
totaling $400 were given for contests of skill and strength.
The Livingston Volunteer Fire Department was established.
The roads were in terrible condition; six rigs were stuck at one time coming from Staunton to
Livingston. Six horses pulled Luker Brothers beer wagon, which had a light load, in order to get
through.
Saint Michael Uniate Greek Catholic Church was dedicated. The Bank of Livingston became
American State Bank
An oil pipeline that went from Wood River to Indianapolis through Livingston was completed in
February.
In March the village ordered road oil from Standard Oil Company for five cents a gallon. Cinders
had been put on the roads for sometime. The road to Williamson had cinders twelve inches thick.
After grading and rolling the road oil was applied
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Signs for the railroad crossings, public schools and speed limits were acquired.
In May a resolution was adopted to close saloons at 11:00 p.m. on Monday through Friday and
12:00 p.m. on Saturday. Saturday night dances were to close at 1:00 a.m. and Sunday night at 12:00
p.m.
In June a street commissioner was employed at a salary of $3.00 per day.
When the new creamery was erected east of the depot, a street was opened between the depot and
the creamery. On the north side of the tracks, a road was opened to Livingston Avenue. It is now
known as North First Street.
A carload of vitrified sewer tile was purchased in July to make culverts and to close ditches in
various places in town. A red danger light was placed on both sides of the Main Street crossing.
Six hundred dollars was appropriated for more sidewalks.
Village clerk John Arkabauer announced in November that he had birth certificates without the
child’s Christian name. He needed the names before he could register the certificates with the State
of Illinois.
The first high school was built.
1918 In January a law was passed that anyone who applied for a dram shop license or tended bar must be
an American citizen.
January 24th the mine closed at 9:00 a.m. because of no cars, the food stores closed at noon, and all
other businesses including the taverns remained closed all day. The mayor at the request of
President Garfield proclaimed it a heatless Monday. This was in effect for nine more Mondays.
The street and alleys department were to have snowplows made.
Mayor Healey made a proclamation in March – all Alien Enemies living within the village city
limits were to surrender their firearms by March 15th. Anyone failing to comply would be assessed
a fine from $5.00 to $100.00.
The village placed handbills about town stating that alleys must be cleaned.
May 1st all stores closed at 10:00 a.m. in observance of “May Day.”
In one month in 1918 six peddlers purchased licenses to sell their wares in the village. The fee was
$1.00 per day.
Women registered to vote and when the township election was held there was a woman’s ballot and
a men’s ballot – identical to one another. The votes were counted separately and then totaled.
The building committee was to investigate a location and a price for a bandstand.
On May 30th Decoration Day, now called Memorial Day, was observed in Livingston for the first
time. All businesses were closed. A number of citizens and veterans visited the cemeteries to
decorate the graves of heroes. At 10:30 a.m. C.H. Burton and D.H. Mudge of Edwardsville made
speeches in the city square about the loyalty of the people during the war. This celebration was
under the direction of Mayor Joseph Healey, Sr., Joseph Hebenstreit and D.E. Aylward.
In November the board prohibited girls from tending bar in the taverns.
Street laborers were hired for 45 cents per hour.
American State Bank became First National Bank.
1921 The village officials had a municipal Christmas tree in front of the city hall and Santa came for a
visit. The Livingston Band rendered music and the school children had a program. Packages were
distributed to the children.
A campaign for the sale of Christmas Seals to fight tuberculosis was waged in Livingston and the
surrounding area. Dr. R.C. Berry was chairman, and $1,000.00 was collected.
1924 Wagons, automobiles, bicycles and dogs had to have a license or owners would be arrested and
fined.
Happy Jack Caves who was on a walking tour around the world was in Livingston for two days. He
had been walking since April 1, 1919.
On Labor Day a big celebration was held in the city under the leadership of the village, the
American Legion and the miner’s union. This was also to celebrate the paving of Livingston
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Avenue from the railroad tracks to what is now Veteran’s Memorial Drive. A parade was held at
9:00 a.m. and was followed by a speech by George Burok of Chicago. Attorney L.M. Geers of
Edwardsville delivered the dedication address for the new pavement. In the afternoon there was a
ball game featuring the Livingston Red Sox and the East St. Louis Giants. After the ballgame, the
remaining athletic events were cancelled due to rain. The weather required the street dance to be
moved into Vanzo’s Hall.
1925 The American Legion Post took charge of the Christmas tree and the treats downtown. That year,
seven hundred children and two hundred adults attended.
1926 A Fourth of July celebration was held in Livingston under the auspices of the American Legion and
the Livingston Miner’s Band. The band gave a concert and fire works drew a large crowd.

At right is Livingston Avenue
as seen in 1907. The streets
were dirt and no sidewalks
existed.

Below, Livingston Avenue as
seen some forty years later. At
far right is the Skamenca
Building (currently Bob’s Auto
Service), then the Schwartz
Hotel (now Kirkwood’s Bar
and Grill). The furthest building
is the site of Gasperoni’s Italian
Store. You can see the old
water tower in the background.
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1930
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1938
1938

1939

1940
1941
1942
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1954
1955
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A party was held on New Year’s Eve at the high school. Three basketball games were held.
7:00 p.m.
Grade School vs. High School
8:00 p.m.
High School vs. Benld
9:00 p.m.
Town Team vs. Former High School Teachers
Later in the evening a program was presented.
The second high school was built
The New Staunton Coal Company was closed.
Livingston - Mt. Olive Coal Company was opened by a group of businessmen.
First National Bank closed.
Holy Cross Lutheran Church began.
The village board issued an order for people to cinder their sidewalks in December to prevent falls
on the ice.
Fire partially destroyed the tipple at the mine.
The position of village president, which had been a two-year term, became a four-year term.
The state legislature passed a bill that all Illinois drivers would need a license by May 1, 1939.
The fire department held the first homecoming in Livingston on September 17th and 18th. It was
held north of the tracks on the ground bordered by Main, North Second and North Third Streets. A
St. Louis booking agency was contracted to furnish eight professional acts. Dancing was provided
by Jodo and His Swing Band and concerts by the WPA Band. A large parade was held on Sunday
at 2:00 p.m. with drum and bugle corps, bands and floats. The usual rides, concessions and
refreshments stands were on hand.
In 1939 the homecoming was moved to the city park. The village purchased the park property from
D.E. Aylward for $300.00.
The coalminers purchased Livingston - Mt. Olive Coalmine.
Local volunteers as well as the National Youth Association laid the pavilion floor.
Route 66 built southeast of Livingston.
The pavilion was completed by the summer of 1941. Mr. Courtney of Staunton was the contractor.
The First Baptist Church was built.
The village board started work on a project to get a water and sewer system in the village but due to
the war there was a shortage of materials and so the project was halted.
An election to issue bonds for water only was passed and financing was provided by the bank. In
May water was supplied to the people of Livingston from wells with Hurst-Rosche of Hillsboro as
construction engineers. The cost of the water project was $165,916.65.
The tipple at the mine was completely destroyed by fire.
Mrs. Marie Wall president of the Staunton Telephone Company converted the telephones to dial
operation at the cost of $50,000.00. The highly technical equipment was housed in an all steel
building on Livingston Avenue. Other companies who have owned the telephone services are:
Central Telephone Company of Illinois, who later changed their name to CENTAL, Sprint, Gallatin
River and now Madison Telephone Company.
Residents voted to establish a sanitary sewer district.
The A.R. Graiff Grade School was dedicated.
May 11th residents were permitted to connect onto the sanitary sewer system. They had to have a
permit from the village clerk and final inspection had to be made by the village engineer or a
member of the village board.
The Livingston - Mt. Olive Coalmine closed.
Construction of a new firehouse was begun in April; the builder was Boeker Construction Company
of Hamel. Dennis Schuette, a Livingston High School graduate, was the architect on the project.
He worked with trustees Jim Rausch, Dennis Boston and Kevin Keiffer.
Jack Frandsen, a member of the community development board, was instrumental in helping the
Olive Fire Protection District get a grant of $100,000.00. Bridget Kopuster, township supervisor,
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was able to secure another $27,000.00.
1984 On February 22nd the building in the wedge between South Second and Nichols Streets was
demolished. The seventy-one year old building had served as the city hall, jail and fire department.
Just east a new fire station had been erected and so it was demolished to make room for a
landscaped area.
In October a dedication of the firehouse was held with H. Jack Frandsen as speaker.
The First National Bank of Livingston opened in December.
Mine reclamation was completed.
1986 Miniature golf course was opened at site of mine reclamation.
1989 Illinois Department of Health provided mass inoculation of Livingston residents due to an outbreak
of meningitis.
2004 Last class graduates from Livingston Community Consolidated High School.
Livingston School District consolidated with neighboring Staunton School District.
2005 National Bank of Livingston closed. Livingston High School building sold.
Livingston celebrates its centennial on July 8, 9 and 10.
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Village of Livingston Presidents and Clerks
When a village is formed, it is decided what type of administration will govern the village. When
Livingston was formed, it was decided to have a village president instead of a mayor. Listed below are
those who served as village presidents and village clerks. Until 1937, these offices were held for two-year
terms, after 1937 they became four-year terms.
Year
1905
1907
1909
1911
1913
1915
1917
1919
1921
1923
1924
1925
1927
1929
1931
1932
1933
1935
1937
1941
1945
1947
1949
1950
1951
1953
1957
1961
1965
1966
1967
1969
1973
1977
1981

Population

Village President
Village Clerk
David Livingston
Henry Meyer
David Livingston
David Livingston
Joseph Healey, Sr.
Joseph Healey, Sr.
Joseph Hebenstreit
Joseph Healey, Sr.
John Arkabauer
Joseph Healey, Sr.
Walter Koch
Walter Koch
Wence Cerne
(in 1924 Koch moved from the Village limits)
Wence Cerne
Frank Otzwirk
1,365
Henry Joshu
Frank Otzwirk
1,800
Louis Gori
Frank Otzwirk
2,000
Louis Gori
George Kreuter
1,447
David Bononi
George Kreuter
(in December 1931, Bononi moved to a farm south of Livingston)
Frank Petsche (appointed acting President)
1,447
Frank Petsche
George Kreuter
1,447
Walter Bernardin
George Kreuter
1,447
Walter Bernardin
Walter Sobut
1,115
Steve Komanecky
Clarence (Peggy) Meyer
1,115
Steve Komanecky
Clarence (Peggy) Meyer
(Komanecky purchased a tavern and resigned as Village President)
1,115
Anton Karnosky (appointed acting President)
1,115
Orville Highlander
Louis Moggio
(Highlander died in February 1950)
1,115
Steve Ruzevich
Louis Moggio
999
999
Roger Spudich
Louis Moggio
991
Steve Ruzevich
Louis Moggio
964
Steve Ruzevich
George Robertson, Sr.
964
George Wentler
George Robertson, Sr.
964
Aldo Bacca
George Robertson, Sr.
(Bacca appointed to complete Wentler’s term until 1967 election)
964
Charles Oliphant
George Robertson, Sr.
964
Charles Oliphant
N.J. Kovaly
911
John Chalovich, Jr.
Linda Rensing
911
Lloyd Moreland
Linda Rensing
Louis Moggio
949
Gary Ocepek
Louis Moggio
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Year
1985
1989
1991
1993
1997
2001
2004
2005

Population
949
949
928
928
928
825
825
825

Village President
Delores Brooke
Robert Martintoni
David Gasper
David Gasper
Miles Dudley
Brent Pfeiffer
Jerry Zeller

Village Clerk
Louis Moggio
Lisa Shearlock
Shelia Felchner
Elizabeth Augustine
Elizabeth Augustine
Elizabeth Augustine
Elizabeth Augustine
Elizabeth Augustine

List of Village Presidents and City Clerks found in Illinois Blue Book and Staunton Star-Times

Population of the Village Of Livingston
(1910 – 2000)
Census reports from 1910 – 1980 are taken from the Blue Book of the State of Illinois.
Census for 1990 and 2000 taken from website http://factfinder.census.gov.
1910............ 1,002
1920............ 1,365
1930............ 1,447
1940............ 1,115
1950............... 999
1960............... 964
1970............... 916
1980 .............. 949
1990............... 928
2000............... 825

Above, City Hall, 2005

At left, Second City Hall and Firehouse
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Memories
Living 1 1/2 mile east of Livingston on a small farm, I can remember that going into Livingston was a
big adventure. I was born in 1918, as the Great War was ending and road conditions in the winter and early
spring meant mud.
One hill had a spring in it and even travel by horse and wagon was impossible to get through. Traffic
had to cut through the field in order to get
to town. When Fords where beginning to
be the mode of travel, many times my
father had to hitch up his team and pull the
car out. Sometimes this happened at night.
William Tabor, who was in the
nursery business, had owned the farm,
which my grandparents bought in 1908.
So there were peach, pear, apple, and
cherry trees on the hillsides and also a
grape arbor. In the summer and fall we
had more fruit than we could use, so some
was loaded into the wagon and taken into
town where the miner families were eager
to buy. Sometimes I went with my father
The picture above shows the author, Frances (Rausch) Perne, as a
and mother.
passenger in her father’s Model T Touring Car with her sister Bridget
My mother churned butter and had
(Rausch) Kopuster driving.
customers in town or sold it to the store.
Usually, being the youngest at that time, I got to go along. One customer I remember was Mrs. Thomure,
wife of the druggist. The drug store was on the corner of South Second across from Busker’s furniture and
garage. Today both corners are empty lots.
Scanzoni Brothers had a grocery store where the telephone building is now. Next to it going south was
Wray’s dance hall where a lodge had an annual ‘fruit’ dance. All kinds of fruit would be hanging from the
ceiling with a bunch of grapes in the center of the ceiling.
The object of the game was to dance and gather a piece of fruit without being caught. Lodge members
would be walking around watching people to catch them stealing fruit. If the thief was caught, he had to
pay a fine according to the size of the fruit. My parents enjoyed going there.
Our first car was a Model T Ford touring car. As you can see, Bridget liked to drive and I was thrilled
to even sit in it. The second car was a Studebaker. I don’t hear of any cars by that name now. It didn’t have
any windows. It had curtains that buckled on some way for rainy days or when it was cold, but the car
wasn’t used very much in the winter because of the roads. My dad would take the battery out and put it in
the basement. (I don’t know why.)
There were many two-story buildings in various places in town. Many of them were stores on Main
Street that are gone now.
We had two doctors at the time I was born, Dr. RC Berry and Dr. Teize. Dr. Berry’s office was on the
street next to a grocery store on the corner. He delivered my two brothers, Harry in 1915 and James in
1933. Dr. Tieze had his office where Marion Martinoni lives now. Both had an office as part of their
homes. Dr. Tieze moved to Edwardsville.
After road conditions improved more cars were bought and many gasoline pumps were in use;
Livingston Cooperative Store, Mitchelar Hardware, Bike’s Garage, Busker’s Store, Dave Bononi gas
station, and at the south end of Livingston Avenue were Warlock’s on one side, and across from it
Sandrin’s Standard Station. Much later, there was one across the street from the Big Four Hotel.
When I started High School in 1932, I first became acquainted with homes and streets in Livingston.
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My folks had decided to sell raw milk and deliver it to homes in Livingston, so before school I had to help
deliver milk to people’s homes. We weren’t alone, because another farmer decided to do the same thing.
This came to an end at the death of my mother in 1935. The other man kept it going for several years after
we quit.
I left the farm in 1956 when the twins were ready for high school. My brother James and family moved
from Chicago to run the farm.
Frances Rausch Perne

Historic Route 66
Livingston is located on that very historic road that extended some 2400 miles, going through eight
states and three time zones. It started in Chicago, Illinois and ended in Santa Monica, California. Route 66
was designated as a federal highway in 1926. In 1990, Congress passed a law, “The Route 66 Study
Act”, which recognized Route 66 as one of the earliest examples of the 1926 National Highway System
Program.
Perhaps more than any other American highway, Route 66 symbolized the new optimism that pervaded
the nation’s postwar economic recovery. For thousands of returning American servicemen and their
families, Route 66 represented more than just another highway. It has come to represent the essence of the
American highway culture to countless motorists who traveled its course during the more than 60 years of
its lifetime. (From the Special Resource Study by the
Department of the Interior).
In Illinois, alternate routes were used. From 1926 to
1930, Route 66 followed Illinois Route 4 from Springfield
to Staunton. From 1930 to 1940, the Mother Road as it
was called was relocated south of Springfield through
Litchfield, Mount Olive and west of Livingston, using the
Williamson road to join Route 4. From 1940 to 1970
Route 66 was relocated to pass through the southeastern
part of Livingston on its journey to the West.
On November 15, 1995, the Illinois Department of
Transportation held an informal meeting to discuss
possible plans and programs for the preservation and
enhancement of Route 66. Following that meeting, road
signs were placed to mark the route of Historic 66;
however, the route from 1940 to 1970 went unmarked. It
was called to the attention of the head of the Illinois
Department of Transportation who then looked into the
matter. As an interested party said “George Washington
was the first President of the U.S.—that can’t change and
neither can the location of Route 66 between the years
from 1940 to 1977.”
With the help of the Village Board of Livingston and
the persistence of other interested and concerned parties,
approval was given to place signs to mark the 1940 to
Anne (Perne) standing next to the marking at the
1970 route. In the summer of 2000, the signs were
intersection of Route 4 and Historic Route 66.
erected. The road marked was the west frontage route that
runs from Hamel to Livingston, through Livingston via
Henry and Church, to the east frontage route which runs north from Livingston to the Staunton Y.
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Livingston Volunteer Fire Department
The Livingston volunteer fire department was established in 1915 when the village President, J.A.
Hebenstreit and board of trustees adopted an ordinance giving birth to the organization. The fire
department consisted of fifteen active members appointed by village officials. The officers included:
President D.E. Aylward, Vice President John Arkabauer, Secretary Harry Finer, treasure Tony Joshu, Chief
Tom Banyan, Assistant Chief Joe Sanders, Captain Bert Dunlap, First Lieutenant John Rydgig, Second
Lieutenant, William Renner and Custodian Roy Pollett, Social members were accepted by paying an annual
fee and advanced to status of fireman as openings became available.
The following men have served as fire chief from 1915 to the present day: Tom Beynan, Bert Dunlap.
Henry Lorson, Leslie Lovejoy, George Augustine, George Lusiana, Elmer Gerdes, Ronald Pollett, Steve
Boston, Aldo Bacca, Louis Perne, Russell Klein, Don Schwandner and Robert Pollett.
In 1977, John “Kop” Kopuster was the first fireman to attain fifty years of service to the Livingston Fire
department. In 1981, George Augustine was also honored. Now Anton Karnosky, Stanley Karnosky,
Bruno Larker, Ronald “Muggs” Pollett, Armando Rami, Robert Wray, and Jack Brown have also joined the
list of those who have given over fifty years of service to the Livingston-Williamson Fire Department. Also
serving the community for many years were Louis Perne (49 years), Roger Pollett (48 years), and Robert
Martintoni ( 48 years). Anton Karnosky served as treasurer of the Livingston Department for thirty-seven
years before retiring in 2004. Tina Logsdon was the first female firefighter to join the department in 1982,
and since that day there have been four other females who have volunteered their services.
The first piece of equipment consisted of a hand drawn cart with some hose on it. A year later a hook
and ladder wagon was
purchased for $250 with a
chemical engine being
added a year after. Since
only a small portion of the
village had water lines,
the bucket brigade still
served a useful purpose.
During WPA days “fire
wells” were dug in
various locations. The
fire alarm devices
consisted of a large bell
located atop the city hall
or a series of short blasts
on the steam whistle at
the local coalmine. At
that time the fire
department sponsored an The above is a 1924 Model T Fire Truck. Pictured above from left: George Lusiana on back of truck
annual Fourth of July and George Kreuter, driver. Picture taken June 22, 1929.
celebration where they
competed with nearby fire departments in ladder climbing, hose coupling, foot racing, baseball and other
contests. The day was usually climaxed with a tug-of-way for a keg of beer, with all participants free to
partake.
In 1922, a motorized truck replaced the hand drawn carts. It carried all the equipment but still did not
have a pump. It wasn’t until 1935 that a 300 GPM rotary pump mounted on a Chevrolet chassis was put
into service. This truck, although retired from service, is still in good running condition and is stored at the
firehouse.
In 1950, a fire truck referred to as the white engine was purchased. Since then the fire department has
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had five different trucks. Today’s department has two pumpers, one heavy rescue van, one tanker, and one
brush truck with four-wheel drive. According to Robert “Doc” Bowles, the Chulka fire in 1969 could be
considered the most tragic fire since two young people lost their lives in the fire. He said the biggest, most
memorable fire also occurred during the sixties. A train derailed near the present day Burcham resident, and
tank cars exploded throughout the night and the next day.
In 1981, George Augustine, a fireman with fifty years of service, said “We got our experience at each
fire, never had any training sessions.” One of the biggest fires he recalled was when the coal mine burned,
steeple and all. They fought the fire all night, pumping water from the mine pond supplied by the reservoir.
The firemen weren’t personally equipped with more than mere knee boots and raincoats, and often returned
from winter fires in an open-air truck shivering because they were soaking wet. Since September 11th, 2001,
federal grants have provided monies for upgrading fire departments, and today our firefighters have the gear
and equipment necessary for fire and emergency situations. Today they are notified of a fire through pagers,

Livingston Volunteer Fire Department - 1948
Front Row:

Clarence Meyer, Anton Pellizzaro, Roy Pollett, Frank Ocepek, John Smerk, John Lusiana, Ronald Pollett, Anton
Karnosky, and Steve Ruzevich
Second Row: George Lusiana, Louis Perne, John Bacca, Frank Nicco, John Kopuster, Armando Rami, and George Augustine
Third Row: Roy Ray, George Kreuter, Anton Perne, Steve Augustine and Elmo Pomatto.

and no longer do firemen ride on the back of a truck, but all must ride inside an enclosed vehicle due to
insurance and safety regulations. Don Schwandner, a former chief, said the fire at Kendon’s Motel and
Restaurant in 1985 was the biggest fire in recent times. There were eleven fire departments and twenty-three
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pieces of equipment there to battle the blaze. Neighboring fire departments worked together well on that
day and are still providing mutual aid when more equipment and firefighters are needed. He said he is very
proud of our Rescue Squad which was formed after a serious accident on New Douglas Road when
firefighters worked for hours trying to extricate the driver from his wrecked vehicle. Unfortunately, they
had no modern equipment for opening vehicles and the firemen used whatever tools they had available
including pocketknives and saws. Now they have tools and training to extricate accident victims in an
expedient manner, and Schwandner deserves the credit for working tirelessly to establish a Rescue Squad in
our community.
Some firefighters have volunteered to help their community at great personal sacrifice. In 1982, Orville
Soens died of asphyxiation while working on a fire truck at the firehouse, and in 1981, Jim Heeren was
involved in a very serious accident when he was responding to a call for a grass fire.
The original firehouse was built in 1913 at the present day site, and it was also the Livingston Village
Hall. It was torn down in 1984, and a new brick building was constructed. Today the department has sixtyone total active and honorary members and it is always looking for new people to volunteer. Today’s
volunteers must be willing to participate in government required training on how to operate the equipment.
Olive Township definitely benefits from having a group of well-trained volunteers who are willing to give
their time and efforts on behalf of their community.

Fire Station. 2005

Anton Karnosky standing beside the
Fire Department Memorial
at the dedication ceremony.
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Businesses of Livingston Past and Present
Appliance Sales
Illinois Power Washer Sales
Bill Augustine Maytag Sales and Service

Blacksmith Shops
Joseph Lesicko
Schuette Bros. Blacksmith Shop (burned, 1923)

Auto Body Shop
Bob Pope Auto Body

Bottled Gas (Cooking and Heating)
Mitchelar Hardware
Livingston Skelgas Service
Livingston Propane Co.

Bakeries
Charles Terando’s Union Bakery (1917)
burned 1925
Eugene Giano – (burned, 1924)
George Lusiana Bakery
Fred Mikletic Bakery
Helen and John “Pie” Lenger Bakery
Steve Ruzevich Bakery
Bobette’s (Pfeifer) Creative Baking
Tina Cuppett

Bowling Alley
Domevsick Bowling Alley (1918)
Bus Lines (Livingston-Williamson-Staunton)
John Pesavento (1917, eventually had 3 buses)
John Movrin (1919)
William Falkenberg
Cable Television
Madison Communication Company

Banks
Bank of Livingston (1911-16)
American State Bank of Livingston (1916-22)
First National Bank of Livingston (1922-33)
National Bank of Livingston (1984-2005)
First National Bank in Livingston (1984-present)

Car Dealerships
J.W. Busker

(1917 Studebaker and Ford)
(1925 Chrysler)
(1926 Chevrolet)
Scanzoni Brothers (1916 Car ran on coal oil)
McDonald & Shoulet ( 1917 Oakland)
R.C. McDonald (1918 Elcar)
Louis Mitchelar (Studebaker and Star)
Frank Petsche (Grays)

Barber Shops
Harvey Atwell (1910)
Charles Nieman (1916)
Tom Otzwirk (1918-1946)
Tom Tsupros (1920s-1970)
Rudy Knemoeller
Robert Windisch
Fritz Windisch (63 years)
Armond Pacchetti

Carpenter
Elmer Gerdes
Cigar Factory
Livingston Cigar Factory (1915)

Beauty Shops
Gin’s Beauty Bar (Virginia Balen)
Dorothy Leyden’s Beauty Shop
Marie Lesicko Beauty Bar
Wilma Krek Beauty Shop
Dorothy Sveglich Beauty Shop
Barbara Smiley’s Beauty Shop
Frieda’s Beauty Shop (Alfreda Langer)
Sullivan’s Beauty Shop (Linda Sullivan)
Cathy’s Cut and Curl (Cathy Keinast)
Marie Bartony’s Beauty Shop
Cindy Rensing’s Beauty Bar
Carol’s (Glisson) Classic Cuts
Tammy’s Beauty Shop

Clock and Watch Repair
Angal Watch Repair (1912)
Larry’s Mobile Watch Repair (1940s)
John Irwin Clock Repair
Coal Hauling
Horse Drawn
Joshua Brothers
Pietro “Dove” Bononi
Loeh Brothers
George Best, Sr.
Truck Driven
Raymond Libbra Coal Hauling
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(Coal Hauling, con’t)

Drug Stores
Olive Drug Store
Francis Thomure (1910)
Donald Parker (1917)
Dr. R.C. Berry (1930s)
Harris May

Jack Lira Trucking
Raymond Moggio Trucking
Matt Jones Trucking
Concrete Contractor
Maurice Callender

Electric Power
Livingston City Power Company
Illinois Power Company

Confectionaries
William Strohl
Frank Gucciardo
The McFarland’s
The McShaley’s

Feed Stores
Ed Hosto Feed Barn (1917)
William Francy Feed Store
Louis Schuette Feed Store
Loeh Brothers Feed Barn
Schuette and Homeier Feed Store
Elmer Schuette Feed Grinding Service
(Elmer delivered feed to farmers)

Creamery
Ed Hosto Dairy Company (1917 built by Pevely
Dairy Co.)
Dance Halls
Frank Callovini Dance Hall (1915)
Cerne’s Dance Hall (1915)
Sailly’s Dance Academy (1917 in Sailly’s
Tavern)
Charley Schwartz’s Dance Hall
Dermacks (1918)
Bertulis Dance Hall (1918)
Kitruch’s Dance Hall
Vanzo’s Dance Hall
Fred Wray Dance Hall
Club Hall Dancing
K & K Dance Hall
Livingston Park Pavilion

Filling Stations
Sandrin’s Standard Station
Andy Warlock’s Dixcel Station
Pietro “Dove" Bononi Station
Graiff and Libbra Station
Livingston Co-op’s Gas Pump (1930)
Pete Kerin’s Cities Service Station
Tosky’s Cities Service Station
Lesicko’s Cities Service Station
Harry Faulke’s Cities Service Station
Scanzoni and Coalson Station
Sawchak Cities Service Station
Harris May’s Station
Bernardin’s Station

Doctors
Dr. C.H. Kring (1st Doctor – office upstairs in
the Company Store)
Dr. Vogt (1908-1913)
Dr. R.C. Berry (1914-50)
Dr. W.C. Runyon (? - 1917)
Dr. W.K. Vaught (1917 - ?)
Dr. J.A. Oliver (? – 1919)
Dr. H.C. Tietze (1919 - ?)
Dr. W.R. Greenwood (1950-62)
Dr. Quentin Wick

Film Developing
Tumiatti and Zorzi (1926)
(process called Bril-O-Tone)
Florist
Nancy’s Flower Shop
Fruit Stands
Gucciardo and Brencatto (brothers-in-law)
Abraham Farhat

Drugs and Sundries
Walter Dzurus
Mary Karnosky and Emma Dzurus
John Jurek Family
John and Mary Svetlik
Betty and Chuck Svetlik
Howard and Betty Jean Salter

Funeral Homes and Directors
T.H. Beynon and Huntman (1910-1918)
Joshu Brothers (1918)
Latowsky Funeral Home (1931)
Burgett Funeral Home (1953)
George and Clara Lesicko (1961)
Jerome Lesicko Funeral Home (1995)
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(Grocery Stores, con’t)

Garages and Gas
H.H. Lipe Garage and Gas (1914)
Scanzoni and Coalson Garage (1917)
Bowser Garage and Gas (1918)
Livingston Garage (1918)
Scanzoni Brothers (1918)
Oliver Vallow Garage
Earl Mitchelar’s Garage and Gas
Arthur “Bike” Coalson, Sr. Garage and Gas
Arthur “Gejo” Coalson, Jr. Garage and Gas
Rudy Knezik’s Garage and Gas
Busker’s Garage and Gas
Robert Martintoni Garage
Bowles and Meyers Standard Station
Meyer’s Garage and Gas
Standard Station
Amoco Station
BP (British Petroleum) Station
Larry Benardin Garage (1987 – 1989)
Joe’s Auto Repair
J & K Auto and Tractor Parts and Sales

Stano’s Neighborhood Store
Steve Bononi Market
Frank “Kize” Wray Market
Louis Wray Market
Jim’s IGA Market
Gasperoni’s Italian Foods
Looser’s Gasperoni Foods
Hardware Stores
Skamenca / Rausch Hardware Store (1923)
J.W. Busker Hardware
Louis Mitchelar, Sr. Hardware
Louis Mitchelar, Jr. Hardware
Homeier Hardware
Martintoni Hardware
Heating and Cooling Dealers
Bud Gerdes

Grocery – Meat – General Merchandise
“The Company Store” (1904) was a general store
for miners. It was the first store in Livingston
built in 1904 from lumber and materials from
1904 World’s Fair in St. Louis, Missouri)
George Kitrush (1910-1912 when it burned)
Sam Chuver, Groceries and General Merchandise
(1912)
Max Finer, Groceries and General Merchandise
(1912)
John Kreuter Meat Market (1912)
Abraham Farhath General Store (1917)
Max Arber, Groceries and General Merchandise
(1917)
Abe Spasser, Groceries and General Merchandise
Bononi Brothers Meat Market
Livingston Co-operative Store, Groceries and
General Merchandise
Adolph Scanzoni (purchased Kreuter’s Store in
1919)
Sam Westwood Store (1920)
Alfeld and Healey Market (1920s)
Bertulis General Store
Alfred Bononi Groceries
Simon Pomatto and Sons Market
Joe “Butch” Healey and Sons Market
Walter Koch’s Market
Edward Gross Market
Langer’s Neighborhood Store
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Hotels and Motels
Ignatz Thiel’s Hotel
Sievers’ Hotel
Schwartz Hotel
Vanzo’s Hotel
Heim’s Hotel
Kendon’s Motel
Country Inn Motel
Ice Cream Parlors
Nick Lambrou’s Ice Cream and Candy
Urban Sister’s Ice Cream
(Mrs. Louis) Vanzo’s Ice Cream Parlor
(Mrs.) Podesta’s Ice Cream Parlor
Bozick’s Ice Cream Parlor
John Jurek Ice Cream Parlor
Harry and Doris Rausch Dairy Bar
Ice Cream Wagon
Peitro “Dove” Bononi, horse-drawn wagon
drove nightly along the street selling ice
cream cones and soda pop – had
“clanging” bells.
Ice House – located next to the railroad tracks
west of the Co-op Store. This was used by
beer distributors who had beer delivered by
train and stored in the ice house until delivery
to local saloons and taverns. Saw dust was
used to put around the ice blocks to help
insulate so they would not melt as quickly.

Ice Wagons
William Falkenberg
Moggio’s Ice Delivery Service (delivery for homes)
Insurance
(Susan) Bodner Insurance Agency
Country Company (Roy Merwin, agent)

(Pool Rooms, con’t)

Gasper’s Pool Room
Krek’s Pool Room
Windisch (Robert and Fritz) Brothers
Print Shops
John Camp – Livingston Herald (1918)
Anton Karnosky (1958 - Present)

Laundromat
Livingston Maytag Laundromat

Public Stenographer
Harry Finer (1917)

Livery Stables
Joshu Brother’s Stable (1910)
Harry Deck Stables (1917)
Tipmer Rachow Stable (1918)
Loeh Brothers Stable
Bononi Brothers
Pietro “Dove” Bononi
Kreuter’s

Radio Broadcasting
Theodore Kropusek
Restaurants
Ely Wilkenson (burned 1910)
Ann Schiebe Cafe
Elmer Sandrin Café
Fud’s Cafe
Nick the Greek
Hutchins’ Chili Shop
Kendon’s Restaurant
Cuppett Donut Shop
Country Inn Cafe
Dave Gasperoni Cafe
Looser’s Gasperoni Cafe
Bob Townsend’s Bar and Grill
Kirkwood’s Townsend Bar and Grill

Lumber Yards
D.G. Livingston Lumber Company
Schuette & Homeier Lumber Company
Homeier Lumber Company
Masonry
Jim Denny Brick and Plastering
Milk Wagon
Louis Schuette (1907 – 1915)

Roller Skating Rinks
Fred Wray Hall (1930s)
(Joe) Robeza’s Skating at the Park (1940s)

Monument Company
Livingston Monument Company
Plastering
R.C. Denney

Saloons and Taverns
John Neuenschwandner (owned by Highland
Brewery, burned 1910)
Tony Joshu Saloon (burned 1910)
John Yeakel Saloon (burned 1910)
Kondroites & Kotovich’s Red Devil Saloon
(burned 1912)
Pierce Purcell (burned 1912)
George Gubach Saloon (1912)
Gorenz Saloon (1912) Mr. Gorenz murdered.
John Costa Saloon (1912)
Mike Schibret Saloon (1912)
Martin Zamboni Saloon (1912)
Charles Bertulis Saloon (1915)
Cerne’s Saloon (1915)
Edmund Sailly Saloon (until 1917)
Frank Callovini Saloon (1917)

Plumbing
France Plumbing and Heating
Popcorn / Peanut Stands
Phelep’s Popcorn Stand
Pollett’s Popcorn Stand
Pool Rooms
John Crowachete Pool Hall (1913)
Harvey Atwell Pool Room (1919)
Clarence “Peggy” Meyer Pool Hall
John “Kop” Kopuster Pool Room
Vanzo’s Pool Hall
Lustek’s Pool Room
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(Saloons and Taverns, con’t)

(Saloons and Taverns, con’t)

George Skamenca Saloon (1917)
Vanzo Brothers (1917)
John Sakolosky Saloon (1918)
Joe Sakolosky Saloon (1918) (John and Joe were
brothers with saloons across the street from one
another.)
John Spudich Saloon (1918)
Albert Schweiger Saloon (1918)
Malench’s Saloon (1918)
Louis Vanzo Saloon (1918)
John Rocker’s Saloon (1920)
Louis Podesta’s Saloon (1920)
Joe Larcker Saloon
Angela & John DeCarli Saloon
Jack Scanzoni Saloon
Madam Celestine Dufore Saloon
Fred Wray’s Tavern
Thiel’s Tavern
Andy Grega’s Tavern
George Lusiana’s Tavern
John Gorenz’s Tavern
Hayes’s Tavern
Rudolph Paulicka’s Tavern
Krek & Kuketz Tavern
Robert Edmiston Tavern
Charley Forneris Tavern
Andy Warlock’s Tavern
Dave Gasper, Sr.’s Tavern
Anton Watchko Tavern
John Ottino Tavern
John Gasper’s Tavern
Art Burgnone Tavern
Armond Pacchetti’s Tavern
Flick Urich’s Tavern
John Pickle Tavern
Komanecky Gypsy Inn
Whitey Johnson’s Right Spot Tavern
Harold Hatfill’s Tavern
Bill and Helen Odell’s Tavern
Barbara and Lee Spudich Tavern
John “Pie” Lenger’s Tavern
Bill and Helen Slifka’s Tavern
Sharon and George Slifka’s Tavern
Doggie Tavern
Alfred Langer’s Tavern
John and Marie Lesicko’s Tavern
Mrs. Cresto’s Tavern
Ruthie’s Tavern
Brownie’s Tavern
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Mossie Schneck’s Tavern
Bud Gerdes Tavern
Townsend’s Bar and Grill
Bugg’s Tavern
Kirkwood’s Townsend’s Bar and Grill
Sanitation Services
George Westbrook Sanitation
Saw Sharpening Service
Washburn Saw Sharpening
Shoe Repair
Mike Kanyak Shoe Repair
Frank Hussman Shoe Repair
Lefty’s Shoe Repair Shop
Walter Powanda Shoe Repair
Tailoring / Cleaners
Keele’s (1910s)
Hart / Nelson (1930s)
Telegraph Service
Western Union (located in the railroad
tower)
Telephone Companies
J.C. Wall’s Staunton Telephone Company
Central Telephone Company
Gallation River Communication
Madison Telephone Company
Theaters
Eagle Theater (burned 1942)
E.E. Neuenschwander Eagle Theater
(1912)
John Arkabauer (1917 – purchased from
E.E. Neuenschwander estate)
Stanko’s
Walter Gvazdov
Pert’s Theater
Television and Radio Repair
Harris May
Upholstery
John Meyer Upholstering
Variety Stores
Larson’s Variety Store
Reeves Variety Store

Bank Building
The bank building complex remains as it was originally built and consists of two sections. The onestory section is divided and used for two businesses; the two storefronts share a common porch each having
a separate entrance door set at an angle. The two-story section originally housed the bank with living
quarters on the second floor.
History of Two-Story Section
The bank operated in the two story section from 1911 until 1933 when it permanently closed. The
bank section remained unused until 1937 when Virginia (Paulicka) Balen moved into the second floor
apartment and opened her beauty shop on the lower level. Virginia moved her shop into the upstairs
apartment when the U.S. Post Office moved where the bank was originally located. The bank vault is still
there.
History of One-Story Section
The north side of the building housed the U.S. Post Office until it was moved into the section that
previously housed the bank. The north side was then used as a warehouse for the Co-op Store. It is now
occupied by Tammy’s Cut and Curl, operated by Tammy Slifka.
The south side of the building held a drugstore run by Mr. and Mrs. Thomure during the early 1900s.
When the Thomure family moved from Livingston, the drugstore was run by Henry Larson and then by
Donald Parker. The Thomure’s eventually returned to Livingston and the drug store. They eventually built
a building on South Second Street and moved the drugstore there.
The Reeves family took over that section of the building and opened a variety store. They were in
business during the 1930s. When their store closed, the Co-op Store used the storefront as a show room.
Cathy Kehnast opened Cathy’s Cut & Curl Beauty Shop in the south side and operated for twenty-five
years there until her death in April of 1999.
Nancy Collman opened Nancy’s Flowers on the south side in February 2001 and provides fresh and
silk flowers arrangements and gifts there currently.

History of Banks in Livingston
The Bank of Livingston was first opened on September 9, 1911 with a capital stock of $40,000.00. The
firm consisted of Dennis E. Aylward, his brother Paul J. Aylward, and their mother Anna Aylward. They
built a two story brick building on the east side of Livingston Avenue. The Aylward family eventually
moved into the apartment upstairs.
On May 1, 1916, the bank was incorporated as American State Bank of Livingston.
Board of Directors
President .......................... C.C. Clavin
Vice-President ................. J.A. Hebenstreit
Cashier ............................. D.E. Aylward
Assistant Cashier ............. J.V. Muller
Stockholders
P.I. Aylward
D.E. Aylward
William Voyles
J.A. Hebenstreit

C.E. Atwell
J.V. Muller
Attilo Tanel
L. Finer

Frank Cerne
Ernest Zamboni
John Westwood, Sr.
Dr. R.C. Berry
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F.A. Thomure
J.T. Moss
C.C. Clavin

In 1920 in order to render their patrons better service, the bank was converted into a national bank with
the name First National Bank of Livingston.
Board of Directors
President ..........................D.E. Aylward
Vice-President .................J.A. Hebenstreit
Cashier .............................J.M. Arkabauer
It operated until it closed under the same ownership with Henry Malench serving as cashier. In 1933,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt closed all banks and the First National Bank of Livingston never reopened.
National Bank Livingston
National Bank Livingston was opened on August 6, 1984 at 480 Park Street. This marked the first time
Livingston enjoyed hometown banking since 1933. This bank was a branch of National Bank located in
Mt. Olive. It offered full lobby, drive-through, ATM, and night deposit services under the direction of
Richard C. Droste, President of the Mt. Olive Bank. Staff members at the time of the opening were:
Patricia Kostadin, Diane Schwandner, and Wilma Willette. The bank closed on April 6, 2005. Diane
Schwandner and Wilma Willette were the only full-time employees at the time of the bank closing.
First National Bank – Livingston
The First National Bank – Livingston was
opened December 26, 1984 at 482 Park Street.
It is a branch of the First National Bank in
Staunton. Employees at the time of the bank’s
opening were: Gloria Eilers, Michael Heffron,
and Linda Scherff. The bank offers full
banking services including safe deposit boxes.
The present staff is: Linda Hiscox, manager;
Casey Lebro, Debbie Prosser, and Wilma
Willette.

First National Bank - Livingston

National Bank Livingston now closed.

At left the Livingston Bank now the site of the current Post
Office. 1930s.
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Bodner Insurance Agency
Susan Bodner established Bodner Insurance Agency on January 3, 1946. At that time, the business was
located on Route 66 and Hillsboro
Road, later known as St. Louis
Avenue. Bodner originally offered
Franklin Life Insurance and Hartford
Insurance. In June 1947, she added
real estate sales to her insurance
business and became the broker of her
own business. She then employed
Martin A. Doyle as a sales agent.
In the early 1950s, she moved her
business to downtown Livingston at
420 Livingston Avenue (Malench
Building) and at that time added
Bodner’s office was first located in her home, shown above.

Susan Bodner in front of her office in the Malench
Building on Livingston Avenue.

Economy Fire and Casualty Company Insurance. She remained at
that location for over twenty years.
In the early 1970s, Ms. Bodner sold her building to Tom Rensing
and the building was converted to apartments.
She then moved her business near her residence at St. Louis
Avenue (now known as Veteran’s Memorial Drive) where she
remained until her retirement in 1981. Ms. Bodner sold her business
to Wilbur S. Meyer and Associates of Hamel.
Ms. Bodner passed away October 25, 1992 at age 86.

Cerne’s Tavern
Frank Cerne built a
tavern north of the railroad
tracks on the corner of
Livingston Avenue and
Miner’s Memorial Drive.
The family lived in a threeroom apartment located in
the rear of the building.
The tavern had many
owners over the years,
including the Ignatz Thiel
family (owners of the Thiel
Hotel), the Forneris family,
the Bob Edmiston family,
the Flick Ulrich family, the
Dave Gasper family, the
Art Burgnone family and
the John Lesicko family.
The tavern was later
destroyed by fire.
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Bike’s Service Station
Arthur (Bike) Coalson, Sr. opened a car repair business in the early 1920s on South Second Street
(pictured below) next to Busker’s Hardware. In the early 1930s, he built a car repair/service station on
South First Street
across from the
railroad depot.
During
WWI,
Bike was an
instructor
at
Scott Field. He
taught
the
recruits to fly
during the week
and came home
to Livingston on
the weekend.
He employed
several local men
through
the
years
Art
Buehling, Ozzie
Pollett,
Oliver
Vallow,
Elton
Bloemker and Earl Hetzel. Arthur, Jr. (Gejo) joined
his father in partnership after returning from the service
in the late 1940s.
They offered a variety of gasoline over the years
including Mobil, Texaco, Cities Service, and finally
Shell. Those were the days when gas stations provided
full service to all customers - free.
In 1987, the business was purchased by Larry
Bernardin and closed in 1989. The building has since
been torn down.

Pictured above are Arthur (Gejo) Coalson, Jr.;
his wife Wilma (Renschof),
Bike, his mother Rose (Mitchelar) Bowcott and
Bike’s wife Josie Zorzi Coalson.

Pictured left is Bike giving one of his customers the
personal touch of a local business owner. Bike’s Station
on South First Street
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Company Store
The Company Store was located on the southeast corner of First and Main Streets. The building was
constructed in 1904 by the Nyquist Brothers who came to this area from the East Coast to assist in the
development of the town. The building had fifteen rooms upstairs which housed the office of Dr. C.H.
Kring, the first doctor in town, as well as apartments. The store was a large grocery and merchandise store
that was owned by the mine company. Miners were able to purchase groceries and supplies and put the cost
on “the bill”. That amount would then be deducted from their next paycheck. Sam Westwood was the first
operator of this store. Later, Alfeld and Healey took over management. That site now houses an apartment
building originally built by Gilbert “Gibby” Hebenstreit of Gillespie.
Louis Schuette established a milk route in town from 1907 – 1915. It has been said that this is how he
“hardened” his horses for racing. In 1924 or 1925 Mr. Schuette purchased property on the southeast corner
of South Second and Main Streets and opened the business as Louis Schuette Feed Store.
In 1933, Schuette purchased the Company Store from the coal mine and relocated his feed store to that
site. In the mid 1930s, he added the dealership of International Harvester Farm Equipment to his business.
The business was renamed as Louis Schuette and Son until the end of 1953.

Above is the Company Store building after it was purchased by Louis Schuette and converted to Schuette Feed Store.

In January 1954, the store was again renamed as Schuette and Homeier Lumber Company by new
owners Raymond Schuette and Clifford Homeier. In April 1969, Raymond Schuette sold out and the
business was continued as Homeier Lumber Company and continued as such until December 30, 1995
when Clifford retired.
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New Model H tractor and plow sold by Louis Schuette to
Walter DeVries of New Douglas in 1940. Sons
Wallace and Merle on tractor

At left is Louis Schuette and his milk wagon. 1907

The building as it looked in
the late 1950s when it was
owned by Raymond Schuette
and Clifford Homeier. The
building was then a Lumber
Company

Homeier Lumber as it
appeared prior to closing.
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Livingston Co-operative Store
The Livingston Co-operative Society was originally opened by the United Mine Workers of America.
Owned by shareholders, it served as an alternative venue for miners and their families. Mine families originally purchased all their needs, grocery, household, clothing, etc. at the Company Store owned by the mine
company of the time. Mine families could purchase items there, but on payday their checks were garnished
to cover those expenses.
The original Co-op was opened on South Livingston Avenue at the sight of the current Merwin’s Insurance Company. As the coalmine and the town prospered, it soon became too small and a new, much larger
store was built at the corner of Livingston Avenue and South First Street. The store offered everything
from carbide and coal oil (kerosene) to Maytag washing machines to Philco refrigerators as well as meats,
groceries, dry goods, small appliances, work clothing and shoes. It was the Wal-Mart of its day.
In an interview in 1988 with reporter Karen Mitchelar, owner John Augustine supplied the following
information about the Co-op’s beginnings.
“When the Co-op store began, John, then 18 years old, was a clerk at the store. The coal company store
was located just two blocks east of the new Co-operative. It was a 100’ by 200’, two-story building located
where the Camelot Apartments now stand. Miners shopped there and their bills were deducted from the
paychecks before they received them, in the same manner, as was their house rent. Williamson also had a
coal company store, which later sold to Wray Brothers.
In the early 1920s, business was big in Livingston where the population soared to 2,000. All five grocery stores did well along with many businesses that lined the main street in town: clothing stores, a shoe
store, department stores, a newspaper, theatres, two hardware stores and two dozen taverns to name a few.
John became the manager of the Co-op in 1921 when they ordered flour by the boxcar load in order to
keep up with the demand.
The end of the First World War brought modernization. There were automobiles and hard roads and
with them came a new
item for the store,
gasoline. For sometime, the gas pump sat
near the hitching
posts, where the
horses had been tied
before.
However, machines soon began to
take over the mining
operations and prosperity began to decline. The mines in
Livingston and Williamson that once employed 1,400 people
were reduced to 700
between the two. By
1942, the miner’s cooperative store closed
with the stockholders
Pictured from left to right: Anton Karnosky, Frank Larcker, Helen Boston, George Kreuter, John Augustine, owner, Robert
receiving $500 in cash
Augustine, George Augustine.
and $250 in trade.
William “Bill” Augustine stands in front.
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The picture above shows the Livingston Co-operative Society in 1928 when gasoline was sold.
Pictured are John Augustine, Andy Domevsek, Helen Lipolsky, George Kreuter, Rose Minkanic, Andy Augustine,
Sophie Habernig, and Anton Karnosky.

John Augustine purchased the store and became on of the largest retailers in this part of the
county, selling clothing,
appliances and a complete
stock of dry goods.
Since the miners had to
furnish their own supplies,
such as carbide hats, flints
and tools, the store was divided into two large
rooms - one for groceries
and mining equipment and
one for dry goods. Long
rails ran the length of the
building with ladders for
the clerks to climb up and
retrieve items near the
ceiling.
Back in the 1940s,
loose candy was a “big
item.” Groceries were de-

livered to your home and prosperity reigned.
John’s sons John Jr. (Jack), William (Bill) and Robert all worked at the store. Jack and Bill were both
butchers and Robert took care of stocking the store. Robert took weekly trips to St. Louis for produce and
Collinsville for baked goods. Robert could most prominently be seen at the front checkout counter.
Leona Hermanns became an employee in 1944 just after high school. She was the smiling face that
greeted customers as
they entered the store.
Her infectious laugh
and bright personality
were both favorites of
store customers. She
remained an employee
of the store until the
doors closed. As well
as front counter duties,
Leona helped customers with clothing,
shoes, dry goods,
household items and
gifts.
Anton Karnosky
spent his youth as an
employee of the Co-op
employed there for
over 34 years. He was
responsible for ac- Pictured is the inside of the Co-operative Store. Note the ladders on the side in order to retrieve items on upper shelves.
Pictured from left: William (Bill) Augustine, John Augustine, Anton Karnosky, Helen Boston, Joe Lesicko, Mike
counting duties as well Kopuster, Marie Toslin, George Augustine, Geraldine (Rule) Machuga, Mrs. Plovich.
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as making sale bills.
George Augustine, John’s brother, was a butcher at the store until his retirement. Those were the days
when the butcher would offer wieners to the kids while mom shopped for her family’s meat needs.
The store employed many local residents over those many years. Some of those employees were Helen
Minkanic, who later married John’s brother Andy; Helen Boston, George Kreuter, Frank Larcker, Marie
Toslin.
The store eventually closed in April 1997. John Augustine also died in 1997 never knowing the store
had closed.
The business itself was the longest establishment to survive in Livingston.

Advertisements and Notices of the Day

1917

1918

1917

September 11, 1919
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Camp Printing Office
“The Great Depression started, some say, October 29, 1929.
In 1932 the future looked bleak to many people. I think this
poem was written by my grandfather to “buck up” the spirits
of Livingston citizens.”
Howard Harlan
WHAT THE JAYBIRD SAID
—By John E. Camp—
A Jaybird sat on top of a fence,
Singing a song like fifteen cents,
And this is the chorus of the song he sung
Just work and live for Livingston.
It’s not the man with a wad of dough,
That’s most inclined to make things go;
It’s the man with a hump, shovel and pick
Who steals 1st base & lands with a stick.
But the baseball fans don’t seem to root,
The coal mine whistle’s lost its toot,
And the Jaybird sings from sun to sun,
Just work and live for Livingston.
The birds still sing and flowers bloom,
Beside the brook and around the tomb,
There’s fun for living, peace for the dead,
In living for Livingston the Jaybird said;
Get frowns from face, tears from your
eye,
Keep on humpin’ and never say die,
Never give up ‘til life’s race you have
won
By doing your stuff for Livingston
P.S. He also advises that you get
Your Printing from the
HERALD PUBLISHING CO.

John E. Camp was the editor of the New
Douglas World in 1904. In 1906 he bought the
Staunton Star and later purchased the Staunton Times
consolidating the two newspapers into the Staunton
Star Times. He sold the Staunton newspaper in 1916
and in 1921 bought the DeSoto Press in DeSoto,
Missouri. He sold the DeSoto Press and bought the
Court Printery in Clearwater, Florida in 1926.
Due to ill health he returned to Illinois in 1929
settling in Livingston. His first office was in a
building he shared with the Alfeld - Healey Grocery
Store on the corner of Livingston Avenue and
Nichols Street. He lived on the southwest corner of
the intersection of Livingston Avenue and Oak Street
and built a building south of the house. In this
building he opened The Herald Printing Company
and did job printing until he was injured in an
accident in July 1940.
John Camp’s grandson, Merlin Menk, helped
his grandfather during the summers in the late 1930s.
When John had his accident, Merlin stepped in and
took over the printing office. After John’s death in
August 1940, the family offered Merlin the
opportunity to stay and manage the business for his
grandmother, and he accepted. He finished high
school in Livingston, playing guard on the
Livingston basketball team in the fall of 1941.
Merlin enlisted in the Navy and was called to active
duty in September 1942, and so it was necessary to
close the printing office.

The above poem was found on an ink blotter given out by John Camp in 1932.

Langer’s Store
Oscar and Anna Langer operated a little deli store in their home on Oak Street about 1937. They offered
such items as lunch meat, cheeses, soda, bread, and of course candy. Young children called it the “candy
store” and enjoyed making purchases with their pennies. The store closed about 1939. Competition from
more stores and lack of room made the closure necessary. The store was converted to living quarters for the
Langer family. Their son Alfred was born in this house and has resided there for the past sixty-seven years.
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Doctors
The first doctor to practice in Livingston was Dr. C.H. Kring who had his office in an upstairs room in
the Company Store. He later went to New Douglas.
Dr. F.C. Vogt was in town from 1908 – 1913. He moved to Arcadia, Florida, but the climate didn’t
agree with his two-year old daughter, so he moved back to practice in Staunton.
Dr. R.C. Berry whose hometown was Harrisburg came to Livingston in 1914. He took his pre-medical
studies at McKendree College in Lebanon, Illinois, where he met Cora Gedney who would be his wife for
more than fifty years. After receiving his Doctor of Medicine Degree from St. Louis University in 1910, he
began serving the citizens of Vandalia, Illinois as their doctor.
During his time in Livingston Dr. Berry delivered more than 1,500 babies; he never refused a patient.
During WWII, he took the examination for the Medical Corp of the U.S. Navy and was commissioned, but
the war ended before he was called to serve.
On March 24, 1943 a fire of unknown origin
consumed his office, most of their home, and the
Farhat business and residence. The office had
just been remodeled, installing new equipment
and furnishings. The Livingston Fire Department
assisted by Staunton tried to save Mrs. Berry’s
piano but were unsuccessful.
On July 25, 1948, many residents gathered on
the grounds near the city hall to celebrate “Dr.
Berry Day.” The event was planned by civic and
fraternal organizations to honor the doctor for
what he had done for the people. Henry Malench
who represented the organizations sponsoring the
event introduced Master of Ceremonies Judge
Jessie R. Brown of Edwardsville and E.H. Droste
of Mt. Olive was the keynote speaker. Village
The picture above shows the enormous crowd of well-wishers that attended Dr.
Berry Day.

President Anton Karnosky presented Dr. and Mrs. Berry with
large baskets of flowers from the residents of New Douglas,
Worden, Livingston and Williamson.
The Reverend Father McCarthy of Sacred Heart Catholic
Church, the Reverend M. Rothe of Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, the Reverend J.T. Finnan of Staunton and the
Reverend M. Shelby of Roxana gave brief talks. Vocal
selections were rendered by Miss Joann Schwartz and Mrs.
Maurice Burgett; Doyle Heim and Steve Kuba presented
accordion selections, and a program was presented by some
children under the direction of Mrs. Virginia Balen. A
monument was erected on a prominent lot on Livingston
Avenue and later placed in front of the current city hall.
Dr. Berry Day dedication ceremony. On stage from left to right: Mrs. and Dr. Berry;
Master of Ceremonies Judge Jessie Brown and Village President Anton Karnosky.
Unveiling the memorial stone is Rev. John Henderson of Staunton. At right of stone,
Marion, son of Dr. and Mrs. Berry and Marion’s daughter, Jane.
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Dr. and Mrs. Berry along with son
Marion.

In 1950 Dr. and Mrs. Berry built a new home in Lebanon, her
hometown, and left Livingston to retire. Dr. Berry played golf and was
treasurer and a member of the Board of Trustees at McKendree College.
They celebrated their fiftieth anniversary in 1961 and lived in Lebanon
until their deaths. They were survived by a son Marion, daughter-in-law
Thelma, granddaughter Jane, her husband, and their two sons.
Dr. W.C. Runyon served as doctor until he sold his practice in
February 1917 to Dr. W.K. Vaught of Lawrenceville. Dr. Runyon went
to Elvaston to practice with his father.
Dr. J.A. Oliver sold his practice in 1919 to Dr. H.C. Tietze of West
Salem, Illinois. Dr. Oliver moved to Hincley, Illinois. Later Dr. Tietze
left Livingston to practice in Edwardsville.
Dr. William Russell Greenwood purchased the practice of Dr. R.C.
Berry in 1950. Dr. Greenwood came from Champaign, Illinois where
he worked at the University of Illinois. He passed away in 1962. Dr.
Quentin Wick of Highland who worked with Dr. Greenwood stayed in
Livingston for a few years after Greenwood’s death.
Livingston was without a doctor until 1997 when Livingston Family
Practice was opened with ribbon cutting on August 6, 1997 in a new
building just north of the high school. It was served by the following
people from Staunton: Dr. Gregory Deters, Dr. Raj Jain, Dr. Manish
Mathur, Dr. Bryan Siegfried, and Nurse Practitioner Sheri Banovic.

The practice closed in July 2003.

Funeral Homes
T.H. Beynon who had been a funeral director in Livingston sold his business to the Joshu Brothers in
1918. Beynon was associated
with Huntman Funeral Home
in Staunton. Those were the
days when bodies were taken
to the funeral home to be
embalmed and then brought
back to the family home the
day before the funeral for the
visitation.
After the
visitation, relatives or friends
would sit-up all night with the
body while the family slept –
thus the term “wake.” The
next day there would be a
small service in the home
followed by a church service
and a small service at the cemetery.
Hugo Latowsky, who had a funeral home in New Douglas, opened a funeral home in Livingston in the
Malench Building in 1931. It was at this time he stopped using the horse-drawn hearse and bought an
ambulance. His daughter Uldene became the ambulance driver.
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Maurice and Mary Alice Burgett joined Mr. Latowsky in 1946. When Hugo Latowsky died in 1953, the
Burgetts took over the business. The present funeral home on North Second Street was built in 1954.
In 1961, the Burgetts sold the business to George and Clara Lesicko. They ran an ambulance service
until 1977 when Staunton Area Ambulance service was formed. Jerome Lesicko, their son, joined them in
1984 and took over the Livingston Business in 1995. George and Clara help Jerome and also run the New
Douglas business.

Double K Tavern
and Dance Hall
The Double K Tavern and Dance
Hall was built in the mid 1930s by the
Andy Warlock Family. It was located
at the intersection of Livingston
Avenue and Veteran’s Memorial Drive
on the northwest corner.
The building and business were
purchased by Gus Krek and Dan
Kuketz hence the name Double K.
They operated a tavern on the north
lower level for many years. A dance
hall was located on the second floor.
It was well-known for its Sunday dances and was the sight of the Livingston Fire Department’s yearly
masquerade ball held around Valentine’s Day. The last celebration held in the hall was the wedding
reception of Frieda (Covi) and Robert Augustine on June 14, 1947.
Albert Graiff and his brother-in-law Emil Libbra operated an automotive shop on the south lower
level with two gas pumps outside for many years. The building also housed the heavy equipment used
during the construction of the short-cut for Route 66 south of Livingston.
In the early 1940s, Vic and Wilma Krek purchased the building. Vic ran the tavern and they
converted the upstairs into living quarters. In the 1960s Wilma had her beauty shop downstairs.
The building changed hands over the next several years. It was severely damaged by fire and razed.

Jer-Rea’s Ceramic Shop
718 Oak Street
Marie (Hainaut) Deininger was born and raised in Livingston. She
and her son, Jerry Dale, began doing ceramics as a hobby in 1978.
Jerry Dale had just graduated from Jacksonville School for the Deaf,
and Marie felt he needed something to keep him busy. The hobby
lasted more than twenty-eight years.
Marie and Jerry have their shop in the Deininger family home.
Marie holds classes on Monday evenings and Tuesday mornings as
well as paints and sells finished items. Marie plans to retire soon.
Jerry Dale is currently working a full-time job outside the ceramic business. In addition, he began a
canning business which offers items from salsas and antipasto to jams and jellies. After Marie’s retirement,
Jerry plans to convert the ceramic area into additional canning space to pursue his current hobby.
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The above structure was located in the wedge intersecting South Third and Nichols Streets. The stable is believed to have been used by the
Libbey family and later Pietro “Dove” Bononi as a livery stable and feed business. The barn was eventually razed and Mr. Bononi had a
filling station on that site.

Livingston Propane
In the 1940s and 1950s the Livingston Co-op under the ownership of John Augustine sold 100 pound
gas cylinders. In 1955, John’s son William Augustine, Sr. began selling bulk propane for home heating.
His office was located in his home on the corner of Livingston Avenue and Wall Street. Bill changed the
name of the company to Livingston Skelgas.
In the 1980s the business again changed its name to Livingston Propane. In 1995 William Augustine,
Jr. (Bill) took over the business from his dad and Bill, Sr. then retired. The business has remained under the
ownership of the Augustines for three generations.

Above Bill, Sr.’s Skelgas truck.

Bill, Sr. and son Bill with the current business transportation.
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Libbra Trucking Company
Raymond Libbra began his coal hauling business with one truck in 1936.
He acquired eight trucks in the thirty years he was in business. His drivers were
predominantly from Livingston and included: Eddie Faletto, Aldo Bacca, John
Bacca, Ben Salter, Fritz Diesselhorst, “Skinny” Heim and Don and Norman
Randle.
His wife, Dima, served as his secretary, bookkeeper, and accountant.
Raymond retired in 1966.

At right are Raymond and Dima Libbra

Frieda’s Beauty Shop
Alfrieda (Langer) Bolin opened a beauty shop known as Frieda’s Beauty Shop in her home in 1962.
She has continued in her building for the past forty-three years and is currently semi-retired. She has
enjoyed working in the community and says her patrons are all very special to her.

Martintoni Hardware
Robert Lee (Bob) Martintoni purchased Busker’s Hardware Store building on April 1, 1946. With the
help of his father, Jack, his wife, Marian, and their four children Bobby, David, Vivian and Beverly, the
business thrived.
In addition to general hardware and house wares, he sold furniture, televisions, appliances, linoleum,
floor tile, wall coverings, furnaces, space heaters, air conditioners, water systems, bathroom fixtures and all
pipe and plumbing supplies, and
bottled propane gas.
Through the years, Bob often
hired high school students to work
at the store.
Some of those
students were: Art Heinz, Frank
Dalla Riva, Jack Wall, Robert
Kuba, Richard Stanko, Robert
Prosser and Lloyd Wentler.
The store closed June 30, 1975
and a liquidation sale took place.
The building was removed from
the premises in October 1990.

Robert Martintoni in his hardware store with the
many items offered.
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Malench Building
The Malench Building essentially stands as it was
built at 420 Livingston Avenue. There, Leopold
Malench, a local coal miner, was the proprietor of
Malench’s Tavern. During the 1930s and 40s, Leopold
and his wife Dora occupied a small apartment in the
rear of the building. Their son Henry and his wife
Mary occupied the upstairs apartment along with their
sons, Henry and Robert.
The Olive Drug Store and Latowsky Funeral Home
occupied the lower level. In the early 1950s, (Susan)
Bodner Insurance Agency and Real Estate Sales moved
into the lower level. Susan remained at that site for
twenty years.
In the early 1970s, Tom Rensing purchased the
building from Bodner and converted the building to
apartments.
On March 22, 1987, Carol Scroggins Glisson
opened Carol’s Classic Cuts and has remained there for
eighteen years.

Country Companies Insurance Financial Services
Roy Merwin
Roy Merwin’s insurance office has been located at 600 Livingston Avenue in the former Olive
Township Building since March 1987. The building was purchased by Merwin in 1986 when the township
sold it upon completion of their present building.
Merwin has been an agent with Country Companies since 1971. Before moving his office to
Livingston, he had operated from the
agency office in the Madison County
Farm Bureau Building in Edwardsville,
Illinois.
In addition to Roy, the office is
staffed by Dana Miller, who is also a
licensed agent and has worked with him
since 1999, and Stacey McCalla who
does various clerical duties while
attending Southern Illinois University in
Edwardsville. Roy, Dana and Stacey
provide sales and service to clients from
Livingston and the surrounding
communities. They help clients with
their life, health, auto, home, farm, crop,
mutual funds, and financial service
needs.
Roy is happy to have his business be part of the community and congratulates Livingston on its
Centennial.
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The Mitchelar Building
The Mitchelar Building, a large block building on the east side of Livingston Avenue, originally
housed an auto repair shop and hardware store. The building and businesses were owned and operated by
Louis Mitchelar, Sr. and his sons. Mitchelar’s son Louis Jr. operated the hardware store on the north side of
the building, and his son Earl operated the repair shop on the south side. Gas pumps also supplied fuel for
the community. Mitchelar’s business also sold Star Cars as well as tires.
A strange incident occurred in 1955. An abandoned car was reported at the Williamson mine #2
emitting a strong odor. The vehicle was towed to the Mitchelar garage and the trunk pried open revealing a
decomposing body. The local coroner Maurice Burgett and his assistant Ed Kline had the job of removing
the body from the trunk and transferring it to the morgue. The body was that of Bobby Carr a victim of a
kidnapping in Kansas City.
Louis Mitchelar, Jr. later built a large block building on the west side of Livingston Avenue and moved

his hardware store to that site. The
building is now the site of Jim’s
IGA.
Earl Mitchelar continued to
run the auto repair business at the
original site until his retirement. The
building was purchased and
converted into an archery shop and
range. The building now houses the
Skyriders Motorcycle Club whose
symbol (see picture at right) adorns
the front entry.
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Mikletic’s Bakery
Mikletic’s bakery opened in 1916 and was owned and operated by Fred “Fritz” Mikletic and his family
until 1939 when he retired. It was well known in the area for its home-style Vienna bread, peanut coffee
cake, cinnamon covered cheese cake and various Bohemian pastries. The bakery also carried various
canned goods and penny candy. Generous ice cream cones were served for a nickel.
Steve Ruzevich, one of Fritz’s key employees took over the bakery when Fritz retired. He then
purchased the business in 1944 operating it until he retired in 1973. Livingston has since been without a
bakery.

Julia (left) and Mary Mikletic in the family bakery.
1926

From left to right: Stella Knaus,
Mary and Fritz Mikletic,
Joe Hudak, Leo LaBanschnig
Standing from left: Leo Sweiger, Fritz and Mary Mikletic.
Seated: John Augustine
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The Podesta Building
The building, know as the Podesta Building, originally housed Podesta’s Saloon. Many tenants have
occupied this building over the years.
• Ray Hutchins had an ice cream shop there. He served hot chili which was a winter favorite using a
recipe from Elsie Pacchetti (the wife of a local tavern owner).
• The Steve Komanecky family ran a tavern there called the Gypsy Inn. The business was a popular
stop for many local music lovers.
• Sharon and George Slifka owned Slifka’s Tavern and their family had living quarters in the rear.
• Ruth and Leo Vertovsek were owners of Ruthie’s Tavern for many years.
• Mary and Lamar Urban were tavern owners and you could often hear polka music resonating from
the business as patrons enjoyed accordion music compliments of Lamar.
Irene and John Clemens purchased the building from Mary and Lamar Urban January 21, 1980 and
renamed their business Bugg’s Lounge. Since the death of Mr. Clemens, Irene continues to operate the
tavern and has opened an office in the rear of the building for her CPA business.

Bugg’s Lounge currently occupies the former Podesta
Building.

An ad that appeared in the paper in 1957 advertising music at
Komanecky’s Gypsy Inn. This was another of the many
businesses that operated in the Podesta Building.
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Sandrin Standard Station
Joe Sandrin built the station in 1936 when Route 66 was
renovated and came just outside of the town. Elmer his son
eventually took over the business. It was closed and torn down in
the mid 1950s. Elmer built a new station across the street when they
were in the process of making two more lanes that would later
become Interstate 55. Elmer lost interest in running the station
opting to follow the teaching profession. Robert “Doc” Bowles and
Richard Meyer took over in April 1956.

Above are from left: Elmer “Beb”
Sandrin, Emil Libbra and “Fat” Stanko

At right is the old station with Mac Sandrin
pumping gas. There is a grease shed to the
right. Gas was gravity fed. Circa early
1940s.

Scheibe’s Cafe
Scheibe’s Cafe was located on the east side of Livingston Avenue across from the high school and was
operated by Ann Scheibe of Edwardsville in the
late 1940s and early 1950s. Later, Livingston
resident Elmer “Beb” Sandrin operated the
business as Sandrin’s Cafe . It was the high school
students’ favorite place for lunch and gathering
after basketball games.
Adolph and Shirley Hebenstreit followed
Sandrin and operated it as Fud’s Cafe. Finally,
Kenny and Don Ackerman purchased the property
and operated it as Kendon’s Restaurant. They
expanded it to a finer degree and also added a
motel. The business and building was destroyed
by fire.
Joe’s Auto Repair is now on this site.
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Joe’s Auto Repair
Joe’s Auto Repair
and J&K sales has
been in business
more than 15 years.
Previously located of
I-55 and Rt. 143.
The owner’s Joe and
Treva
Chartrand
thought Livingston
would be a great
place to relocate. In
December 2004 they
moved to their
current site. They
repair, buy, sell, and
trade, for all your
automotive, tractor, and equipment needs.

Ads for businesses that were located on the site of Scheibe’s Café.
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Bowles and Meyer
Standard Station

The “Station” as it appeared in the late 1950s. Pictured above and below.

Bowles and Meyer Standard Station
opened in April, 1956. Richard Meyer and
Robert “Doc” Bowles operated the station
for nineteen years. Over those years, they
employed approximately fifty high school
boys including two of Richard’s sons and
Doc’s son. Levi “Red” Bowles, Doc’s dad,
and his uncle Ira Bowles, Sr. also worked
there. The station was on Livingston Avenue
directly east of the high school and was a
popular hang-out for teenagers.
For the nineteen years of business, the
Standard Station was easily accessible from
Route 66 and therefore reaped business from
both community members as well as
highway traffic. When the new Interstate 55
was built the highway entrance to Livingston
Avenue was closed and an overpass located
approximately ¼ mile east of this station
was built with a new entrance from the
highway into the town. This change lead
directly to the closing of the station.

Meyer Amoco British Petroleum
Richard E. Meyer purchased a
parcel of land at the intersection of
Interstate-55 and Exit 37 in Livingston
from Amoco Oil Company. In the
spring of 1976, Richard opened a
modern gas station to serve his
customers.
Richard and Robert “Doc” Bowles
previously operated an Amoco
(Standard Oil) Station east of the
Livingston High School.
At left are the gas pumps and food-mart.
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Richard continued to operate the “new” Amoco Station
until 1990 when he sold the business to sons Steve C. and
Richard A. Meyer. They remodeled the business adding a
canopy, a food-mart and repair shop. They own and operate
the business now under the Amoco B.P. logo.

At left is the repair shop.

Meyer’s County Inn and Motel
The Country Inn Motel and
Cafe’ was opened October 1976
under the ownership of Richard E.
Meyer and H. Jack Frandsen.
The motel has nineteen rooms;
the ful l-se rvic e cafe sea ts
approximately sixty-five diners.
Richard later became the sole
owner of the business. In 1992 he
leased the Country Inn to his son
Robert L. McEnery who
subsequently purchased the business
and continues to operate.

Schwartz
Hotel
This building, originally the Schwartz Hotel
was run by the Schwartz
family. They lived upstairs and downstairs
there was a hall used for
special meetings especially by the miners. At
one time, Clarence
(Peggy) Meyer lived in
the top rooms and was
custodian of the building. It has been in constant use for many years.

Pictured above from left to right: Armond’s sister Mary (Pacchetti) Augustine; Wife Elsie Pacchetti, Daughter Carol
Pacchetti, and Armond Pacchetti. The bar area is still as it is pictured above.
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Peter Pacchetti first rented the building and ran a tavern. Later his son Armond purchased the building.
At that time Armond and his family moved upstairs. He raised canaries there and cut hair at times. In the
rear of the building was a bocci ball court. This was a favorite Italian sport.
John “Kop” Kopuster had a pool hall there. There was a diner on the other side. Upstairs were rooms
to rent.
Historically – this is probably the best-known building in town. Helen and Bill Slifka had it for many
years. They served wild game and fish chowder on many occasions. Helen had a pet raccoon that was
quite entertaining for their customers.
A Mr. Hall had it for a while – also Harold and Inez Hatfill, followed by the Brown family. Elmer
Gerdes ran it and was noted for his spit-roasted pig. Al Langer and his wife Joan were owners. She made
great chili. Tom Eberhardt from Highland was a previous owner. When he left, Bud and Mossie Schneck
took over and they were well known for their Friday night fish fries. Robert Townsend was one of the last
owners and served fried fish on Fridays also. Townsend sold the business to Kirkwood’s who introduced
karaoke to the community. Their menu has specials every day with delightful entrees.

Sievers’ Hotel
Conrad and Anna Sievers owned the Sievers’
Hotel. They lived on a farm west of the Livingston
Coal Mine. Coal miners boarded at the hotel on a
regular basis. Later the hotel was sold to Ted and
Laura Heim who resided there with their children
and operated the hotel.
The building is located on the west side of
Livingston Avenue. For many years the building
housed Fritz Windisch’s Barber Shop on the south
side of the lower level and Lefty Masinelli’s Shoe
Repair occupied the north side.
Later the building was sold to Ed and Evelyn
Kline who used the top floor as their residence
until they sold the property to the Ron “Mick” and
Kay Burns’ family. The Burns’ family still resides
there.
Above, left is Amelio “Lefty”
Masinelli’s shoe repair shop in the
Sievers’ Hotel

At left is Fritz Windisch’s Barber
Shop. Fritz stands near the first
chair; Robert Windisch stands to
the back. Both customers are
unidentified.

76

S. Pomatto and Sons Grocery
Simon Pomatto opened a fruit and grocery market in the Skamenka
Building on Livingston Avenue in 1920. The family moved their
business to Wilson Street in 1922. The store featured Italian-style
delicacies, sausage, and salami. They also sold material by the yard
and clothing. Later Simon’s three sons Martin, Mario and Elmo
formed a partnership. In 1938 the family opened a second store in
Wilsonville, which was operated by Martin and Mario. The Pomatto’s
also had a daughter Mary who married Andy Rehlek.
Elmo and his wife Elizabeth remained in Livingston to operate that store. Both the Livingston and
Wilsonville stores were closed in 1983.

The Thiel
Hotel
The Thiel Hotel, owned
by Ignatz Thiel was built in
the early 1900s to accommodate the rapidly growing
population of miners moving
into Livingston. It was located north of the railroad
tracks on the northeast side
of Livingston Avenue and
North First Street. It housed
bachelor coal miners. Later, Anton Sornig ran the hotel. Eventually the hotel fell into disrepair and was
abandoned. By the middle of the 20th century it was gone.

At right is a
newspaper ad that
appeared in 1917.

Thomas Otzwirk’s Barber Shop
Hungarian born Thomas Otzwirk came to Livingston and opened
his barber shop in 1918.
The building in which his business was housed had the family’s
living quarters in the rear. Mr. Otzwirk died in 1943 at the age of 67.
His wife continued to occupy the house until her death.
A shoe repair shop operated by Frank Huhsman was in a building directly north of Otzwirk’s and closed
in the early 1940s.
The building above has since been remodeled and converted to two apartments.
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Skamenca Building
The Skamenca Building is on Livingston Avenue the current site of Bob’s Auto Service. The building
was built about 1906. Simon Pomatto first opened his fruit and grocery business there in 1920. In 1923
George Skamenka and Charlie Rausch opened a hardware store there.
The south side of the building has housed a drug and sundries business operated by Walter Dzurus,
Mary Karnosky and Emma Dzurus, the John Jurek Family, John and Mary Svetlik, Betty and Chuck
Svetlik, and Howard and Betty Jean Salter. The drug store was a favorite “hangout” for local youth.
The north side of the building housed Andy Grega’s Tavern, Joseph Healey, Sr.’s Grocery Store, a
Laundromat, and now Bob’s Auto Service.

Livingston Maytag Laundromat
The laundromat was
located on Livingston Avenue
on the north side of the
Skamenca Building. It was
originally operated by Louis
and Joy Wray, Robert “Doc”
and Janice Bowles, and Bill
and Fran Augustine. It was
open for business from 7:00 a.
m. to 11:00 p.m., seven days a
week from January 21, 1963
until ownership was
transferred to Gerry and Marie
Deininger in 1970.
Later
Robert and Judy Whitlock
became owners.

Bob’s Auto Service
Bob’s Auto Service is owned and operated by
Bob Martintoni. It was opened for business on
June 1, 1975 as an auto repair shop.
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Bononi Brothers
Grocery Store /
Wray’s Store
Prior to 1916 brothers Alfred and David
Bononi built a large brick store on the east side
of Livingston Avenue.
Bononi Brothers’
Grocery Store operated for many years. Steve
and Marie Bononi ran a grocery store directly
across the street from his father David’s store.
Sometime after 1939, Frank “Kize” Wray,
who was in business with his brothers Henry,
Jim and Bob in Williamson, purchased the
Bononi Brothers’ Store in Livingston. The
name was changed to Wray’s Store. The staff
included “Kize”, his son Louis, his son-in-law
Norrigan Buffington and Norrigan’s sister
Marge Kuketz. Kize purchased the building
which formerly housed Louis Mitchelar, Jr.’s
Hardware Store which is now the current
location of Jim’s IGA, and he moved his
grocery store to that location. The old brick
building was razed and is now the site of two,
one-story apartment buildings.
After Kize’s retirement, his son Louis and
son-in-law Norrigan continued to run the
business. Eventually Norrigan moved to Girard
and worked as a meat cutter for Cherry’s
Market. When Louis retired, he transferred the
business to his son-in-law Jim Johnson husband
of his daughter Lisa.

The above picture is Bononi’s Meat Market as it appeared
while in the family home..

The above picture taken sometime during the 1960s shows the front of
Wray’s Market formerly Bononi
Brothers’ Grocery.

Pictured is Kize Wray (left) and
Tom Maskey inside Wray’s
Market.
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Bononi Brothers’
Grocery Store at
right. Pictured are
customer Pietro
“Dove” Bononi,
owner Dave Bononi
(younger brother),
unidentified clerk
and Alfred Bononi
(older brother).

This picture shows Alfred
Bononi and Mrs. Pacchetti
standing behind the counter
of Bononi’s Grocery Store.
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The Livingston Lumber Company
The Livingston Lumber Company was owned by David G. Livingston. The office was located in a
small wooden building on Livingston Avenue at the current site of Jim’s IGA. The building also served as
the first post office. The post office continued to operate there while Mr. Livingston served as postmaster.
Behind the office was a large building used to store lumber and directly behind that building was the
“lime house” where lime used on fields was stored.

Tom Tsupros’s Barber Shop
Tom Tsupros came to Livingston in the 1920s and opened his barbershop on Livingston Avenue in a
two-story building owned by the bank. Tom’s barbershop was on the ground floor, and a hall used for
various purposes was on the top floor. Before the building was repossessed by the bank in the 20s, it is
believed to have been owned by Harvey Atwell. Tom operated his business in the building until 1943 when
the bank decided to raze the building. He then moved next door to a building that housed a tavern run by
Joe Larcker. This building had a room on the north side that he remodeled for his barbershop. Today this
building houses Gasperoni’s Italian Food Store.
He remained in that building until 1952 when he moved to a new location in a building built for him by
his sons. That building is located on the lot where the bank tore down the two-story building where Tom’s
first barbershop was located. The building later housed a video store and tanning salon.
Tom continued to work at this location until 1970 when he retired and moved to a nursing home due to
failing health. He died in 1975.
When Mr. Tsupros opened his barbershop, haircuts and shaves were offered for 25 cents and 15 cents
respectively. Some of the wealthier, prominent customers had their own personally marked shaving mugs
which were kept in their own cubicle. Spittoons were a common necessity in the barbershop for tobaccochewing customers.
Tom and his wife Mary raised seven children – Bessie, James, Marion (Grit), Irene, Virginia (Ginny),
Helen, and Patricia.

Gasperoni’s
The building was built by Highland Brewing Company in 1905. The original owner was Louis
Cadona. There were living quarters on the north end of the building. For most of the time, the building was
used as a tavern. Owners included Joe Larker and family in 1938, John Ottino and family, Bill and Helen
O’dell, Bill Hay and his wife, Vern Stearns and Barbara Spudich. Barbara Spudich’s son Lee and his
family lived there for many years.
Tom Tsupros had his barbershop on the north end of the building for many years.
Dave Gasper purchased the building about ten years ago. He completely remodeled the inside and
converted the tavern area to an Italian grocery store. Later he also served meals and pizzas. When Dave
decided to retire and move, Sherry Looser of Staunton purchased the business. She added beer and wine to
the menu. On May 28, 2005 she sold the business to Amy Costa. She plans to continue specializing in
Italian foods, pastas, and pizza.
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W.L.S.
Airport
In 1946 a group
of five men Ted
Dworzynski
of
Staunton, Lt. John
Bellovich of Williamson, and Elmer
France,
Arthur
“Bike”
Coalson
Sr., and John
Repovsch
of
Livingston planned to build an airport and flying school. It was located on John Repovsch’s land a quarter
of a mile north of the Route 66 overpass over the Big Four Railroad. It encompassed eighty acres and was
east of Mt. Olive and Staunton Coal Mine #2.
In February 1946, the Illinois Department of Aeronautics approved the plan. It was named W.L.S. Airport; the initials designating Williamson, Livingston and Staunton, the three adjoining communities.
By June 13, 1946 four airplanes were available for passenger service. One was a PT-23 Army primary
training plane and one a Navy Timion training plane.
One Sunday in October 1946, an air show was held at the airport which included the following:
1:45
Formation Flying
2:10
Leonard Brown of Staunton former Army pilot
2:40
Bombing Practice
3:10
Comic Stunt Flying
3:40
Felix Revello of Wilsonville former Army pilot
4:00
Ted Soper, well known stunt pilot
4:20
Parachute Jump by Flash Kelly, known as “The Greatest”
Admission fee was 75 cents for adults and 25 cents for children. Fifty cents of the adult price could be
applied to a $2.00 airplane ride after the show or anytime within thirty days.
Charles G. Baker of Hillsboro lost his life when his
plane crashed near W.L.S. Airport. He had come to observe the air show and was killed as he left the airfield.
William K. Claxon, a passenger in the plane, was injured.
On September 1, 1947, Labor Day, the W.L.S. had a
formal opening. An afternoon of flying exhibition,
stunts, glider flights, parachute jumps and bombing was
held with three men from Springfield participating –
Jimmy Graham, Arthur Treppler and Norman Bruckner.
A fish fry was held in the afternoon and evening. In
the evening a dance was held in the big hangar with
Louis Baldoni and his Vets furnishing the music.
In January 1948 Myrle J. Stinnett and James Denniston, Jr. were managers of the airport.

82

Livingston Grade School
The first school was a wooden building built in 1907. With the continued increase in population, it
became necessary to enlarge the school which was completed in 1912. No one knows exactly how the
increase of rooms to the
school was made. Some of
the pictures show a likelihood
of an addition on the back.
This small town had its
problems concerning the
student population. In 1916
and 1917 the school could
only operate for half-days
because it was too crowded.
In November, 1918, every
child, as well as adults, was
vaccinated for smallpox. It
was spreading across the
country like wildfire.
In
October of that same year, the
school had to be closed for
two months because of the
Spanish Influenza epidemic.
There were two entrances
First grade school built in 1907. Addition was made to the building to accommodate increased student
to this school one on the north
population Note cross on white background hanging in upstairs windows. This represented rooms in which each
and one on the south side of
child had given money for the Junior Red Cross.
the building. There were two
classrooms on the east side of the first floor and
two classrooms on the west side. Later the two
classrooms on the west were converted to an
auditorium. This auditorium had a stage at the
south end of the room. This room was used for
music classes, movies and plays. In later years, the
auditorium was used as a cafeteria.
On the upper floor were four classrooms – two
on the east and two on the west. In the early 1940s
the northwest room was used as a lunchroom
where a meal could be purchased for five-cents.
It has also been noted that at the first school
there was a large bell tower on the top of the
building. This was topped by a flagpole from
which flew Old Glory every day. The bell in the
tower was rung every day as a signal for school to
begin. The bell could be heard throughout the
town. Some time later, according to pictures in the
Madison County Historical Museum, the upper
portion of the tower that housed the bell and
supported the flag pole was removed. Even the

This is the same building after more renovations took place. Notice the
difference in the bell tower from photo above.
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bell enclosure disappeared, but the bell was put in the cupola on the front of the roof and was rung by
pulling on a rope just inside the front door. The flag was later flown from a flagpole next to the bicycle
racks.
One unique feature of the building was the metal fire escapes that were erected on the outside reaching
to each of the second floor rooms. At that time virtually all schools in the area were built of wood thereby
making them a significant fire hazard.
On the east side of the frame building was a playground. There was a sliding board, merry-go-round
(made to be pushed by your feet), see-saw, and of course several swings. It was not a fancy playground.
Everything was made of wood or iron. There was no grass growing in or around the playground.
This building was used until 1961 when the new A.R. Graiff Grade School was built along Livingston
Avenue. A great many young people went to this old frame building before it was torn down to make way
for apartment buildings.

Livingston Grade School Kindergarten Class 1954-1955.
Pictured by row from left:
Row 1: Joann Linenman, Shirley Meier, Lonnie Kopuster, Patty Matesa, and David Genczo.
Row 2: Michael Denny, Barbara Arndt, Bruce Chulka, Debbie Moggio, and teacher, Maridel Nixon.
Row 3: LaWayne France, Michael Vallow, Vara Lynn Best, Dennis Best, and Diane Booth.
At table: Lorna Cox, Ronnie Schoen, Gerald Tsupros, Larry Machuga, and Ronnie Ocepek.
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Thom Thumb’s Wedding
February 18, 1921
Back row from left: Floyd Moss, Klavora, Anton Karnosky, Belva Coalson, Joe Petruska, Calligaris, Vallow, Satovia, Carlo
Bononi, Pauline Guilliani.
Second row: Loris Becker Bernardin, Mary Saulkis, Max Larker, Unidentified, John Sahovich, Unidentified, Dick Salter, Bozik,
Coalson, Dorothy Evans, Frank Kosloski, and Clara Sievers
Third row (seated): Louis Moggio, Unidentified, Calligaris, Groom Andy Minkanic, Preacher John Minkanic (between Bride
and Groom), Bride Norma Alfeld, Unidentified, Unidentified, Unidentified, Unidentified and John Berdoni.
Front (kneeling): All Unidentified.

The Cruise of the Trundle Bed
1929 - 1930
Third, Fourth and Fifth Grades
Teachers Edna Kroeger, Leona Bernardin and Margaret Livingston
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Livingston Grade School Fourth Grade. Teacher was Dora Dixon who is seated on step at left of photo.
September 1924.

Pictured from left to right:
Back row: Russell, Jones, Clinton Kerin, Robert Strohl, Onelio Pellizzaro, Tom Karnosky, Bob Urban, Tom Margaritis, Mike
Zarr, Fred Bononi, Bill Majeski, Marion Scanzoni,
Middle row: Ali Farhath, Henry Malench, Richard Heinz, Calvin Hainaut, Billie Teeske
Front row: Norma Callovini, Dorothy Kostadin, teacher, Norma Maskey, Frieda Covi, Dorothy Facinelli, Arlene Falkenberg,
Irene Mellas.
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A.R. Graiff Grade School
After years of deterioration it became necessary to replace the original frame building and the original
brick high school that was then housing grades five through eight. A.R. Graiff the district superintendent as
well as the school board worked diligently to see that the new school building became a reality.
Construction of the new grade school on Livingston Avenue began in 1961. The school was constructed at
a cost of over $161,507.00 and contained eight classrooms, four restrooms, a principal’s office, an allpurpose room, a large kitchen, a central library for upper grades and a heating control room. Mr. Graiff died
in the spring of 1961. In his memory the new A.R Graiff Grade School was dedicated on September 9,
1962. Continued growth in the community led to the addition of five classrooms, a teacher’s workroom
and speech room in 1965 - 1966.

Ground breaking ceremony:
From left to right: Architect, Marion Verton,
principal; Dave Dzurus, school board member; Andy Grega, school board member, with
shovel; John Lenger, school board member,
George Best, school board member, and
Oscar Windisch, school board member. Man
on earthmover is unidentified.

At left, A.R. Graiff Grade School as it appears
today.

At right, Grade School sign. The school is readying for
its second year as a part of the Staunton School District.
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Livingston Elementary Teachers
S – Superintendent
P – Principal
AP – Assistant Principal
J.M. Stevens...........................1907 – 1908 P
Lillian Weber .........................1907 – 1908
Carrie Schoeumetzler ............1907 – 1908
T.L. Knight ............................1908 – 1909
J.A. Hebenstreit .....................1908 – 1909
Grant Carlock ........................1908 – 0909
E.W. Bunn .............................1913 – 1916
Mary Hornsberger..................1913 – 1915
Mamie Green .........................1913 – 1914
Myrtle Rusher ........................1913 – 1915
Edna Graf...............................1913 – 1914
Ruth Best ...............................1913 – 1923
Ivan Bunn ..............................1914 – 1916
Elma Carson ..........................1914 – 1918
Elizabeth Zobovcik ................1914 – 1915
Eva Carlton ............................1914 – 1934
Beula Howell .........................1915 – 1918
Minnie Holliger .....................1915 – 1918
Iona Foster .............................1915 – 1919
Tipmer Rachow .....................1916 – 1923
1923 – 1926 S
Mabel Jones ...........................1916 – 1919
Delores Meyer .......................1918 – 1919
Nancy Best.............................1918 – 1920
Alma Larson ..........................1918 – 1920
Bettie Tabor ...........................1918 – 1920
Julie Bolton ............................1918 – 1920
Mae Tabor..............................1919 – 1920
Darrel Kilduff ........................1919 – 1920
Sadie Landau .........................1919 – 1920
Mae McLaughlin ...................1919 – 1920
Mrs. Tipmer Rachow .............1920 – 1921
Frances M. Hoy .....................1920 – 1921
Leona Kroeger .......................1920 – 1922
Josephine Finnegan................1920 – 1924
Vida R. O’Neal ......................1920 – 1922
Jennie Best .............................1921 – 1923
Florence C. Marland ..............1921 – 1923
Lillie Boyle ............................1921 – 1925
Herman Koch .........................1921 – 1922
Dora Dixon ............................1922 – 1926
Lucille Reeves .......................1922 – 1924
Marquis Hattenhauer .............1922 – 1926 P
Eileen Wyatt ..........................1922 – 1923
Mariette Leroy .......................1922 – 1923

Camillia Myers ...................... 1923 – 1924
Camillia Hodge ...................... 1923 – 1925
Irene Morrissey...................... 1923 – 1924
Mary Risco ............................ 1923 – 1924
Elva Teus ............................... 1923 – 1926
Olga Andrews ........................ 1924 – 1926
Elva Geers ............................. 1924 – 1927
Mary Schmidt ........................ 1924 – 1928
Mary Urbancsnik ................... 1924 – 1925
Norma Walthern .................... 1925 – 1929
Corinne Miller ....................... 1925 – 1926
Rebecca Livingston ............... 1926 – 1930
Anna Sander .......................... 1926 – 1928
Lucille McLauchlin ............... 1926 – 1929
Phyllis Meyers ....................... 1926 – 1928
Marie Valerio......................... 1927 – 1935
Faye Livesey.......................... 1928 – 1929
Pearl Nessl ............................. 1928 – 1929
Wm. Russell Combs .............. 1928 – 1930
Margaret Livingston .............. 1929 – 1931
Mary Hornsberger ................. 1929 – 1930
Edna Kroeger ......................... 1929 – 1935
Leona Benardin ..................... 1929 – 1931
Lucille Dillingham................. 1930 – 1934
Angela Repovsch ................... 1931 – 1942
Eloise Bird ............................. 1931 – 1933
Margaret Moorman ................ 1932 – 1933
Anton Perne ........................... 1932 – 1939
1939 – 1943 P
Dorothy Kostadin Banjavic ... 1934 – 1942
1945 – 1946
Otto Unger ............................. 1935 – 1936
Eloise Moehrman................... 1935 – 1936
Elsie Pahsler .......................... 1935 – 1950
Louise Paulicka Moggio ........ 1936 – 1939
1950 – 1958
Emma Larcker ....................... 1936 – 1974
John Lusiana .......................... 1938 – 1941
Sophia Moggio ...................... 1939 – 1945
Evelyn Bowles ....................... 1941 – 1934
1947 – 1950
Jessie Brit Buehling ............... 1942 – 1946
1971 – 1981
Leona Dzurus......................... 1943 – 1944
1946 – 1947
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Albert R. Graiff......................1943 – 1961 P
Valera Perne ..........................1944 – 1945
1946 – 1955
Florence Ficker ......................1945 – 1949
1952 – 1953
Corinthia Cross ......................1949 – 1950
Ira Bowles, Jr. ........................1950 – 1952
1954 – 1961
1965 – 1966
Viola Highlander Bohenen ....1950 – 1962
Maxine Bickline Homeier .....1950 – 1952
1954 – 1958
Dean Pieper............................1950 – 1952
Elmer Sandrin ........................1951 – 1960 AP
Livingston Elementary District # 141 became
Livingston Consolidated School District #4 in
1952.
Maridel Nixon........................1954 – 1962
Frances Augustine .................1955 – 1960
Elizabeth Johnson ..................1958 – 1969
Bertha Sievers ........................1958 – 1965
Louis Philippi ........................1959 – 1963
Vera Cooper...........................1960 – 1965
William Joe Polonius .............1960 – 1969
Anabell Shermer ....................1960 – 1966
Robert Theus..........................1961 – 1963 P
Christine Stanko ....................1962 – 1965
Wayne Brooke .......................1963 – 1992 P
Dorothy Doerle ......................1963 – 1966
Charlene Halemeyer ..............1965 – 1966
Clarence Burkhart ..................1966 – 1971
James Lumas..........................1966 – 1968
Cornelius Kenny McGrady....1966 – 1981
Karen Neeman .......................1966 – 1969
Vida Sweet.............................1966 – 1967
Michael Alikonis ...................1967 – 1993
Sandra Hlafka ........................1967 – 1969
Kathyrn McEnery Meyer .......1967 – 1981
James Kuenneth .....................1968 – 1971
Shirley Yancik .......................1968 – 1988
Judy Klein ..............................1969 – 2002
David Lamore ........................1969 – 1991
Connie McNeely ....................1969 – 1975
Diana Mengal ........................1971 – 1973
Darlene Metz .........................1971 – 1986
Joan Dalla Riva Kuba ............1972 – 1980
Martha McCormack ...............1972 – 1995
Harry Reinhold ......................1972 – 1975
Beverly Williams ...................1972 – 2004

Terry Wray ............................ 1972 – 1993
Donna Suessen ...................... 1973 – 1975
Janice Libbra ......................... 1975 – 1977
1984 – 2004
Carolyn Semanak Genczo ..... 1975 – 2004
Kathy Lienemann .................. 1976 – 1979
Cornelius McGrady ............... 1976 – 1981
Dianne Wells ......................... 1976 – 1977
Ruth Ladd.............................. 1977 – 1992
Gail Scheller.......................... 1978 – 1988
Lorna LaRue ......................... 1979 – 1983
Kathy Kuttin.......................... 1981 – 1982
Kay Smiley Caldieraro .......... 1982 – 1985
Sue Mangoff.......................... 1986 – 1987
Barbara Maddalon ................. 1987 – 1989
Sherrill Hunter ...................... 1988 – 1989
Melinda Chesnek .................. 1989 – 1990
Mary Jane Helsel................... 1989 - 1991
Faih Witmer .......................... 1989 – 1990
Kathyrn Carlyon.................... 1990 – 1992
Kay James ............................. 1990 – 1992
Faith Kennedy ....................... 1990 – 1992
Patty Miller ........................... 1990 – 1991
Dave Harbin .......................... 1992 – 1993
Kelly Kemper ........................ 1992 – 1995
Belinda Beckman .................. 1993 – 1995
Rhonda Brigman ................... 1993 – 1995
Jacqueline Cutler ................... 1993 – 1995
Carol Hohn ............................ 1993 – 1995
Patricia Lenzen...................... 1993 – 1994
Kevin Sterchi ........................ 1993 – 1995
Douglas A. Zehr .................... 1995 – 2004 P
Elizabeth Caldieraro.............. 1995 – 1998
Tammy Eggemeyer ............... 1995 – 2000
Kevin Hunter ......................... 1995 – 1996
Karen McDonald ................... 1995 – 1999
Michelle Nungesser .............. 1995 – 2004
Karen Sanborn ...................... 1995 – 1998
Michael Korte ....................... 1996 – 2004
Melodie Denson .................... 1999 – 2001
Sasha Huff ............................. 1999 – 2003
Kerry Stricker........................ 1999 – 2004
Melinda Weilmuenster .......... 1999 – 2000
Tammy Grammer .................. 2000 – 2004
Tracy Noud ........................... 2000 – 2004
George Wilkerson, Jr. ........... 2000 – 2001
Elizabeth Luetkmeyer ........... 2001 – 2002
John Kruse ............................ 2002 – 2003
Margaret Dinsenmeyer.......... 2003 – 2004
Ann Hagen ............................ 2003 -- 2004
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The First High School
The movement to build a high school was started by John J. Arkabauer with the aid of then
Superintendent Tipmer Rachow and others. In May 1917, plans for a new school building were drawn by
architect Michael J. Kane of Edwardsville. The new building was to be erected east of the grade school
playground. Classes were held in the frame grade school building in the fall of 1917 for the first high
school class made up of only eight students.
The new school was a two-story, brick building with four rooms and a principal’s office. Entering the
front door there were stairs that led to the first floor where there were two classrooms. There were two sets
of stairs that led to two additional classrooms and the principal’s office on the second floor. Each
classroom contained a cloakroom and outside each second floor classroom was a metal fire escape called a
chute. These structures were large, hollow metal tubes that students literally slid down inside to reach
ground level. The building was built atop a full basement where there were restrooms for both boys and
girls. This is the first school building in Livingston that had “inside” restrooms. The children from the
frame building now went to the brick building to use the restrooms. The furnace room and janitor’s supply
room were both in the basement. The furnace provided heat for both buildings.
The first class graduated in 1921. The graduation ceremony was held at the Eagle Theatre on
Livingston Avenue north of the present day city hall. This class was unique as it had only one graduate,
Jennie Best.
In 1926 the schools were again
becoming overcrowded so a new high
school was built and grades five, six, seven
and eight were moved to the brick high
school building. When this building was
used as an elementary school, the library
was in the principal’s office until 1946
when a new library was built on the second
floor over the first floor, entryway stairs.
There also were two baseball fields on the
east side of the brick school building – one
for boys and one for girls.
This building continued as a grade
school until the new A.R. Graiff School
was built. This building was then torn
down and apartment buildings were
erected on the site.

First graduate of Livingston High School
Jennie Best
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The First Livingston
High School

The first high school was located on School Street next to
the original grade school building. When the second high
school was built, this building was converted to serve
grades 5 though 8.

Mrs. Valerie Perne’s Sixth Grade Class in the former first high school building after being converted to grades 5 through 8.
1954-1955
First row left: Gloria Lesicko, Jim Highlander, Sharon Balen, Nancy Guth, Karen Healey, Bob Leyden
Second row: Bob Philippi, Denis Karnosky, Ricky Ziglar, Joe Watchko, Nelda Mitchell, George Ulrich
Third row: Irvin Boulch, Marian Windisch, Raymond Barber, Linda Bendix, Ann Scroggins, Alva Huffman, Dennis Arndt
Fourth row: Nancy Augustine, Shirley Repovsch, Karen Karnosky, Linda Pacchetti
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Earth moving equipment readies to demolish
this grade school building (also the first high
school) in 1973.

Scene of the grade school building being
destroyed in order to make way for the
Grade School Apartments owned by Jim
and Michele (Kucinick) Muin.

The first of two apartments as they were
being constructed on the site of the old
grade school and first high school building
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Second Livingston High School

As the community grew there became a need for another building to house high school classes. The
new high school was built on a ten-acre tract of land at the south end of Livingston Avenue. The site was
formerly used as a baseball park.
J.I. Gedney of East St. Louis was the contractor on the building project. He was the brother of Mrs. R.
C. Berry of Livingston. The land was purchased for $2,000.00, and the school was built at a cost of
$51,800.00.
The building was a two-story structure built of brown, mat brick with stone trim. Metal fire escape
stairs extended down from the second floor on both the east and west side of the building. The basement
housed the gymnasium, locker rooms and restroom facilities.
The main entrance on the north side of the building had a long flight of stairs to reach the first floor. At
the right side of the stairwell was the girls’ cloakroom and beyond was a classroom for Home Economics.
It contained appliances and other items necessary for the teaching of cooking and sewing. Next to the
classroom, at the foot of another flight of stairs, was the principal’s office. The boys’ cloakroom was on the
left of the stairwell and another classroom was next door. This classroom was used for math and
bookkeeping classes. Outside this classroom was another flight of stairs that led to the second floor.
Both sets of stairs led to a second-floor landing that opened to a large study hall. The room contained
individual desks used by students to work on homework assignments. This room was also used for
assemblies, plays and queen crownings. On the other side of the second-floor landing was a short flight of
stairs that led to more classrooms. These rooms were used for commercial, science and history classes. The
library was also on this floor. Sometime later the library was moved to the first floor and then to its final
setting at the far end of the study hall.
In 1926 the new high school was accredited by the University of Illinois and was recognized by the
State Department of Public Instruction as a Standard Four Year High School in 1928.
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In order to meet the standards set by the Illinois State Board of Education, the high school was
renovated and the gymnasium converted to classrooms. Construction of a new gymnasium addition on the
south side of the building began in 1949.
In 1950 the Livingston Homecoming Committee voted to advance the school district funds to purchase
bleachers for the new gym. Five hundred seats were installed when the floor was finished and one hundred
additional chairs were also purchased.
Marion A. Verton, principal, presided over a brief ceremony prior to the beginning of the first
basketball game played in the new gym.
During the late 1980s and 1990s many school districts in the State of Illinois were plagued with
financial problems. Livingston was no exception, and in 2004 the community made the decision to dissolve
the district and annex to Staunton School District.

Gymnasium entrance to the Second High School
Building. Entrance faces Livingston Avenue.

Looking Back – Childhood Memories
by Robert Augustine
I was fortunate to have been born and raised across the street from the Livingston High School. I was
always awed by the hustle and bustle of the students coming and going to school. As a toddler I also
watched them play and practice football on the athletic field. Football was discontinued in the mid 1930s,
but there were still a lot of activities on the field. They hosted a lot of track meets featuring pole vaulting,
shot-putting, javelin throwing, short jumping, relay racing, hurdle jumping, etc. Ray Komanecky (now deceased) represented Livingston and was always a top contender. Andy Warlock was the janitor and took
pride in the school. He had three huge flower beds in front of the school filled with red cannas surrounded
by Mexican fire-bushes which were green but turned fire-red in the fall. He also kept the lawn cut and
green like a golf course. He was a strict disciplinarian and during the summer kept the lawn alive with water sprinklers. As young kids he would let us don our swimming suits and play under the sprinklers and
slide in the wet, green grass. As we grew older, we would play cork ball on the east side of the school using
the school as our back stop. We also used the huge athletic field to fly our kites. My wife, three kids and I
graduated from the school. Today it sits lonely and forlorn – awaiting its fate; it’s called progress.
Today you don’t see kids outside too much. Television seems to be the wave of the future and no one
does much outside unless it’s got a motor on it. We’ve got to take care of our environment before it takes
care of us.
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Livingston High School Teachers
S – Superintendent
P – Principal
AP – Assistant Principal
Tipmer Rachow .....................1920 – 1926
Helen Sweeney ......................1920 – 1921
Florence Gedney ....................1920 – 1921
Dorrel Kilduff ........................1920 – 1921
Eleanor Clancey.....................1921 – 1923
Marie Foltz ............................1921 – 1922
Lawrence Crawford ...............1922 – 1925
Edith Wilson ..........................1923 – 1927
Caroline Considine ................1924 – 1925
Evelyn Waters........................1925 – 1928
Vivian Plyley .........................1925 – 1927
A.W. Huber............................1926 – 1927
Carl Fisher .............................1926 – 1927
Frances Holben ......................1926 – 1930
L.J. Hortin ..............................1927 – 1928
Howard Crawford ..................1927 – 1941
Marquis Wattenhauer ............1927 – 1929
Edmund Wahl ........................1928 – 1932
Margaret Cahill ......................1928 – 1929
Ethel Williams .......................1929 – 1930
Gretta McCutchin ..................1929 – 1930
Alice Hickey ..........................1929 – 1930
Charles Hall ...........................1930 – 1934
Charles Ford ..........................1930 – 1947
Muriel Carmody ....................1931 – 1934
H.E. Cantrell ..........................1932 – 1933
Vernon Mays .........................1933 – 1938
Lillian Tolbert ........................1933 – 1937
Violet Sauer ...........................1934 – 1937
Lillie Zimmerlin ....................1934 – 1937
Esther Palmer .........................1935 – 1937
Mary Frances Moore .............1936 – 1937
Norman Strader......................1936 – 1938
Charlotte Faris .......................1937 – 1938
Frances Packer .......................1937 – 1941
Mary Hoyt Stoddard ..............1937 – 1938
Fred Chapman........................1938 – 1943
Selma Helmkamp ..................1939 – 1942
Clyde Arnold .........................1941 – 1942
Ruby Walker ..........................1941 – 1942
George McMillan ..................1941 – 1942
Viola Kobler ..........................1942 – 1943
Faye Sherfy ............................1942 – 1946
Kathern Hoehn.......................1942 – 1943

S

Anton Perne ........................... 1943 – 1959 P
Louis Hambley ...................... 1943 – 1944
Mary Graden .......................... 1943 – 1944
Clara Pearson ......................... 1944 – 1947
Gloria Jones ........................... 1944 – 1945
Evelyn Knezik ....................... 1945 – 1946
Virginia Wittcoff ................... 1945 – 1946
Marion Verton ....................... 1946 – 1958
1959 – 1984 P
Eileen Harry Scheibal ............ 1946 – 1948
Eloise Binney......................... 1947 – 1955
Frank Jerse ............................. 1947 – 1948
Helen Kipping ....................... 1948 – 1955
Elnora Smith .......................... 1948 – 1949
Mary Stiritz............................ 1948 – 1950
Fred Reed............................... 1949 – 1951
George Spudich ..................... 1950 – 1953

P

P

P

P
The high school became part of Livingston
Community Consolidated School District #4 in
1952.
Ira Bowles .............................. 1953 – 1954
Kathyrn Hribernik ................. 1953 – 1958
Louis Philippi ........................ 1953 – 1959
1967 – 1968
Irvil Rogers ............................ 1953 – 1954
Sidna Mullineaux................... 1954 – 1955
John Ferns.............................. 1955 – 1956
Anita James ........................... 1955 – 1956
Earl McClanahan ................... 1955 – 1960 AP
Alice Warburton .................... 1955 – 1957
Edith Wray............................. 1956 – 1957
H.C. Stanley........................... 1956 – 1958
Barbara Molitoris................... 1957 – 1962
Dulcena Walker ..................... 1957 – 1958
Helen Allen ............................ 1958 – 1959
Bertha Kizer........................... 1958 – 1962
John Lusiana .......................... 1958 – 1959
Howard Williamson............... 1959 – 1960
Charles Woods....................... 1959 – 1970
Margaret Woods .................... 1959 – 1967
Marjorie Ballinger ................. 1960 – 1961
Joseph Kersting ..................... 1960 – 1963

P
P

P
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Doris Carney ..........................1961 – 1966
George Fairbanks ...................1961 – 1965
Betty Jean Cockrel .................1962 – 1965
Sharon Kahle .........................1962 – 1963
Elizabeth Rainford .................1962 – 1963
Robert Theus..........................1963 – 1965
Betty Bates.............................1963 – 1984
1984 – 1987 P
Glen Sappington ....................1963 – 1977
Wayne Brooke .......................1965 – 1967
1990 – 1992 P

Ellen Richard ......................... 1987 – 1988
Alice Stumpf Adden .............. 1987 – 1993
William Fever ........................ 1989 – 2002 S
Dawn Dominic....................... 1989 – 1991
1993 – 1994
Mary Jane Helsel ................... 1989 – 2000
Donna Kille ........................... 1989 – 1990
Terri Paris .............................. 1989 – 1990
Faith Whitmer ........................ 1989 – 1990
Kay James .............................. 1990 – 1992
Faith Kennedy ....................... 1990 – 1992
Noel Ogden............................ 1990 – 1991
Lisa Shelton ........................... 1991 – 1993
2002 – 2004
Wayne Brooke ....................... 1990 – 1992 P
Dale Davis ............................. 1992 – 1993
Debbie Epperson ................... 1992 – 1993
Kelly Kemper ........................ 1992 – 1995
Dave Biele ............................. 1993 – 1995
Bruce Frank ........................... 1993 – 1995
Kay Gilomen ......................... 1993 – 1995
Davie McGraw ...................... 1993 – 1995
Douglas Zehr ......................... 1995 – 2004 P
Scott Chelist........................... 1995 – 1996
Jack Haug .............................. 1995 – 1997
Cathy O’Connell .................... 1995 – 1996
Paul Rister ............................. 1995 – 1996
Julie Rolando ......................... 1995 – 1996
Karen Sanborn ....................... 1995 – 1998
Joanna Stumpf ....................... 1995 – 1996
Tim Watson ........................... 1995 – 1998
Edward Fletcher..................... 1996 – 1997
Donald Bechtold .................... 1996 – 1998
Tina Kassa ............................. 1996 – 1998
Terry Lavan ........................... 1996 – 1997
Kimberly Lobb ...................... 1996 – 2000
Marsha Ribes ......................... 1996 – 2001
Lynne Harris .......................... 1997 – 1998
Dorothye Reynolds ................ 1997 - 1998
Debra Stierwalt ...................... 1997 – 1998
Bradley Fulk .......................... 1998 – 2004
Theodore Garner .................... 1998 – 1999
Debra Heal ............................. 1998 – 1999
Sandra Kopsky....................... 1998 – 2000
Dennis Nail ............................ 1998 – 1999
Patricia Simon ....................... 1998 – 2000
Marcia Bedard ....................... 1999 – 2000
Lavada Jean DeNap ............... 1999 – 2000
Bret Hentze ............................ 1999 – 2003
Melinda Weilmuenster .......... 1999 – 2000

From 1967 to 1990 Wayne Brooke was the
principal of A.R. Graiff Grade School.
Ron Hampton .........................1965 – 1968
1979 – 1993
Doris Kanallakan ...................1965 – 1966
Barbara Madden ....................1965 – 1966
Fred Marquis..........................1966 – 1967
Dana Schell ............................1966 – 1967
Rosemary Hoffman................1967 – 1968
Kenneth McCormack .............1967 – 1989
Dorothy O’Neal .....................1967 – 1969
Barbara (Tuetken) Orr ...........1967 – 1969
Cornelius McGrady ...............1968 – 1969
Ray West................................1968 – 1972
Ray Wheeler ..........................1968 – 1970
James Augustine ....................1969 – 1993
Joseph Ferreira.......................1969 – 1987
James Kuenneth .....................1969 – 1971
Macklin Meyer ......................1969 – 1970
Shirley Yancik .......................1969 – 1983
Catherine Epplin ....................1971 – 1973
1975 – 1979
Terry Krause ..........................1971 – 1972
Steven Stanko ........................1971 – 2001
Martha McCormack ...............1972 – 1977
Dave Lamore .........................1973 – 1977
Philip Keasler ........................1976 – 1978
Sherry Early Blastenbrei ........1976 – 1977
1987 – 1992
Edward Sievers ......................1977 – 1979
Michael Baumer ....................1978 – 1987
Carolyn Beck .........................1979 – 1984
Doris Lacy .............................1979 – 1992
Gail Scheller ..........................1980 – 1988
Kathy Streubel .......................1984 – 1985
Kathy Moody .........................1986 – 1987
Walter Bishop ........................1987 – 1989 S
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Rhonda Yotter........................1999 – 2000
Rob Clark...............................2000 – 2001
Brad Garland..........................2000 – 2002
Mary Jane Hetzel ...................2000 – 2001
Arif Husain ............................2000 – 2002
Jeffrey Turnbull .....................2000 – 2001
Ryan Davis ............................2001 – 2002
Theresa Dumarent..................2001 – 2002
Patrick Henderson..................2001 – 2003
Elizabeth Leutkmeyer ............2001 – 2002
Matt Mendenhall....................2001 – 2003
Lieda Shadwick .....................2001 – 2002
Tracy Spillman ......................2001 – 2002

Matt Biver ............................. 2002 – 2003
Jennifer Harshany ................. 2002 – 2004
John Kruse ............................ 2002 – 2003
Kevin Kruse .......................... 2002 – 2004
Jessica Moff .......................... 2002 – 2004
Tim Rhymer .......................... 2002 – 2003
Lisa Shelton .......................... 2002 – 2004
Gary Tedford ......................... 2002 – 2003
Dr. Robert Falast ................... 2002 – 2004 S
Patrick Carter ........................ 2003 – 2004
Margaret Dinsenmeyer.......... 2003 – 2004
Dawn Skorzeski .................... 2003 – 2004
Daniel Foehrkolb .................. 2003 – 2004

Boards of Education
Elementary District #141
Thomas McCullister
E.A. Hill
L. Finer
Joseph C. Spencer
D.E. Aylward
Ellis Vallow
Herman Becker
J.F. Ramsey
J.M. Arkabauer
Warren Hardy

1914 – 1923
1914 – 1915
1914 – 1920
1914 – 1915
1914 – 1920
1914 – 1920
1916 – 1920
1916 – 1920
1918 – 1920
1920 – 1920

Joe Zorzi
Andrew Hofner
Louis Gori
John Zorzi
D.E. Aylward
Henry Jolly
Paul Philippi
Steve Komanecky
John Gorenz
Andy Grega
Rudolph Paulicka
Clarence Meyer
Anton Karnosky
Robert Edmiston
Steve Ruzevich
Louis Moggio
Orville Highlander

In 1920 with the addition of the high school there
became two separate boards – one for elementary
school and one for high school.

Elementary Board – District #141
1920 – 1951
D.E. Aylward
J.M. Arkabauer
Herman Becker
L. Finer
J.F. Ramsey
Thomas McCullister
Warren Hardy
A.R. Scanzoni
J.S. Alfeld
Bert Dunlap
Dr. J.C. Tietze
Henry Larson
Louis Mitchelar

1929 – 1935
1930 – 1931
1930 – 1939
1931 – 1950
1931 – 1932
1931 – 1941
1931 – 1943
1932 – 1935
1934 – 1948
1935 –
1935 – 1951
1939 – 1948
1941 – 1954
1943 – 1946
1946 – 1951
1948 – 1951
1948 – 1951

High School Board – District #146
1920 – 1952

1920 –
1920 – 1927
1920 – 1930
1920 – 1923
1920 – 1924
1920 – 1929
1920 – 1923
1923 – 1931
1923 – 1929
1923 – 1931
1927 – 1928
1928 – 1930
1928 – 1934

Edwin H. Ahlers
D.E. Aylward
Walter Binney
John Westwood, Sr.
T.N. Voyles
Dr. R.C. Berry
J.W. Busker
Robert Edmiston
George Kreuter
John Van Hooser
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1920 –
1920 – 1930
1920
1920
1920 – 1932
1921 – 1932
1924 – 1937
1930 – 1931
1931 – 1936
1932 – 1941

J.S. Alfeld
Edwin Ahlers
Walter Kroger
Harris May
Ellis Vallow
Clarence Meyer
Louis Schuette
Clifford France
Wayne Hutchins
A.W. Coalson
George Kreuter
William Falkenburg
Robert Edmiston
John Augustine
Andrew Grega
Walter Bernardin
Joe Dumont
George Best
Orville Highlander
Joseph Healey, Jr.
Robert Edmiston
Oscar Windisch

1932 – 1935
1933 – 1934
1934 – 1937
1935 – 1941
1936 – 1940
1936 – 1940
1937 – 1940
1940 – 1952
1940 – 1943
1940 – 1949
1941 – 1946
1941 – 1946
1943 – 1947
1946 – 1949
1946 – 1947
1949 – 1952
1949 – 1951
1949 – 1951
1949 – 1951
1951 – 1952
1951 – 1952
1951 – 1952

Livingston Consolidated School District #4
In 1952 the district became a consolidated
district with one Board of Education for
elementary and high school.
Andrew Grega
George Robertson
George Augustine
Andy Semanek, Jr.
Anton Karnosky
Clifford France
George Best
Oscar Windisch
Stanley Karnosky

1952 – 1955
1952 – 1954
1952 – 1953
1952 – 1958
1952 – 1954
1952 – 1955
1952 – 1967
1953 – 1965
1954 – 1960

Americo Libbra
Marion Tsupros
Dave Dzurus
Andrew Grega
John Lenger
Dave Dzurus
Louis Schuette
Robert Chulka
Henry Malench
Frank Smiley
William Siever
John Chalovich
Raymond Jackson
Ronald Lesicko
George Robertson, Jr.
Robert Bowles
Arthur Schuette
Robert Ruzevich
Violet Chulka
John Wilson
Robert Bowles
Goble Keith Pogue
Lawrence Benardin
Judy Hampton
Joyce Oltmann
Kenneth Schoen
Shirley DalPazzo
Kevin McCalla
Susan Engelke
Robert Urban
Tom Smith
Larry Benardin
Karen Mitchelar
Dana Miller
Tom Burcham
Tim Newton
Rob Peterson

1954 – 1975
1955 – 1964
1955 – 1958
1958 – 1964
1958 – 1968
1960 – 1966
1962 – 1964
1964 – 1980
1964 – 1980
1965 – 1986
1966 – 1986
1966 – 1967
1967 – 1970
1969 – 1986
1969 – 1990
1970 – 1976
1975 – 1990
1976 – 1984
1980 – 1982
1982 – 1988
1980 –
1984 – 1988
1986 – 1995
1986 – 1994
1986 – 2004
1988 – 1990
1988 – 2003
1990 – 1996
1990 – 2004
1992 – 1999
1995 – 2004
1996 – 2003
1998 – 2004
1999 – 2003
2003 – 2004
2003 – 2004
2003 – 2004

Livingston Parent – Teacher Association /
Parent – Teacher Organization
The first organization and meeting was held at the Grade School on February 9, 1953.
The officers were: Mrs. Walter Benardin
Mrs. Kenneth Heim
Mrs. Mike Spudich
Mrs. Stanley Karnosky

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Meetings were held on the second Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. There were 105 people present
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and signed up as members at the first meeting. Their goals were to provide extra-curricular activities for
the students. Occasionally a program was presented by the children or by an organization or a professional.
In the late 1950s the P.T.A. became known as the P.T.O. disbanding the group from a state organization
to a local group which allowed for more freedom from regulations.
Some of the sponsored activities were:
Halloween movie and treats followed by a parade to the pavilion
Grade mothers providing entertainment and holiday treats
Cub Scouts
Spring Carnival and crowning of King and Queen
Bake sales and band fund raisers
Father and son basketball games
Summer swimming program which provided transportation to the pool and training
by Red Cross certified instructors. Locations of instruction were Highland, Lake
of the Seven Fingers, Edwardsville YMCA and Bethalto Community Swimming
Pool
Sponsored and chaperoned field trips
At one time there were separate PTAs for the elementary school and for the high school.

Rules for Teachers
•

(from the early 1900s)
You will not marry during the term of your contract.

•

You are not to keep company with men.

•

You must be home between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. unless attending a school function.

•

You may not loiter downtown in ice cream stores.

•

You may not travel beyond the city limits unless you have the permission of the chairman of the board.

•

You may not ride in a carriage or automobile with any man unless he is your father or brother.

•

You may not smoke cigarettes.

•

You may not dress in bright colors.

•

You may not under any circumstances dye your hair.

•

You must wear at least two petticoats.

•

Your dresses must not be any shorter than two inches above the ankle.

•

To keep the school room neat and clean, you must: sweep the floors at least once daily; scrub the floor
at least once a week with hot, soapy water; clean the blackboards at least once a day and start the fire at
7:00 a.m. so the room will be warm by 8:00 a.m.
99

Sacred Heart Catholic School
Construction on the Sacred Heart Catholic School building began in June, 1924. Parishioners hoped that
the new building would be completed by the opening of the school year in September. The builder was Al
Bethel and Son of Staunton. Father Francis Gribbons was the parish priest at that time. The school was a
large structure measuring 72 x 69 feet and had four rooms which housed eight grades. Cost for the new
building including the furnishings was $23,000.00. Four Ursuline Sisters commuted daily from St. Michael’s
Convent to teach the classes.
The new school was dedicated on Sunday, October 12, 1924. Approximately 350 people attended the
outdoor ceremony and a banquet followed.
After years of falling enrollment the school was forced to close its doors. The parish, however, continues
to use the building for all types of events held on the church grounds. Religious instruction, weddings, bridal
and baby showers, anniversaries and birthdays, as well as an ordination celebration have all been held at the
church hall.
The building continues to be used by the parish for meetings as well as social gatherings by members of
the parish and community.
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Livingston Grade School
Basketball, Baseball and Softball
Basketball was a great past time for the grade school students. The teams had many winning seasons. The
1932-33 team had a record of 23 and 1, the l933-34 team was 19 and 4, the 1934-35 team was 15 and 7 and the
l935-36 team was 26 and 8.
The 1936-37 basketball team members were John Carach, George Grega, Mike Martz, Francis Scanzoni,
Thomas Ollerton, and Elmer Warlock. The last game of the season saw Livingston defeating Edwardsville by
the score of 28 to 7. Their record was 24 and 5. The softball team had a record of 10 and 2. The 1937-38
basketball schedule was one of the toughest schedules ever tackled by our team. Members were M. Dobrinick,
Bruno Larcker, Julian Beres, James Margaritis, Marion Tsupros, Frank Petsche, B. Fech, G. Antalick, John
King, R. Scanzoni, R. Pollett, R. Augustine, O. Pellizzaro, and C. Hainaut. Their record was 21 and 6. The
baseball team had one of the most successful seasons ever enjoyed by a Livingston Grade team with a record
of 12 and 0.
The 1939-40 basketball team had a record of 22 and 8. The softball team’s record was 6 and 4. Members
of the basketball team were: Fech, Karnosky, Hainaut, Scanzoni, Urban and Warlock. In May of 1940, the 3M Junior High School Conference was formed. The member schools were: Benld, Gillespie, Hillsboro,
Litchfield, Mr. Olive, Staunton, and Livingston. In the fall of 1940, Mr. Lusiana resigned as coach of the
Livingston Grade School Team to take another position and Mr. Perne, the principal, who coached for several
years before took over the position again. The Board tried to discontinue the position of coach following the
resignation of Lusiana because they said that the benefits did not justify the expenses. Finally the Board
agreed to furnish a basketball which was the only thing they would pay for and Mr. Perne took the position
without pay. Parents furnished transportation and services were given without pay. During the last game of
the season the Livingston team trounced Troy by a score of 123 to 14 and they also won the conference
tournament. Members were Kostadin, Warlock Wolbert, Fech, Scanzoni, J. Hainaut, Coalson, Smith, C.
Hainaut, Dobernik and
Vallow. The 1941-42
team
won
the
c o n f e r e n c e
championship.
Sawchak, Marcuzzo,
Augustine, Fratick,
Pellizzaro, Spudich,
Sciranko, Maedge and
Teeske were the big
guns for the 1942-43
basketball team They
won 23 games and lost
8 and placed 3rd in the
3M Conference.
On February 21,
1948, the Livingston
Grade
School
basketball team won
the
lightweight
sectional tournament at
1947 - 1948 Grade School Basketball Team.
Hillsboro. They beat
Players pictured from left: Richard Sandrin, Claude Teeske, Arthur Heinz, Frank Urekar, Robert Heinz, Fred
Vandalia on Saturday
Highlander, Rudy Knezik, Richard Vesper, Jim Highlander, Bob Malench, Donnie Coalson, Frank DallaRiva.
afternoon 19 to 10 and
Front: A.R. Graiff, coach, Richard Grega and Junior Vallow, managers.
on Saturday evening
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they beat Witt 46 to
10
for
the
championship. This
was the first time a
Livingston Grade
School team had ever
won a sectional
tournament.
They
went on to play in the
state tournament at
Lexington, playing
Mendota, but lost.

1949-1950 Grade School Basketball Team,
Team members from left to right: Fred Fish, Paul Dean Leyden, Richard Vallow, Steve Kuba, Larry Adams,
Kenny Highlander, Lee Spudich, George Robertson, Howard Vandover, Gene Libbra,
Front: A.R. Graiff, coach and Tony Mellas, manager.

1951-1952 Grade School Basketball Team.
Players pictured from left to right: Norman
Torry, Alfred Langer, Charles Meyer, Dave
Gasper, Tom Booth, Artie Spudich, Bob
Kuba, Kenny Schuette, Richard Smith, Larry
Grega.
Front: Bill Voyles, manager and Dean
Pieper, coach.
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High School Sport Highlights from available school years. (Factual information from The
Olive Eagle (first high school paper) and The Eaglet (second high school paper).
Livingston High School Basketball. 1924 through 1927
Members of the 1924-25 team were Loren Berry, William Hoffman, Anton Perne, John Kopuster, John
Walker, Albert Healey, Harry Dowden, Walter Benardin, Andy Smerk and John Marinko. Freshman members were Ellsworth Best, David Martinelli and Albert Graiff. Some of the teams played were Mt. Olive,
Wood River, Madison and Donnellson. Admission was 35 cents for adults and 20 cents for children.
Members of the 1925-26 team were Benardin, Smerk, Becker, Healey, Walker, and Perne. Two games of
interest were a 3 to 0 win over Sorento with Benardin scoring the only points and a win over Marine by a
score of 12 to 6. The team won 4th place in the county tournament. In l926-27 Coach T. Fisher states in
The Olive Eagle, “The fellows in the high school should be more than proud of the athletic equipment at
their disposal this season—the gymnasium. I can truthfully say that I believe it to be the best I have ever
seen in a high school anywhere near the size of our own.”

Livingston High School Basketball Team 1921 - 1922:
Back row (left to right): William Fenwick, Frank Otzwirk, Martin Sarko, John Anthony
Front row: John Kopuster, Ignatz Thiel, Steve Anthony
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1927 Livingston High School Basketball Team
Standing from left: Walter Bernardin, Albert Graiff,
John Lusiana, Unidentified, Anton Perne,
Front: Unidentified

Livingston High School Basketball and Baseball. 1945 through 1951
In 1945-46 after winning the district the team was eliminated by Pocahontas in the regional tournament
by the score of 44-42 in a very questionable contest. This game closed the L.C.H.S. careers of Bowles, Saloka, Mihalic, and Urekar. We got revenge in baseball, however, where the team beat Pocahontas by a
score of 15 to 9. Fall baseball was played in the l946-47 year with the Eagles winning 3 while losing 1.
Two players returned from the service to play basketball. They were Rico Pellizzaro and Joe Dragovich.
Other members of the team were Sawchak, Augustine, Isaacs, Fratick, Teeske, Meyer, Spudich and Allen.
Edwardsville was added to the schedule and the Eagles were beaten in an exciting game by the score of 33
to 31. The Eagles had a tremendous finish. They won the conference and advanced to the regional where
they beat Pocahontas and Highland to go on to the sectional. They won the first game of the sectional by
defeating Greenville but lost to Dupo in the finals by a score of 43 to 35—just one game away from state.
The following year Livingston again played Edwardsville. It was again close and exciting with an ending
score of 44 to 41. During the 1948-49 season the game between Edwardsville and Livingston was a thriller
and again Livingston came out on the short end by the score of 42 to 40, however the Eagles proved that
they were right up there against the best of them. Meyer, D. Allen, Ulrich, Teeske, Marcuzzo, Moggio,
Torry, J. Allen, Wargo, Prange, Loeh, and freshman, Sandrin and Malench were the guns for the Eagles.
After winning the district this Eagle Team was defeated in the regional by a score of 23 to 21. In baseball
this year the Eagles won the district championship with a win over Hillsboro but fell to the Collinsville Kahoks by a 1 to 0 score. Members of this baseball team were Torry, Moggio, R. Sandrin, Meyer, Teeske,
Loeh, Wargo, Dumont, Allen, Heinz, Evans, and Highlander. The 1949-50 squad included Malench, R.
Sandrin, Torry, Kurtz, Heinz, Bodi, Urekar, J. Sandrin, and Kline. They had a wake-up call from the Edwardsville Tigers losing by a score of 63 to 37. They lost in the final game of the district to Coffeen by a
score of 44 to 39.
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Livingston Community High School 1948 - 49
Back row: Coach Anton Perne, Franklin Wargo, Richard Sandrin, Herbert Loeh, Jim Allen, Bob Moggio, Ray Torry,
Bob Malench, Frank Pedrotti, manager.
Front row; Richard Meyer, David Allen, Udell Ulrich, Richard Teeske, Bill Marcuzzo.

1951 - 1952
Back row: Donald
Smerk, Delbert
Johnson, Howard
Salter, Doyle Heim,
Richard Stanko,
Donald Coalson,
Coach George
Spudich
Front row: Bob
Malench, Jim
Sandrin, Art Heinz,
Robert Bodi, Frank
Urekar, Richard
Sandrin, Don Kline.
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Memories of those Winning Seasons
by Dave Lamore
The 1976-77 Livingston Eagles, 24-5, are considered one of the best teams in Livingston history. The
top six players were: Louie Wray, the sixth man who pushed the starters hard in practice and helped win the
first sectional game; RayBob Robertson, only a sophomore, who fought his way into the starting line up,
worked hard to improve, and was an important contributor to the team’s success during the stretch run; Tom
Salter, Mr. Dependable, was the point guard who ran off the defense flawlessly, rarely committing a turnover; Jim Matesa was the team’s 6’4” “Big Man,” his development his senior year, both offensively and defensively, solidified the whole team; John Schuette, a 6’3” starter since his sophomore year, was the team’s
leading rebounder, field goal percentage leader, and defensive stopper. He always drew the other team’s
best offensive threat; and Todd Brooke, a four year starter, “Mr. Clutch,” honorable mention all starter who
tallied 1,608 total points during his high school career.
Dave Lamore who began coaching these boys as fifth graders and moved to high school with them had
three straight 20-win seasons in a row, capped by the 1976-77 season. When asked to comment about his
1976-77 team, he said, “I grew up with these kids. They were a dream to coach. Very competitive, fundamentally sound, very unselfish (all the starter averages were in double figures), and always gave 110%.
Even opposing coaches marveled at their unselfishness.” When asked which victory he remembered most,
he quickly replied, “the Madison game at home. Madison was ranked number 5 in the state when they came
to Livingston, and we defeated them 78-72 before a standing room only crowd.” When asked what was his
most disappointing loss? “Again it was Madison in the finals of the sectional. We lost 70-65 and they went
on to blow everyone else away by 25 points per game in claiming the Class A Championship in 1977.”

Players from left to right: Tom Salter, Louie Wray, Jim Matesa, John Schuette, Todd Brooke and RayBob
Robertson. Coach Dave Lamore, standing.
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Livingston High School’s First Football Team
1921 - 1922
The team played with only eleven players and never won a game. They were coached gratuitously by
William Nixon.

Back row: George Michuda, Jr., right halfback; William Fenwick, quarterback; Martin Sarko, fullback, and John Kopuster, left
halfback.
Front row: Frank Otzwirk, right end; John Novotney, right tackle; Raymond Dauderman, right guard; William Dunlap, center;
Ignatz Thiel, left guard; Theodore Kroposhik, left tackle, and John Anthony, left end.

Livingston High School Baseball
1951 - 1952

Back row: Coach George Spudich,
Robert Heinz, Rudy Knezik, George
Robertson, Ken Highlander, Lee
Spudich, Don Coalson and Larry
Adams.
Front row: Jim Sandrin, Richard,
Sandrin, Art Heinz, Fred Highlander,
Don Kline.
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Churches
Methodist Church
On November 13, 1910, the Reverend Frank O. Wilson of the First Methodist Church of Staunton,
preached at the Williamson schoolhouse. He preached regularly every other Sunday afternoon. On
November 27, 1910, he had an infant baptism as requested by the parents. A Sunday school was organized
on January 29, 1911 at Williamson.
Along with preaching at Williamson, the Reverend Wilson started preaching at the Livingston
schoolhouse on March 26, 1911.
On October 29, 1911, a new Methodist Episcopal Church was dedicated by the Reverend Victor Thrall
of Litchfield. It was located just north of the present Catholic Church and was the first church in
Livingston. It has been known as Twin Cities M.E. Church and Livingston M.E. Church. Two weeks
following the dedication, the Reverend Wilson had evangelistic services, hoping that these services would
bring more people into the church.
As early as 1912, a Ladies Aid was organized with Mrs. John Westwood as president. The ladies met
once a week to quilt and do handiwork to raise money for the church. Once a month they met socially.
An Epworth League, a Methodist youth organization, was formed. This church had picnics at Pleasant
Hill School and in Schuette’s pasture. A choir was formed in 1920 with U.L. Easter as director. The
people had ice cream socials and chicken dinners to raise money.
Pastors who served Livingston church usually had one or two other churches, with the exception of
years 1922 – 1925 when Livingston had their own pastor.
The following served as pastors:
Staunton and Livingston Churches
1910 – 1911
Rev. F.O. Wilson
1912 – 1913
Rev. T. J. Haney
1914 – 1915
Rev. Samuel Thero
Waterloo and Livingston Churches
1916 – 1917
Rev. Alfred Zimmerman
New Douglas and Livingston Churches
1918
Rev. Kitt
1919 – 1920
Rev. Struebing
Mt. Olive and Livingston Churches
1921
Rev. J.L. Miller
Livingston Church
1922 – 1923
Rev. D.R. Fleming
1924
Rev. Leonard Metcalf
1925
Rev. J.F. Glotfelty
Staunton and Livingston Churches
1926
Rev. Leslie Beers
1927
Rev. Roy N. Keen
Fairview and Livingston Churches

1928
Rev. Dale Hagler
Elsah and Livingston Churches
1929
Rev. Burnis D. Rogers
Piasa, Fidelity and Livingston Churches
1930
Rev. Burnis D. Rogers
1931
Rev. L. Emmet Hard
Benld, Mt. Olive and Livingston Churches
1932 – 1934
Rev. Tennis Martin
Rev. Martin was in poor health when he served this
parish so his wife, Ruth Rush Martin, stepped in to
help. After his death in 1938, Ruth Martin served
as an itinerant minister in Southern Illinois.
1935 – 1936

Rev. Robert R. Howe

Some of the families who attended this church were: Alfeld, Berry, Best, Busker, Easter, Hebenstreit,
Nixon, Tietze and Westwood.
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Sacred Heart Church
Livingston, Illinois 1913 - 2005 History

From the beginning of the town of Livingston in 1904, the
new town was annexed as a mission to the parish of St.
Ubaldus in New Douglas, with the Reverend Barnard Lee, the
pastor at New Douglas, periodically offering Mass in a hall
which was later destroyed by fire. In 1910, Livingston was
annexed to St. Michael Church in Staunton where Father John
Duval was the pastor. Masses were then offered periodically
in the public school building and also in the city hall. This
was the state of affairs when Bishop James Ryan of Alton
authorized Father Duval to start a new parish in Livingston
dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus with Father Ignatius
Kershevich as its first pastor. On December 13, 1913, the
cornerstone was laid but the building was destroyed by fire
before it was ready for use. A second church was built on the
same foundation and a new cornerstone was laid on May 3,
1914, and the dedication was on Thanksgiving Day of that
year.

Above is the church as it appeared in 1945.

Father Kershevich served as pastor until
1919 and was succeeded by Father Joseph
Jaksztys and Father William Sloan, each
serving for only a short time. In 1920, Father
Francis Gribbin was appointed pastor and
built the present school building in 1924.
In 1926, Father Gribbin was succeeded
by Father W.R. Yahner. Father Yahner was
the first priest to celebrate Christmas
Midnight Mass at Sacred Heart Parish on
December 24, 1926. Although this was a
custom in other areas Sacred Heart had no
such observance to date. Father Yahner was
succeeded by Father Mare Marangos. Both
Yahner and Marangos each served about one
year. In 1928, Father A.J. VanSpeybroech,
was appointed pastor and served fourteen
years. It was during his pastorate that St.
Ubaldus in New Douglas was made a
mission of the Livingston parish a
relationship that grew in cooperation so that
it was more like one parish as most
parishioners felt at home at either church.
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Historical Data
At the end of each year, the Sacred Heart priest submitted a document to the Springfield Diocese stating
the inventory of the priest’s personal property, a report of the cemetery funds, and a short synopsis of
historical data. These reports gave the current priest’s perspective of the community as well as the Church.
An interesting note is that one of the questions that appears on each report is, Have you made your will?
The following are excerpts of these documents (all information is typed as written on documents. No
changes were made to spelling or grammar).
December 31, 1926

December 31, 1929

December 31, 1930

Inventory: 1 radio, 1 picture of the Sacred Heart, 2 clocks, books, 2 suits, 1 quilt,
saxophone
Historical Data: June 26, Rev. Francis Gribble was transferred from Livingston to
Robinson, B.C. and Rev. W.R. Yahner of Robinson, sent to succeed Fr. Gribble at
Livingston
September, 1, The Ursaline Sisters in charge of the Livingston School, residing
heretofore in Staunton, moved to Livingston occupying the rectory as a convent.
Father Yahmer, after vacating the rectory in favor of the Sisters, moved into a nearby
rented house, There are now five Ursalines here – four teaching and one doing
housework in the convent.
Cemetery Report:
Receipts: Balance from last year:
Sale of Lots:
$ 115.00
Sale of Single Grave:
60.00
Total:
175.00
Expenses: Labor, Care of Cemetery and Roads
20.50
Note: There is no balance as money
used for Church purposes.
Balance Forward:
None
Total:
20.50
Inventory: automobile, radio, trunks, typewriter, a few books and clothes
Historical Data: nothing of importance occurred during the year. In the school, Sisters
Julia, Borgia, and Veronica were replaced this year by Sisters Clare, Pierre and
Marceline.
The parish is rapidly declining, owing to the lack of work our men are obliged to find
other homes for their families. I fear this is a grave-yard of a might-have-been parish
some twenty years ago.
The families who practice their religion at all number about seventy five, of this
number quite a few are unable to help scarcely any toward the support of the Church.
Cemetery Report:
Receipts: Balance from last year:
0.00
Sale of Lots:
$ 60.00
Sale of Single Grave:
20.00
This money turned to church fund
Total:
80.00
Expenses: Labor, Care of Cemetery and Roads
1.00
Balance Forward:
None
Total:
1.00
Inventory: Radio, automobile, books, trunks, few bed clothes
Historical Data: The year 1930 was noted for no work. The miners having been
entirely idle for eight months and working the remainder of the year for about one day
per week.
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December 31, 1931

December 31, 1934

December 31, 1935

The poverty in the parish during this year has been unusual. Many people moving
away on this account.
Of the number of families in the parish enumerated above two thirds are not practical
Catholics, Catholics in name only. Very little hopes of ever being able to bring them
back. Most of them being hardened scoffers at God and what pertains to Him. They
refuse to allow their children to come to church or school. Cases are hopeless.
The parish is a back number. It is the consensus of opinion that the town will never
be anything. The mine may not open for another three years, if at all. Case is
hopeless.
Cemetery Report:
Receipts: Balance from last year:
----Sale of Lots:
$ 80.00
Sale of Single Grave:
0.00
Money turned in to pay parish debts.
Total:
80.00
Expenses: Labor, Care of Cemetery and Roads
0.00
Balance Forward:
0.00
Total:
0.00
Inventory: my books, radio, my automobile, my clothes, clock, and pictures, a
rocking chair, typewriter
Historical Data: During the past year. Nothing noteworthy took place.
We had confirmation on Ascension Day, and First Communion in May and again in
June.
The Parish is in dire circumstances financially. Our mine having been closed for
almost two years with no hopes of it opening any way soon.
May God give us patience to bear up under the heavy cross.
Cemetery Report:
Receipts: Balance from last year:
Sale of Lots:
0.00
Sale of Single Grave:
$ 15.00
Transferred to Church Account
Total:
15.00
Expenses: Labor, Care of Cemetery and Roads
4.50
Balance Forward:
0.00
Total:
4.50
Inventory: automobile, typewriter, books, radio, clothing
Historical Data: This year we tore the stucco from the house, was in bad condition.
boarded it with double building paper and asbestos shingle making it look like a brick
house. Painted wood on exterior--- remodeled the garage--- painted the exterior of the
Church. Put on new spouting all around-- decorated the Church. A wonderful job by
an artist--decorated all statues, painted all altars--bought all new chandeliers for the
Church. Pews were revarnished.. Windows which were plain glass most beautifully
decorated, like leaded glass. The Pastor sacrificed over five hundred dollars salary
this year to make this possible. It is worth it. As the church was a disgrace to
decency. May God forgive us for delaying it so long. Two outside friends came to
our aid with donations of two hundred and one of sixty dollars for the project.
Cemetery Report:
Receipts: Balance from last year:
None
Sale of Lots:
$50.00
Sale of Single Grave:
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Transferred to Church exp. acc
Total:
50.00
Expenses: Labor, Care of Cemetery and Roads
6.00
Balance Forward:
0.00
Total:
6.00
Inventory: automobile, typewriter, books, radio, clothing
Historical Data: Nothing of note has happened. This parish is rapidly going down.
Scarcely any work to be done in the mine. No new men hired.
When work opens up we will lose practically all our bread earners, only women and
a few children will be left. When children are old enough to work, they will migrate
where they can make a living. This will be a Mission in a very few years.
December 31, 1937 Cemetery Report:
Receipts: Balance from last year:
Sale of Lots:
Sale of Single Grave:
Total:
Expenses: Labor, Care of Cemetery and Roads
5.00
Balance Forward:
Total:
Inventory: auto, books, radio, clothes, typewriter
Historical Data: The parish has again been hit with hard luck. Our tipple burned
down making work amounting at practically nothing. Were it not for outside help
with our card parties we could not exist.
I have sacrificed $2,406.21 since my nine and one half years of my incumbency in
salary. It is impossible to pay Cathedraticum unless a drastic change in working
condition takes place. I do not have a housekeeper due to not means enough. Things
are going from bad to worse. I have done my utmost but of no avail it is not here to
be gotten
December 31, 1938 Cemetery Report:
Receipts: Balance from last year:
Sale of Lots:
Sale of Single Grave:
Total:
Expenses: Labor, Care of Cemetery and Roads $
5.00
Balance Forward:
Total:
5.00
Inventory: auto, radio, typewriter, books, and clothing
Historical Data: The parish is struggling trying to make ends meet. The men have
very little work, and those who could give are not as generous as they could be.
We keep up all repairs about the building at the expense of our salary, as the attached
salary report for the past ten and one half years shows.
This parish should have a mission attached, then I think it could pay its pastor a full
salary and pay the Cathedraticum which thus far we have been unable to meet. Much
to our regret of course the young men and women leave for other parts, as they
cannot secure employment in the mines. The books being closed against hiring any
men, for the past ten years.
Just a matter of time when the old people will die off and the parish with them. I
foresee Livingston as a mission in the next five years at best.
In 1942, Father Robert McCarthy was appointed pastor of the Livingston and New Douglas parishes
and with his personal talents and abilities made many improvements in both churches.
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In May of 1950, when Father McCarthy was appointed administrator of St. Michael’s Parish in
Staunton, Father Francis Corrigan was appointed pastor of the Livingston parish and its mission, New
Douglas. The mission extended to the people of Alhambra, Hamel, Worden, Williamson, and Sorento, as
well as Livingston and New Douglas.

Historical Data
December 31, 1955

December 31, 1956

Cemetery Report:
Receipts: Balance from last year:
$ 824.68
Sale of Lots:
140.00
Sale of Single Grave:
Membership fees
439.00
Special Services
179.19
Total:
1,582.87
Expenses: Labor, Care of Cemetery and Roads
349.00
Trees, etc.
76.34
Balance Forward:
1,157.53
Total:
1,582.87
Inventory: all radios, television, sound recorders, slide and movie projectors and
portable screen. All clocks, fans in rectory, lounge chairs, books, desk, air
conditioner, juke box and records
Historical Data: June – On June 22, Carol Pacchetti, daughter of Armond and Elsie
Pacchetti of Livingston, entered the Dominican Sisters of Springfield, Ill, as a
postulant. Her profession will be on June 3, 1956 with the name of Sister Francis
Marie.
July – For the month of July Bishop O’Connor assigned two diocesan sub-deacons,
the Rev. Mr. Vincent Harland and the Rev. Mr. Herman Neibrugge to this parish to
conduct a religious survey in the Alhambra and Worden areas of this parish. A
detailed report of this survey was sent to the Bishop and a copy was put on file with
our parish record.
Aug. – On August 1, Sister Ann Miriam (Mary Lou Landolt), daughter of Harold and
Anna Landolt of Alhambra, made her first profession as a Sister of Notre Dame at the
Mother House in St. Louis, Mo.
Cemetery Report:
Receipts: Balance from last year:
$1,157.53
Sale of Lots:
150.00
Sale of Single Grave:
Membership fees
473.50
Perpetual Care Interest
12.50
Memorial Day Collection
29.42
Special Services
75.32
Total:
1,898.27
Expenses: Labor, Care of Cemetery and Roads
325.00
Amount transferred to Invest. Fund
1,000.00
Balance Forward:
572.77
Total:
1,898.27
Inventory: radios, televisions, sound recorders, Slide and movie projectors with
portable screen. All clocks, fans in rectory, air conditioners, lounge chairs
(2), books, desk, juke box, automobile
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December 31, 1957

December 31, 1959

Historical Data: Sister Francis Marie (Carole Pacchetti) will be professed a
Dominican Sister (Spfld., Ill) on Jan. 4, 1957.
Approximately $8000.00 improvements made on school building – including
converting of steam heating system to hot water with new commercial fin-type
radiator ($3,600.00) and installation of glass block windows (30) with aluminum
ventilators.
Purchase of Lots 13, 14, 15 in Block 2 of Fisher and Woodward Addition – adjacent
to present church property on south at a cost of $192.00 including taxes and
Guaranteed Title Policy.
Cemetery Report:
Receipts: Balance from last year:
$ 572.77
Sale of Lots:
Sale of Single Grave:
Perpetual Care
4,016.00
Perpetual Care Interest
25.00
Annual Membership fees
176.00
Memorial Day Collection
44.00
Special Services
273.26
Total:
5,107.03
Expenses: Labor, Care of Cemetery and Roads
325.00
Amount transferred to Invest. Fund
2,000.00
Equipment and Maintenance
338.12
Balance Forward:
2,443.91
Total:
5,107.03
Inventory: all radios, television, recorders, slide and movie projectors with portable
screen. All clocks, fans and air conditioners in rectory, 2 lounge chairs,
desk, books, and juke box in school building
Historical Data: Annette Philippe became a Dominican Postulant at Springfield, Ill
in June and will be received as a novice as Sister M. Paulette on June 3, 1958.
Cemetery Report:
Receipts: Balance from last year:
$ 484.48
Sale of Lots:
548.00
Sale of Single Grave:
Income Care
95.00
Income Care Interest
191.72
Annual Membership fees
176.00
Memorial Day Collection
36.00
Extra Services
178.00
Total:
1,533.20
Expenses: Labor, Care of Cemetery and Roads
300.00
Amount transferred to Invest. Fund
1,000.00
Mowers, tractor, repairs, seed, etc.
173.69
Balance Forward:
59.51
Total:
1,533.20
Inventory: all radios, TVs, sound recorders, slides, movie projectors, portable
screen, clocks, fans in rectory, lounge chairs (2), large desk, books, etc.
Historical Data: Sister Mary Stanley, O.P. (Lillian Karnosky) made first profession
of vows in August.
Sister M. Paulette, O.P. (Annette Philippe), first profession in January, 1959.
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Addition to Church completed supplying
Toilet Facilities
Extra Sacristies
Emergency Exits
Choir Room
Attic Storage

In 1962, a $50,000 renovation (see photograph of interior below) of Sacred Heart Church was
undertaken in preparation for the Golden Jubilee of the parish in 1963. The fifty year old frame building
was completely renovated, inside and out, enlarged, brick veneered and a third cornerstone laid on July 8,
1962.
December 31, 1963

Cemetery Report:
Receipts: Balance from last year:
$ 561.18
Sale of Lots:
115.00
Sale of Single Grave:
Burial Charges
130.00
Income Care
388.00
Income Care Interest
280.00
Annual Care fees
15.00
Miscellaneous Services
40.00
Memorial Day Collection
47.00
Total:
1,576.18
Expenses: Labor Digging Graves
130.00
Labor, Care of Cemetery and Roads
410.40
Purchase of 1¼ acre addition
600.00
Survey of above
153.71
Balance Forward:
282.07
Total:
1,576.18
Inventory: all radios, TVs, sound recorders, slides, movie projectors, cameras &
equipment, including pictures, albums, etc.
All clocks, fans, typewriter and all printing equipment including that in
school building and large paper cutter in garage.
Two lounge chairs, large desk, all books and all personal belongings
such as clothing, luggage, etc.

The interior of Sacred Heart
Catholic Church as it appears
today.
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Historical Data: On June 9, 1963 the Golden Jubilee of the Parish was officially
observed with a Solemn Pontifical Mass offered by Bishop O’Connor. A banquet
followed in the school building.
In 1994, Father Corrigan retired to the Priests’ Home in Springfield. At that time the Bishop appointed
Father George Radosevich, the Pastor of St. Michael’s parish in Staunton, administrator of Sacred Heart
Church. At this time, Sacred Heart became a mission parish of St. Michael’s Parish. In June of 1995,
Father George Radosevich was appointed pastor of Sacred Heart.
In 2004, Bishop Lucas of Springfield, Illinois, found it necessary to close St. Ubaldus Catholic Church
in New Douglas and merge it with Sacred Heart. Their last mass was held October 6, 2004 at 7:00 p.
m. Bishop George Lucas and Father George Radosevich concelebrated. A reception followed the beautiful
service. Items from the church went to St. John Neuman’s School Chapel in Maryville, Illinois, and various
other places.
Since that time, the church has held 2 auctions and established a restoration fund. During this time,

many projects have been completed, including landscaping, the outdoor grotto with the statue of Mary, the
indoor votive area with the statue of Our Lady of Fatima, new Stations of the Cross. Ongoing
improvements include: additional parking, a heating and cooling system for the church hall, roof for the
church, and painting the church when the roof is completed. These continuing improvements and the
enthusiasm of the parishioners serve as a tribute to the cooperation and sacrifices over the past years and a
tribute to the future.
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St. Michael’s Church
Saint Michael’s Uniate Greek
Catholic Parish was organized in
1916. The cornerstone laying
was held on November 19, 1916
at 1 p.m. with a priest from St.
Louis having charge of the
celebration. The best Slavish
musicians were engaged to play
for the occasion with a social
dance held after the services.
A priest from St. Louis served
this parish first, but the
congregation soon realized that
there were not enough members
to keep the parish in existence.
They called a meeting of all the
Slavic people in town, most of
who were of the Orthodox faith.
The people decided to change the
name to St. Michael’s Russian
Orthodox Greek – Catholic
Church. Father Kingskof of the
Madison parish was the first
Orthodox priest to serve the
parish.
The first resident priest was
Father Okaly. With his hard
work and the help of Bishop
Steven Julie, the parish was
turned over to the Orthodox faith
in 1917. Father Okaly organized
a Russian lodge on November 3, 1919. the charter for the lodge was issued as St. Nicholas Lodge Number
140 of the Russian Orthodox Catholic Aid Society of the United States of America. At one time there were
50 members each provided with an insurance policy. As people moved away, they took their membership
with them. Members that remained in Livingston transferred membership to the Benld Lodge.
Father Katchmarsky came to serve this parish in late 1919. He was followed by Father Ramzam of the
Witt parish, who was followed by Father Brosisov and later Father Karafom served the parish.
When Father Barna was at Benld, he would hold services on the fourth Sunday of each month in
Livingston.
The church was closed when members left Livingston to find better employment elsewhere. The few
people of the parish remaining transferred to either the Madison or Benld churches.
In 1934 the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, rented the building for three dollars a month. On October
8, 1944, the Lutheran Church purchased the building for $750.00. With the consent of His Grace the Most
Reverend Leonty, Bishop of Chicago, the money was divided three ways. The following groups each
received $250.00: the Orthodox parish of Benld, the Orthodox parish of Madison and the Orthodox
cemetery at Livingston for its upkeep.
Some of the families that belonged to the church were: Smerk, Polk, Fech and Sawchak.
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Dear Fellow Citizens of Livingston,
Holy Cross Lutheran Church (LCMS) of Livingston is joyous to be celebrating the centennial of our
community in year 2005.
We have a rich history together as Holy Cross celebrated its 70th anniversary this past year. Our past,
our present and certainly our future as a church has, and will be Blessed, in our One God-Father-Son (Jesus
Christ) and Holy Spirit.
The following is some of
our history:
In May 1934, Lutherans in
Livingston committed to the
Bible Word, Baptism, The
Lord’s Supper and Law and
Gospel began to gather for
Sunday School and worship in
individual homes.
In 1936, there were too few
Greek Orthodox people in
Livingston to support the
church, so they rented their
building to the Lutherans.
Holy Cross began under the
direction of seminary student
Lother Kleinhans, son of the
Reverend J.G.F. Kleinhans of
Zion Lutheran Church in
Staunton.
In 1937, Lothar Kleinhans was ordained and installed as pastor of Holy Cross. He served very faithfully
until he was led by the Lord to take a call to another church in 1941.
Charter members include
the foll owin g present
members:
Mary Cheslak,
Emma (Cheslak) Jacobs, and
Dorothy (Evans) Kabat.
Under the direction of
Reverend K.C. Weinrich,
who was called in 1941, Holy
Cross began a shared dual
parish with Immanuel, South
Staunton (Braunschweig).
This relationship was blessed
by God until 1980 when
Immanuel disbanded.
In 1946, an old army
barracks became available in
St. Louis, was razed, and then
reassembled by church
members on the Lutheran
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Church property. This structure became the parish hall.
On January 17, 1948, disaster struck, when a fire gutted the church, destroying the church interior and
most of the roof. Townspeople of the Livingston community, our fire and rescue volunteers, together with
surrounding communities assisted Holy Cross in a most supporting manner. The church met for almost two
years for worship in the parish hall while the sanctuary was rebuilt.
Other pastors who served Holy Cross were: Fred Rutkowsky, A. Ulkus, Edwin Schury, Bachanz, Beck,
Gaiser, James Schrader, and Schedler.
In 1983 another shared ministry was begun, this time with the Southern Illinois District of The Lutheran
Church – Missouri Synod, as Pastor James Schroeder was called to serve as pastor of Holy Cross in
conjunction with serving in the Mission of Prison Ministry. This shared ministry continues as Pastor
Maurice H. Alms accepted the call to Holy Cross in June of 1987 and continues to serve the church as
pastor.
Holy Cross Church, made up of many Livingston people, gives thanks for our past and prays God’s
richest blessings for our community in our present and in our future under God’s direction. We seek to
continue to be of Christian service to our community in our future – together.
A Blessed Centennial in Christ Jesus,
Holy Cross Lutheran (LCMS) Church

Photo at left shows Holy Cross Lutheran Church
in 1948 after a fire devastated the parish.
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First Baptist Church
The First Baptist Church of
Livingston began in 1941 as a mission
under Smith Grove Baptist Church,
Greenville, Illinois, by Gideon Oscar
Foulon. The original church building,
which was located where the present
church stands, was completed in approximately two months at the cost of
$400.00 for building and property. In
early 1941, eleven people attended the
first service. G.O. Foulon served the
church for seven years, commuting
from Greenville for bi-monthly services.
The church was organized April
30, 1944 with thirty-five charter
members. In 1955 the original building was remodeled and a vestibule
added. The auditorium was remodeled in 1959.
The church sponsored a mission in
Williamson and one at the Tuberculosis Sanitarium in Edwardsville in 1961. Soon after, a mission was
started in Staunton which is now Bethel Southern Baptist Church.
In 1969 a steeple and cross were
erected. A second story addition
was built in 1970 to increase classroom space. An enlargement of the
auditorium and three additional
classrooms came in 1987.
Landscaping and a new cross
were added in 1991, the year the
church celebrated its 50th Anniversary Jubilee. In 50 years the membership grew from eleven to one
hundred ninety-nine.
The pastors who served the congregation are: Gideon Foulon, Luther Shelby, Lee Scaggs, Glen
Moore, Robert Woods, Vivian
Bently, Elbert Oberto, Arnold Epps,
Wana Archer, James Young, Jerry
Thomason, Ollie Phillips, Robert
Leigh, James McGuire, Donald
Brown, Ernest Atwood, Paul Davis,
Paul Epps, Jeff McDonald, Don
Schnipper, John Oswald, Tom
Douglas, and Henry Martin.
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Local Sports

At left photo of Olive Greys baseball
team.

Only identification for photo at right is back row first
person - Fritz Windisch.

At left is photo of the Livingston Greys baseball team
taken about 1920. Pictured from left to right:
Back row: Bill Windisch, Jack Alfeld, Adolph
Scanzoni, Tom Beynon, manager, John Zorzi, and Fritz
Windisch.
Middle row:: Alvin Heinz, Bob Windisch, Paul (Sam)
Hochmuth, Gus Gockel, and Louis Oettel.
Front row: Bill Mecosky, Carl Windisch, mascot, and
“Smoky Joe” Zorzi.
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Livingston Blue Seals
3M Amateur Baseball League
The 3M Amateur Baseball League was organized in 1925. The 3M name comes from the three counties
included in the league – Madison, Macoupin and Montgomery. Livingston was a charter member of the
original organization. The nickname “Blue Seals” comes from the Blue Seals Coal Company at the
Livingston coal mine where many of the early team members were employed.
The following served as commissioners of the 3M Amateur Baseball League: F.G. (Pop) Dieteker,
Andy (Bonz) Semanek; J.H. (Jim) Augustine, and Jerome (Rook) Lesicko. Lesicko and Augustine were
players as well as managers of the team.
The Blue Seals story is one of the oldest amateur sports franchise in the State of Illinois; a story that
spans some eighty years.
Coal miners and farm boys made up most of the early Blue Seals teams that participated in a sixteenteam, two-division league. Livingston played in the original sixteen-team league and also played when
only four teams represented the 3M League. Blue Seal’s rivals within the league were Williamson, Worden
and White City. Attendance at the games between these three rivals usually drew a large crowd. It was
during these crowds that the “hat” was passed to help defray the cost of umpires as well as baseballs and
bats. All 3M games were nine innings long; often games were played as doubleheaders. The designated
hitter rule was never adopted in 3M play.

Blues Seals of 1937
Above are the members of the “Blue Seal” baseball team, along with some of their “rooters”. In the extreme back
row are, left to right: Walter Gvozdov, Bob Bononi (in truck), Freddy Bononi and Dave Bononi; Second row: Gus
Krek, John Kopuster, George Martz, Andy Rehlek, Victor Krek, Henry Augustine, Mayor Walter Benardin, George
Augustine, Gene Sandrin, Frank Fech and John Minkanic; Front row: Seated; Johnson Spudich, John Hribernik,
Pete Matesa, Raymond Moggio, John Lipolsky, Ted Koenig and John Bacca; in front, Albino Callovini, bat boy.
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The Blue Seals sent several players to the collegiate and major league play such as Albino Callovini,
John Carach, Don Coalson, John Goldasich, Mike Hribernik, Tony Keonig, Ray Komanecky, Armando
Rami, Frank Renner, Lou Rochelli, and John “Little Red” Urban.
Unforgettable Blue Seal highlights include a triple play executed by three brothers on the team, playing
a prison team at Menard State Penitentiary, several no-hitters, snapping an opponents twenty-five game
winning streak, North vs. South All Star Games and defeating a team of Lewis and Clark Community
College players.
The Livingston 3M Blue Seals hosted the 80th Anniversary Reunion on July 9th, 2005 at the Livingston
Centennial Celebration with former commissioners Jerome Lesicko and Jim Augustine as chairmen.

Livingston Blue Seals Baseball Club 1984
Pictured left to right. Back row: Jerome Lesicko, Kevin Robertson, Cliff Homeier, John
Pakovich, Jerry Case, Jim Tipler, Tony Bagaglio, and Tom Salter.
Front row: Brian Pogue, Larry Probst, Jerry King, Rich Henry, Mike Baugher, Troy Kasson,
and Phil Boston

Tennis Club
In 1916 sixteen young men of Livingston organized a tennis club. The tennis courts were located
across from the Company Store on the northeast corner of Main and South First Streets next to the railroad
tracks.
In April 1917 the men worked to get the tennis court in shape and enjoyed playing when time and
weather permitted. This season arrangements were made to give the ladies an opportunity to play.
In 1921 new backstops were erected. The new backstops had iron posts set in concrete.
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1953 Livingston
Little League
Coached by
Anton Karnosky and
Armando Rami
The team played under the
lights in Staunton.
Pictured from left to right
Back row: Ken Karnosky,
Richard Vallow, Anton
Karnosky, Armando Rami,
Umpire Busch, unidentified
spectator.
Front row: Dave Gasper,
Jim Gasper, Norman Torry,
Paul Dean Leyden, George
Robertson, Gene Libbra,
Larry Adams and Richard
Maleri.

Softball 1935 - 1936
Back row from left: Unknown, Unknown, Olin Kreuter, Unknown, Unknown, Francis Scanzoni, Unknown
Front row: Unknown, Unknown, Unknown, Steve Boston, Aldo Bacca, Unknown, Jim Tsupros, Unknown
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The Livingston Co-op’s
Girls’ Softball
In 1949 the Village of Livingston produced its first girls’ softball team. At that time there were no girls’
sports in the high school. The State of Illinois had an Amateur Softball Association and a group of girls
from Livingston joined this association and competed around the state and in neighboring states in many
softball games. The team was sponsored by the Livingston Co-op.
When the team was formed in 1949 its players were: Catherine Spudich, Anne Perne, Nanette Perne,
Lillian Karnosky, Carol Puto, Alice Augustine, Patty Meyer, Jeanette Heinz, Velia Pedrotti, Esther Graiff,
Florence Brun and Catherine Bellovich. Darlene Wenner, Ella Harms, Pat Kucinick and Marjorie
Robertson joined the team later. The team was coached by John Lipolsky. Eddie Evans served as the
official scorekeeper and Sylvio Graiff, Anton Perne and Armando Rami served as assistant coaches.
In 1950, the team entered the Amateur Softball tourney for the first time and although they didn’t win
they made quite a name for themselves for the coming years. Going into the tourney, the team was 11-0.
They won the first two games of the tourney but lost to the Belleville Southsiders in the final game by the
score of 8-4.
The 1951 season was a great season for the team. One of many highlights was a double-header win in
which the team defeated Peoria and the Belleville Southsiders by identical scores of 1-0. This season their
schedule included teams from Missouri and Kentucky. Probably one of the most exciting games was the
game played in the Illinois State Amateur Softball Tournament held at Pekin, Illinois. Their foe was the
Peoria Dieselettes, who finished third in the world in 1950. The Peoria paper had this to say about the Coop girls. “A surprisingly young and spunky Livingston squad threw a scare into the defending champion
Dieselettes, even pulling off a triple play, before submitting, 4-0.” The Dieselettes went on to win their
twelfth state title. These young Livingston players furnished many evening’s entertainment for its residents
in the 1950’s.

Back from left to right: Coach John Lipolsky, Helen Bellovich, Alice (Augustine) Oliphant, Nanette Perne, Pat (Meyer) Isaacs, Lillian Karnosky,
Carol (Puto) Dhermy, Edward Evans.
Front row: Catherine Spudich, Anne (Perne) Gregor, Esther Graiff, Florence Brun and Jeanette (Heinz) Harms.
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Local Organizations
Lion’s Club
The Lion’s Club of Livingston was presented its charter in December, 1939 at a banquet held at
Vanzo’s Hall. There were seventy-eight people present – the members of the club, visiting Lions and their
wives. Mr. Fred H. Chapman principal of the Livingston High School was toastmaster. The pledge of
allegiance to the flag was followed by an invocation by the Reverend Van Speybrock of Sacred Heart
Catholic Church.
The entertainment for the evening was a piano solo by Elaine Philippe, a song and dance by Jessie
Greenmore, a piano duet by Frances Britt and Eugene Slaby and songs by the high school glee club.
District Governor of Lions, Roy Gulley of Sesser, made an address and gave the charter to Mr. Camp,
president. The charter members were:
Walter Benardin
Dr. R.C. Berry
John E. Camp
Fred H. Chapman
Howard P. Crawford
Arthur Coalson, Sr.
Bert Dunlap
Robert Edmiston
Charles Ford
William Falkenberg
Silvio Graiff
Hugo Latowsky
Harris May
Henry Malench
Louis Mitchelar, Sr.
Earl Mitchelar
Louis Mitchelar, Jr.
Louis Schuette
Oliver Vallow

Livingston Lion’s Club Members pictured from left to right:
Kneeling: Walter Dzurus, Henry Malench and Clifford France
Standing: Dr. R.C. Berry, unidentified, unidentified, John Augustine, Joseph Healey, Sr., Elmer France,
Simon Pomatto, unidentified, and Armond Pacchetti,

The Lion’s Club met once a
month for a dinner meeting in
various places. Sometimes the men would do the cooking.
Projects sponsored by the Lions were the annual Easter Egg Hunt in the park, annual Christmas Home
Decorating Contest with prizes given, and New Year’s Eve Dances held at the park pavilion. They
presented several plays to raise money.
In 1960 the Lions had Edward Kieffer Day to help a fellow member defray the cost of medical bills.
To help defray optical medical expenses for Bret Collman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Collman the
Lions sponsored a benefit raffle, fish fry, bake sale and street dance.
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Livingston Lion’s Club pictured at Sacred Heart School Hall. Pictured from left to right:
Standing: James Wray, John Gorenz, Rev. Fr. Robert McCarthy, Elmer France, Louis Schuette, Maurice Burgett, Hugo
Latowsky, and Bert Dunlap
Seated: Joseph Healey, Sr., Edward Kieffer, Robert Wray, Armond Pacchetti, Wayne Hutchins, Anton Karnosky, Ray Hutchins,
Frank Nicco, and Henry Malench

Knights of Pythias
The Knights of Pythias is a fraternal order that performs charitable work, emphasizes high moral
standard and patriotism. Men of any religion may belong.
The Flag Year Lodge No. 719 of Knight of Pythias was organized on February 6, 1915 in Livingston
with forty-four charter members. J.W. Donaldson was chancellor commander the first year.
In 1916 the following officers were installed:
John Alfeld .................Chancellor Commander
J. Sanders ...................Vice Chancellor
J.F. Bonney ................Prelate
J.W. Donaldson ..........Master of Work
A.E. Atwell ................Master of Arms
J.M. Arkabauer ..........Keeper of the Records and Seal
I.J. Finer .....................Master of Finance
J.W. Busker ................Master of Exchequer
T.W. Davis .................Inner Guard.
F.R. Stevens ...............Outer Guard
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Temple of Pythian Sisters
On March 6, 1915 just one month after organizing the Knights of Pythian, the Pythian Sisters was
organized with seventy-five charter members. The temple was instituted in the afternoon with the name
Flag Year Temple No. 255 and an election of officers was held. A banquet was held with the Knights
acting as waiters. After the banquet a procession led by the Livingston Band marched to the depot to
greet the visiting delegates and accompany them back to the hall.
In the evening institution, installation and initiatory ceremonies were held led by Temples from
nearby towns. At 5:30 a.m. the Knights announced breakfast was ready.
Officer of the Flag Year Temple No. 255 were:
Mrs. Ella Bell .........................Post Chief
Mrs. Marie Dunlap ................Most Excellent Chief
Mrs. Christina McCullister ....Excellent Senior
Mrs. Nora Busker ..................Excellent Junior
Mrs. Margaret Atwell ............Manager
Mrs. Elizabeth Pollett ............Master of Finance.
Mrs. Edith Jones ....................Protector
Mrs. Jeanette Finer ...............Master of Records and Seal
Ida Ramsey ............................Guard
Mrs. Della Nixon ...................Trustees
Mrs. Maggie Watson
Mrs. Edith Donaldson

Livingston Park Association
The Livingston Park Association is a small group of local residents who endeavor to do great things
within the Livingston community.
The group began its life as the Livingston Jaycees in March/April 1993. Twenty members are required
to begin a Jaycee chapter, and the Alton- Godfrey Jaycees signed up enough new members to get a group
started in Livingston. The original charter fee was funded by Lesicko Monument and Funeral Homes.
The organization barely had enough time to get organized and elect officers before it conducted its first
project in the community, which was an Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday (April 11.) A bake sale was held the
preceding Saturday to help fund the event. The first Egg Hunt was attended by about 40 children.
The first year of the Livingston Jaycees saw it conduct several successful projects and add new
members. The group held a successful barbecue in conjunction with the community yard sales, sold funnel
cakes at the Livingston Homecoming, and initiated a Halloween Coloring Contest for local children.
The group branched out and sold funnel cakes at several area homecomings and events. It also began
sponsoring the Halloween Road Rallye in 1994, which was the second year it was held. The Jaycees also
raised money for children in need of medical assistance, and began helping the local Boy Scouts with
holiday food baskets.
In 1996, the Livingston Homecoming Committee asked the Livingston Jaycees to take over the food
stand at the annual homecoming. The Jaycees agreed to do so. The following year, the Livingston
Homecoming Committee dissolved and the Jaycees took over full operation of the homecoming. Also
around this time, the Staunton Jaycees disbanded. The members who still wanted to be Jaycees joined
Livingston’s chapter, and the Halloween Coloring Contest was extended to include Staunton.
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Despite the inclusion of the new Staunton members, some key people who were Jaycees moved from
Livingston. The Livingston chapter was struggling to maintain a minimum of 20 people on its roster, which
is required by the National Jaycees. The group decided to no longer be affiliated with the Jaycees, but
continue to be an organization that conducts local projects. In 1998, the group became known as the
Livingston Park Association, since many of its activities are centered at Veterans Memorial Park in
Livingston.
The LPA still conducts many of the projects initiated by the group as Jaycees. The annual Easter Bake
Sale and Egg Hunt has been conducted every year since 1993, rain or shine, and averages an attendance of
around 75 children at the Egg Hunt, all of whom receive attendance prizes. The Halloween Coloring
Contest encompasses only Livingston children now, but has around 100 contestants each year. And the
Halloween Road Rallye has grown exponentially, becoming an elaborate staged production that draws
between 350-400 participants annually.
More than 80 Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets are organized and distributed by the LPA to
local needy residents in the Livingston/Williamson area. The group is very thankful for the contributions of
many individuals in the community who assist with this project, and for Sacred Heart Church, the church’s
Altar and Rosary Society, A.R. Graiff Grade School, and the Skyriders Motor Club.
With the help of residents of Livingston, the LPA has organized and sponsored the Annual
Homecoming for several years. Also, for the past few years, an annual summer car show has had an
average of 90-100 cars attending. However, this Centennial Homecoming may well be the last one

Livingston Commercial Club
On March 23, 1917 a group of businessmen met at the city hall to form what was known as the
Livingston Commercial Club. The following officers were elected:
J.W. Busker..............President
J.A. Hebenstreit .......Vice President
I.J. Finer ...................Secretary
D.E. Aylward ...........Treasurer

Livingston Slovak Lodge
April 1, 1916
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Olive Township Sportsmen’s Club
The Olive Township Sportsman
Club was formed by local sportsmen
from the Livingston area who were
interested in fishing and hunting.
The Club registered as a non-profit
organization in 1957. In the early years
club members were very active. In
December 1958, the club purchased the
Livingston reservoir from New York
Central Railroad for $5,000. The lake
was built by the Big Four Railroad
(Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago and St.
Louis) in 1904. In order to obtain
money to build the club treasury,
me mb e r s h e l d t r a p s h o o t s i n
Sportsman’s Lake
Williamson each weekend and managed
the Williamson homecoming for several
years. They sold membership cards to
people who wanted to fish.
Also in July 1959 the village of
Livingston gave all its homecoming
proceeds which amounted to $2,800 to
the Sportsmen’s Club to enable the
members to buy the lake property.
Early club officers in 1957 included
club president-Chuck Miller, Vice
President-Frank Fech, Secretary-Marion
Tsupros, Treasurer-Louis Mitchelar,
Trustees-Clarence “Peggy” Meyer,
Silvio Graiff, Gene Sandrin and Steve
Chalovich. These officers remained
Yellow bank swimming hole named after the yellow clay that lined the
until 1972.
shore.
Officers in 1972 were: PresidentRay Jackson, Vice President-Charles
Bagaglio, Secretary-Marion Tsupros, Treasurer-Charles Meyer, Directors: Gene Sandrin, Steve Spudich
and Lee Spudich. Officers from 1973 to 1979 were: President-Ray Jackson, Vice President-Pete Matesa,
Secretary-Marion Tsupros, Treasurer-Chuck Meyer, Directors: Gene Sandrin, LaVerne Bartony and
Robert Ruzevich. Officers in 1979 and 1980 were: President-Pete Matesa, Vice President-Howard
Salter, Secretary/Treasurer-Marion Tsupros, Directors-Jules Bartony, Vernon Neuhaus, Richard
Wotchko. Officers from 1981 until 1988 were: President-Pete Matesa, Vice President-Howard Salter,
Secretary/Treasurer-Marion Tsupros, Directors– LaVerne Bartony (1981-87), Charles Oliphant (19811988), Don Mihelcic (1981-1988) and Bill Augustine (1988).
In March 1989 with very few members left and not enough money in the treasury to pay the taxes, the
club disbanded. They turned the lake over to the Village of Livingston. It has since been sold to private
owners.
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4-H Clubs
A 4-H Club was organized in March, 1952, in Olive Township, mainly in Livingston. It was named
Lads and Lassies though boys were not included. There were 31 members. The leaders were Mrs. George
(Eleanor) Best and Mrs. Roscoe Early. Any girl aged 9 to 19 could become a member of the club. The
four-leaf clover was chosen as the 4-H club symbol and each leaf represented a different “H” – Head, Heart,
Hands and Health. 4-H was primarily a Home Economics Club. Any girl living in Madison County could
join.
Meetings were held monthly and were governed by rules set down by the University of Illinois
Extension Service of Champaign, Illinois. The club had elected officers. Meetings were opened by reciting
the “Pledge of Allegiance” followed by the 4-H pledge:
I Pledge – my head to clearer thinking;
My heart to greater loyalty;
My hands to larger service; and
My health to better living,
For my club, my community, and my country.
Each girl selected a project to complete. Projects included food and clothing, preparation and service,
canning and freezing, table covers and flower arrangements, crafts, etc. Agricultural projects were available
and were usually selected by girls living on farms.
In 1960, the club was renamed the Olivettes. After some years, the University of Illinois Extension
Service allowed boys to become members of 4-H. The Club participated in contests throughout Madison
County and earned numerous blue ribbons. The Olivettes also won blue ribbons when they represented
Madison County at the Illinois State Fair with their 4-H Rodeo. They also won first place in the 1964
“Share the Run” contest held in Highland. Members under the direction of Ruth Bolin, grandmother of a
member, presented “Mexican Hat Dance”. Members wore bright costumes, which were made by their
mothers. The club sang Christmas carols at the Staunton Hospital, and they were guests on the Charlotte
Peter Show on the stage at Forest Park Highlands in St. Louis. They appeared on television on Channel 5.
Members were responsible for keeping records of the progress on their project throughout the year. The
forms were checked by club leaders and if judged satisfactory members received a seal to put permanently
in their record book.
Each July, the 4-H Club took
samples of their projects to
Edwardsville to be judged by
Extension Advisors. This group
was made up of Extension
members from other counties.
Blue, red, and white ribbons were
awarded for each project. Sewing
projects were exhibited at the
Madison County Fair in Highland.
The agricultural clubs displayed
their projects at the fair also.
Projects judged as exceptional
were then exhibited at the Illinois
State Fair in Springfield.
1964 4-H Club Members from left: Mary
Wentler, Cherie Graham, Betty Meyers,
Marie Rezabek, Kathy Kuttin, Peggy Kuttin
and Vida Best
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The Providers Association
The Providers Association is a relatively new organization in the Livingston area. The non-profit group
was founded in 2000 when a small core of individuals saw a need for a group to help those requiring assistance in the immediate community. The aim of The Providers is to help the disadvantaged, the displaced, or
those in need of temporary assistance. In the short time the organization has existed, it has fulfilled these
goals, in addition to creating new ones. In this time, The Providers has spent hundreds of dollars helping
those in need in the Livingston Community.
During the past five years, The Providers has sponsored or co-sponsored blood drives in Livingston:
purchased groceries for needy families; helped elderly residents obtain energy and pharmaceutical assistance; given funds to families who were displaced by fires, had members going through medical crises or
were stranded in Livingston temporarily; helped the local needy with other monetary assistance.
The Providers received initial funding from the Livingston Community Nativity Play Fund. Since then,
it has received monetary assistance from the Altar and Rosary Society of Sacred Heart Catholic Church, the
Women's Ministry Program at First Baptist Church in Livingston and from private donations and memorials
and fund raisers.
The Providers is always seeking others who would be interested in helping the group. There is no cost to
join. Individuals only need to be interested in making a difference in their community.

Livingston Streetfest
The Livingston Streetfest was started in 1994. It was originated to help promote the local businesses
with hope of attracting more people to visit and enjoy the activities that were a part of our community.
In its inception, the first coordinator was the owner of the Honey Pot, Ms. Lynn Puryear. During that
time the Streetfest provided entertainment, games and good food. After Lynn relinquished her responsibilities in 1995, Mossie Schneck, owner of Bud and Mossie’s Tavern, and Kay Gasper, owner of Gasperoni’s,
became the co-coordinators from 1995 to 1999. At that time the proceeds from the Streetfest as well as
community yard and garage sales sponsored by the committee were donated to Livingston High School to
support their computer lab.
In 2000, Robert Townsend, owner of Townsend’s Bar and Grill, took over the responsibility of Streetfest chairman. Along with Townsend, Diane Schwandner and others sponsored the Kiddie Parade as well
as continued activities from previous years.
In 2001 the Streetfest Committee became an incorporated entity. At that time, the organization elected
officers and trustees. Elected were Robert Townsend as president, Diane Schwandner as treasurer and
LaVaughn Pavlotich as secretary. Events currently sponsored by the organization include a scarecrow contest, Firemen’s Memorial, a karaoke and D.J. talent show, magic shows, puppet shows, Santa’s cottage and
a coloring contest. Sponsored by the organization were Easter characters that entertained the children at the
Livingston Park Association Easter Egg Hunt and a motorcycle show that enable the group to give a donation to the Provider’s Club and sponsor the A.R. Graiff D.A.R.E. Program graduation.
Officers for the 2002 and 2003 years were LaVaughn Pavlotich, president; Diane Schwandner, treasurer; Evelyn Deppe, secretary and Dennis Pavlotich, Bill Deppe, Linda and Gilbert Prost served as trustees.
During those years a hot dog eating contest was added with contestants attempting to beat the Guinness
World Record. Also new was a special Veteran’s service. The organization also sponsored a benefit for the
family of Hannah Lutes. Steve Davis (local Elvis impersonator) and the TCB Band were the evening’s entertainment.
The Streetfest is a community involved event that will be remembered by all.
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The Livingston
Band
1914
Pictured from left in back: Albert
Schweiger, unknown, John Lira,
Anton Martinjak, Henry Blair,
Ernest Burglechner, unknown, Ellis
Vallow, Edward Sailly, Oliver Vallow.
Second row seated: Gustav Sailly,
Roy Pollett, unknown, Andrew
Mossier, Ivan Bunn, unknown, Cappita Sautelet, unknown, Louis Blair,
George Dzurus
Sitting at drum: Arthur Blair and
Glenn Vallow

Zither Club
Almhausen
1914

Sitting behind the table is Ignatz Thiel, Sr.
In front with violin is Ignatz Thiel, Jr.
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Brownies and Girl Scouts
River Bluffs Girl Scout Council
Brownies and Girl Scouts were active for short periods of time in Livingston. The council does not issue charters, nor do they keep a history of leaders or girls who were members. The information herein is
what was garnered by word of mouth.
Brownies and Girl Scouts met at the home of their leaders once a week. When this was not possible,
meetings were held at the Grade School. At these meetings, they worked on crafts and projects for which
they earned badges.
Brownies wore brown uniforms. Girl Scouts wore green uniforms. They wore sashes, on which they
put the badges they had earned.
Brownies – 1957
Leaders -Tillie DallaRiva and Vi Chulka
Brownies – Joan DallaRiva
Beverly Martintoni
Jeanette Kovaly
Cherie Graham
Bobette Chulka
Betty Meyer
Brownies – 1967
Leader – Oma Henderson
Brownies – Margaret Ann Henderson
Girl Scouts – 1965
Leader – Frances Augustine
Girl Scouts – Susan Stearns
Mary Jo Pavlotich
Janet Bomball
Judy Koenig
Marie Rezabek
Patti Augustine

Boy Scouts
A Boy Scout Troop was organized in April 1937 by a committee which included:
Chairman: Henry Malench
Chaplin:
Vernon Mays
Activities: Harris May
Education: Tipmer Rachow
Secretary/Treasurer: Vail Hancock
The committee selected the following: Scoutmaster, Howard Crawford and Assistant Scoutmasters Ben
Karnosky and John Kopuster.
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Troops 82 and 55
Troop 82 was started in 1953. Sacred Heart Catholic Church sponsored the troop. Troop 82 was in the
Piasa Bird Council.
Scout Masters that are listed in the records at the Council office are:
Ira Bowles
1953-1954
Norrigan Buffington 1957-1960
Leonard McCalla
1961-1963
Riley J. Best
1964-1971
Rev. James Beck
1971 –
Roger Pitts, Sr.
1995-1997
There have only been two boys to attain the rank of Eagle Scout in Livingston.
Chris Johnson
Roger Pitts, Jr.

05/09/96
06/26/97

(Son of Donny & Mary (Bononi) Johnson)
(Son of Roger and Carol Pitts, Sr.)

Pack 55
Pack 55 was started in 1985. The Livingston Police Department sponsored the pack. Pack 55 was in the
Trails West Council. Trails West was formed when Piasa Bird and Cahokia Mounds Councils joined, then it
became Trails West.
Cub Masters -

Gary Ocepek
Sam McKenzie
Wes Floyd

1985-1986
1987-1988
1989-1990

There was no pack in Livingston until 1993 when William Barnes started a pack.
Den Mothers - Cindy Meyers
Carol Pitts

Cub Scout Pack 82
1954-1969
The following statistics were complied by research done at the Boy Scouts of America office in Wood
River, IL.
The Livingston Community Consolidated Parent-Teacher Association on November 29, 1954 applied for
application for a pack charter. The first Executive Board, Cub Master and Den Mothers are as follows:
Executive Board
Cub Master
Den Mothers
John Huddleston
Norrigan Buffington
Irene Howard
Norrigan Buffington
Doris Rausch
William Favre
Ann Bellovich
Joseph Healey
Pauline Favre
Robert Chulka
Loris Benardin
Elmo Pomatto
Harry Rausch
William Howard
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Those serving in 1956 were as follows:
Executive Board
Elmo Pomatto
Norrigan Buffington
Joseph Healey
Those serving in 1957:
Executive Board
Elmer Warlock
Armando Rami
George Machuga
Jim Wray
Clifford Lovejoy

Cub Master
Robert Chulka

Den Mothers
Doris Rausch
Ann Bellovich
Betty Matesa
Rosie Warlock

Cub Master
Robert Chulka

Den Mothers
Doris Rausch
Ann Bellovich
Betty Matesa
Rosie Warlock

Serving as members of the Executive Board, Executive Officer, Cub Master and Den Mothers between the
years of 1954 thru 1969 are as follows:

Executive Board Members
John Huddleston
Norrigan Buffington
William Favre
Joseph Healey
Elmo Pomatto
Harry Rausch
William Howard
Robert Chulka
Elmer Warlock
Armando Rami
Elmer France
George Machuga
Clifford Lovejoy
Jim Wray
Marion Tsupros

1961-1962
Wilfred Schoen
1958-1962
Riley J. Best
1959-1962
Steve Genczo
1959-1961
Father Francis Corrigan 1961-1967
Durward Best
1962
George Balen
1963-1964
George Wentler
1963-1965
Melvin Ondes
1963-1965
Edward Hainaut, Jr.
1965-1968
Gerhardt Deininger
1965-1966
Leroy East
1965-1966
James Rausch
1966-1968
Louis Wray
1967
Raymond Scroggins
1967
Clifford Homeier
1968-1969

1954
1954-1956
1954
1954-1956
1954-1956
1954
1954
1954
1957
1957
1957
1957-1958
1957
1957
1958-1959

Executive Officers

Cub Masters
Norrigan Buffington
Robert Chulka
Durward Best

Gladys Best
1955
Ann Bellovich
1959
Father Francis Corrigan 1961-1969

1954-1955
1956-1962
1963-1969

Assistant Cub Masters
Robert Wray
Robert Chulka
Robert Augustine
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1957-1958
1963-1965
1966-1967

Den Mothers
Irene Howard
Doris Rausch
Ann Bellovich
Pauline Favre
Loris Benardin
Betty Matesa
Rosie Warlock
Vi Chulka
Dolores France
Geraldine Machuga
Virginia Balen
Dorothy Tsupros
Patricia Best
Beulah Urban

1954
1954-1956
1954-1956
1954
1954
1956
1956-1957
1957-1961
1957
1957-1959
1958
1958-1961
1958
1961

Ellen Dudley
Catherine Pollett
Louise Chalovich
Maureen Ondes
Linda Best
Mary Burns
Ilene Hainaut
Thelma East
Norma Rausch
Gracie Welch
Joy Wray
Jo Ann Mertz
Barbara Ziegler

1961-1962
1961-1963
1961
1962-1964
1962-1969
1963-1965
1965-1968
1965-1967
1966-1967
1967-1968
1968-1969
1968-1969
1969

Members of Cub Pack 82
1954 -1969.
Ron Rami
David Brown
Danny Scoggins
John Fleming
Dennis East
Robert Balen
Pete Matesa
Mark Buffington
John Deininger
Archie Huffman
Gregory Easterly
Roger L. Pollett
Gordon Chulka
Perry Ondes
Ronald J. Pollett
Riley Roberts
Joseph Whitchurch

Danny Burnett
Eddie Watson
James Denney
Dennis Collman
Robert Augustine
Gary Ocepek
David Ondes
Tom Coalson
David Brown
Ted Lanberen
Victor Maue
Harold Vallow
Daniel Ulrich
Donald Wentler
Donald Repovsch
Phillip DeYoung
Bruce Chulka

Ronald Pope
Ivan Booth
Larry Wray
Philip Boston
Nick Kovaly
Eddie Meyers
Michael Burns
Ed Pomatto
Franklin Rausch
Robert Martintoni, Jr.
Ray Spudich
David Slifka
Leonard Tsupros
George Augustine
John L. Urban
Michael Dobrinich
Dennis Best

Steven Bellovich
John Slifka
Michael Welch
Gary Healey
Edward Hainaut
Michael Best
Alan Moggio
Robert Deininger
Raymond Machuga
Billy Scroggins
Robert Linger
Alan Slifka
Dan Kovaly
Michael Baugher
Robert Liley
Ricky Pruden
Gerald Tsupros

Cub Scouts met once a week at their Den Mother’s home. They worked on projects and requirements to
earn badges. All of the Cub Scouts and leaders met once a month at a Pack meeting. They displayed their
projects and were presented with the badges they had earned. When they had finished all the requirements
they moved to another level.
The ranks were: Wolf, Bear, Lion.
The Piasa Bird Council held an annual Scout Appreciation Dinner to recognize adult leaders for distinguished service to the Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts. These people were presented with engraved statuettes.
Those from Pack 82 who were so honored were: Vi Chulka, 1958; Robert Chulka, 1963; Durward Best,
1968 and Linda Best, 1969.
Livingston has been very privileged to have had so many people who gave of their time and talents to
support Cub Scout Pack 82 and Boy Scouts Troop 82.
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American Legion and
American Legion Auxiliary in Livingston
In 1923 men from Livingston and Olive Township worked diligently to obtain a charter from the
American Legion Headquarters to honor the men who gave their lives for our freedom and to liberate Belgium-France in World War I. In June of 1924 the charter was granted. Later the Ladies Auxiliary was
formed. The men participated in military funerals with honor guards and playing taps at veteran’s funerals.
On June 17, 1924, the American Legion elected the following officers; Commander Walter Koch, Vice
Commander Francis Thomure, and Finance Officer Henry Joshu. When the application for a charter was
submitted, approximately 30 men pledged themselves to join the new post. The name would be The John
Wajcuila Post # 377, so named for the first Livingston resident to die on the battlefield during World War I.
Jonas Wajcuila, know in Livingston as John was a coalminer when he left to serve his country on April
30, 1918. He trained at Camp Dix, New Jersey and was sent to France. His father, Joseph Wajcuila who
lived in Livingston, was notified of his son’s death that had occurred on October 26, 1918. He was a member of the United States Army, Company 4, 148th Regiment, 37th Infantry Division. He was buried in the
United States Military Cemetery “Flanders Field” in Waregem, Belgium.
On May 28, 1925, the following officers were elected at the regular meeting: Commander Dr. H.C. Tietz, Vice Commander Fred Miller, Adjutant
Francis Thomure, Sgt. at Arms Leslie Lovejoy
and Treasurer John Carson. Services for Decoration Day would be held starting at 10:00 a.m.
with Livingston Miner’s Band providing the
music. Flowers could be brought to the village
hall by 8:30 a.m.
On Decoration Day, May 30, 1925, the
American Legion Post held a celebration.
Judge Trares was the speaker. Father Gribbins
gave a speech as well. After the address the post
members and citizens marched to Spangle
Livingston’s Miner’s Band that performed at local Decoration Day Ceremonies.
Cemetery and decorated the graves of the departed soldiers. The Livingston Miner’s Band
played appropriate music.
After the war, and as time went by, interest waned and the charter had to be renewed April 13, 1942,
during World War II. There was an Auxiliary Unit formed and the following ladies names are on the charter:
Frieda Augustine
Martha Augustine
Mary Augustine
Mary Bellovich
Viola Bohenen
Sara Bondy
Marie Bononi
Elymira Buehling
Edith Buffington
Jenny Dumont
Lena Evans
Irene France
Loretta Fech
Olive Gasper
Mary Healy
Roberta Kamosky
Neva Mitchelar
Helen Ocepek
Flossie Prosser
Fern Sandrin
Mary Scanzoni
Bess Thomure
Mary Tsupros
Edna Vallow
Gold Star Members were:
Marie Bononi
Lena Evans
Dima Libbra
Flossie Prosser
Dorothy Kabot
(A Gold Star Member is one who had lost a family member in a war)
139

The ladies of Unit 377 accomplished many good things and had an enjoyable time working together.
They served lunches to the soldiers when a train would stop in Livingston at the railroad crossing. They met
them with sandwiches, refreshments and gave them the feeling of being appreciated for their service to their
country.
Poppy Days were always held in May and those funds were always spent directly on the veterans. Other
money was spent on programs and some sent to Department of Illinois to help with a 6-point program,
USO, Hospitals, Veteran’s Homes and a multitude of things to the benefit of the veterans and their families.
The Auxiliary also helped with expenses when Red Cross blood drives were held locally.
After the war the interest waned. The charter was lost again in 1963 and some members joined the New
Douglas Post and Unit. According to Historian Frieda Augustine the ladies continued to meet and participated in events such as serving at funerals, sending sympathy and get well cards and made cookies to send
to the Veteran’s Home in Quincy, Illinois.
May 27, 1968, Mayor Charles Oliphant made a proclamation that all businesses in the Village would be
closed, so far as practicable, during the funeral service of John J. Slifka, Army Specialist 5, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Harry (Evelyn) Slifka Sr. and the American Flag would be displayed prominently during the hour of
service at Lesicko Funeral home in Livingston.
In 1975, the village park was renamed, Veteran’s Memorial Park, by letter of the Mayor of Livingston.
A request was made to put the names of all Livingston veterans on a plaque in the park. That is yet to be accomplished.
In 1980, Dima Libbra was honored as our Gold Star Sister at the May meeting. Each year in May we
observe “Gold Star Members Month” and do something special for our Gold Star Members. A flower, plant
or small gift is given to Gold Star members as a remembrance of their loss and to honor them. Local boys in
service at that time were Roger Roberts, Robert Royer, Jerry Wesbrook, Douglas Glisson and Dwayne Glisson. The auxiliary sent cards and a few dollars to them for incidentals.
In January of 1982 more interest was shown and the local charter was renewed and the organization renamed the post John J. Slifka American Legion Post 1984 and Auxiliary Unit 1984. John Slifka was killed
in action in Viet Nam on May 15, 1968.
On April 2, 1982 the John J. Slifka Post 1984 was dedicated. The new officers were: Post Commander
Steve Boston, Senior Vice Commander Pete Matesa, Junior Vice Commander Jerry Ollerton, Adjutant Raymond Moggio, Finance Officer Joseph Dal Pozzo, Chaplain Donald Mihelcic, Sergeant-At-Arms Alfred
Langer, Service Officer Robert Urban Jr. Charter Members were: George M. Balen, Charles Miller, Armando Rami, Gary L. Ocepek, Donald E. Mihelcic, Walter M. Heinz, Peter J. Matesa, Louis Moggio, Joseph J. Warzala, John P. Grega, William Slifka, Alfred O. Langer, Robert Urban Jr., Joseph M. DaI Pozzo,
Steve Boston, Jerry Ollerton and Raymond Moggio.
In 1982 and 1983, more ladies joined the Auxiliary. In 1983, we lost a member to death. When a member dies, the framed charter is draped with a black cloth and a ritual of prayer and remembrance are held. In
honor, auxiliary members file past the casket at the funeral home and lay a poppy on the right shoulder of
the departed member; American Legion Post members follow in the procession after the auxiliary. When a
Legion Post member dies, the post members file past the casket of their departed member followed by auxiliary members.
Evelyn Slifka became a Gold Star Mother while Mary Ann Slifka-Bandy and Sheila Slifka Felchner became Gold Star Sisters. They are the mother and sisters, respectively, of John J. Slifka.
In 1986-1989, the organization was busy selling funnel cakes at the homecomings as fund raisers. Looking through the files the names that appear on the workers schedules include, Virginia Balen, Fern Lesicko,
Roberta Karnosky, Frances Perne, Beulah Urban, Edna Genczo, Frances Augustine, Sharon Hydron, Aileen
Kirk, Lillian Lesicko, Bridget Kopuster, Laura Warzala, Mary Burkhardt, Mary Wentler, Molly Rami,
Janice Libbra and Carol Shearlock. Other members served on different committees at various times.
During the years, students could enter the Americanism Essay Contest, sponsored by the auxiliary. Girls
could go to Girls’ State for a week to see how the government functions and have a week to get acquainted
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with girls from other parts of the state and make new friends. It was not all work as events were planned
that allowed the girls to have fun as well. It was a winning endeavor for the girls and the organization.
The auxiliary invested money with the intention of erecting a Legion/Auxiliary Post building. As time
went on and this plan did not materialize the auxiliary was advised that the money set aside for this purpose
would need to be expended. Auxiliary treasurers over the years were Viola Bohenen, Fern Lesicko and Liz
Ruhmann. The treasurers were very diligent in the duty to see that Auxiliary funds were invested as members felt appropriate. After much disArtist’s Rendition
cussion, Fern Lesicko and Liz
by
Ruhmann researched the prospect of
Jennifer Libbra
building a monument to honor all veterans. All information gathered by
Fern and Liz was brought back to the
membership for their approval. Burn’s
Nursery of Edwardsville was the only
company interested in our endeavor.
Tom Burns drew up a plan based on a
drawing by Jennifer Libbra. The auxiliary proposed that they could use a
design drawn by a student from
Livingston School District. Jennifer
was the only student that submitted a
drawing, and she was a junior member
before becoming a senior member when she turned 18 years old. Tom Burns took the drawing and developed a design for the monument with the bricks, plants, berm and flag pole. As things progressed, the Legion added $7,000.00 to the $12,000.00 the Auxiliary had allocated for the project. Mayor Dave Gasper, a
veteran, joined the effort and the village donated manpower, materials and support. Olive Township Road
Commissioner Bobby Chulka helped as well. Local citizens donated money in honor and memory of veterans in their family and community to truly make it a monument for ‘All Veteran’s’ who served for our freedom. There were times of sadness and hardship as well. We lost our Chairman Fern Lesicko, who worked
so hard with Liz Ruhmann. Eventually, Opal Seganfredo offered to serve with Liz as co-chairman until the
project was completed. We also lost our Legion Commander,
Steve ‘Daft’ Boston and our electrician, Robert Urban Jr.
Jerome Lesicko was our on-site manager and kept watch for just
the right piece of marble with the best quality, for such a large
piece to be cut, that would show the military seals and the state
seal along with the words we wanted engraved. It arrived just
prior to the dedication. So with everything in place, we had a
beautiful dedication on May 31, 1999 with over 200 people attending. The Veteran’s Memorial in Veteran’s Memorial Park
became a reality and it shows you that a beautiful work can be
successful when a community pulls together. Time does not allow me to continue or to mention the many more people involved. This report is done with the utmost respect and appreciation of the material brought forward at this time and is inadequate at best to show everything that has been done in this village for the common good of the veterans and their families and
relatives. Enjoy what we do have for now.
Each year a “Memorial Service” is held on Memorial Day
and each year it continues to grow.
141

Veteran’s
Memorial
Dedication
May 31, 1999

Senator Evelyn Bowles
Former Livingston Resident and Veteran

In the January 2000
issue of Ex-POW
Magazine, the article
(pictured right) appeared. The ex-POW
flag was donated by
Robert and Shirley
Lingner in honor of
Shirley’s brother exPOW Mike Koehler
and first flown for the
dedication ceremony.
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Memorial Day
May 30, 2005

From left: Lisa Engelke and
Chaplain Dottie Heeren

Pete Matesa
Commander
American Legion

At left: Honored Guest Roger
Pitts, U.S. Navy

Spec. 5 John J. Slifka Killed
by Mine in Vietnam
Spec. 5 John J. Slifka twenty-one year old son of Harry and Evelyn Clark
Slifka was killed in action on May 15, 1968 when the crane he was operating
struck a mine in the demilitarized zone in the Republic of Vietnam. John served
with the 1st Infantry Division. On June 25th, 1968 the United States Army posthumously awarded John a Purple Heart. He was awarded a Bronze Star Medal, on
May 26th, 1968 for meritorious achievement in ground operations against hostile
forces. Spec 5 Slifka graduated from Livingston High School. He was drafted in October of 1966, sent to
Vietnam July 15, 1967 and stationed at Lai-Khe Base Camp. Prior to being drafted he was employed by
McDonnell Aircraft at St. Louis, Mo. According to word received by his parents, the body will be returned
to Livingston in about a week. Beside his parents, he is survived by a brother Harry Jr. at home and two sisters, Mrs. Billy Ray (Mary Ann Slifka) Bandy of Williamson and Sheila Slifka at home.
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Gold Star Members
If Mothers are the glue that holds a family together, then Gold Star
Mothers are the glue that holds the Auxiliary together. The memory of a
Gold Star member’s sacrifice most surely reinforces our dedication to
peace and national security. We honor these women for it is they who
have paid the highest price for peace. Through the eyes of these women,
we better understand the sacrifice made by their sons and daughters.
They were fine young people who believed in duty and honor. They are
like members of our own families. We understand the threats and dangers they faced. Those of us who were fortunate enough to welcome
home our loved ones are most grateful for their safe return. Think of the
bravery and courage these Members have displayed through the years!
Their spirit of patriotism and duty is an inspiration to us all and they have our
deepest respect. They could have been bitter. They could have turned away from
other returning veterans when their sons and daughters were lost but they didn’t.
They shared our joy with the return of each veteran and have worked for those
veterans who came home-just as they would have for their own children. Gold
Star Members strengthen our resolve that no American shall ever die in vain.
Heroines all, they have turned their loss into gain, for us, for our veterans and for
our nation.

Evelyn Slifka

Dima Libbra

Our Gold Star Mothers and Sisters
Marie Bononi, Mother
Lena Evans, Mother
Dorothy Kabot, Sister
Mary Kuttin, Mother
Louise Lanza, Mother
Dima Libbra, Sister
Mrs. Pyle, Mother
Evelyn Slifka, Mother
Mary Ann Slifka-Bandy, Sister
Sheila Slifka-Felchner, Sister

Mary Ann Slifka-Bandy

Sheila Slifka-Felchner
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World War I
April 6, 1917 - November 11, 1918
The United States declared war on Germany on April 6, 1917. Eight hundred and fifty men subject to
military service in District I received notices (draft) to appear at Edwardsville, Illinois the next week to be
examined for Uncle Sam's Army, and claim exemptions, if they have any. The first call was August 3, second call August 17 and third call September 14, and there was a fourth call and again later calls until there
were 152 men from Livingston. Those being called were:
Anschuetz, William
Anschutz, Wallace
Anschutz, Walter
Andrews, Clyde
Antroelaks, Nick
Arvimini, Emil
Avanzini, Emanuelle
Barna, Peter
Barnes, Alvin
Bertalone, Frank
Berti, William
Best, Grover
Biepeokovis, B.
Borti, William
Bozik, Lukos
Brondalize, Angelo
Carson, John
Cassoni, Ruimondo
Cavullini, Modesto
Cerne, Wence
Cirar, Charles
Coalson, Arthur, Sr.
Coalson, Forman
Costadin, Joseph
Dunstan, William
Elenewisdy, Victor
Elenewsky, Kazimer
Enrietto, Pete
Eugenio, Giano
Evans, Andy
Fasculos, Peter
Finer, Harry
Finer, Ike
Finley, Clifford
Finley, James
Florian, Mike
Freund, Ferd
Gasparetto, Tony
Gasparotto, Alex

Genczo, John
Gerti, William
Gesosky, Joe
Giocopraci, John
Giuliani, John
Gorenz, John
Gvzdov, Walter
Greenmore, Jesse
Grossner, Steve
Hastings, Ben
Healey, William
Heinz, Alvin
Herring, Adolph
Hippey, James W.
Hoffman, Paul
Hoffner, Andrew
Hribar, John
Hulvey, John
Jajask, William
Joly, Leon
Joshu, Fred
Joshu, Henry
Jublelt, Alvin
Kacmirski, Mike
Katavia, John
Katavia, Paul
Kavathas, D.G.
Keele, Herbert
Kelley, Cole
King, Louis
Kiviathowski, Stanley
Klancar, Frank
Knemoeller, Andy
Knemoeller, Rudolph
Koch, Walter
Koenies, John
Korum, Anton
Korum, Clinton
LaVillette, Charles
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LeBlanc, George
Lesicko, Joseph III
Liddle, Clyde
Lorson, Henry
Lovejoy, Ernest
Lovejoy, Leslie
Luketich, Pete
Lukotich, Andro
Majeski, William
Marey, Henry
Marzas, Wilemas
McDonald, William
Mentelsky, Karl
Meyer, William
Miller, Adam
Miller, Fred
Miller, Otto
Mongat, Tony
Novotney, Michael
Ondes, Andy
Ortenceo, Celi
Ottino, John
Palitich, Paul
Parker, Donald
Peiritch, Donald
Pelepka, John
Philippe, Louis
Pickel, Walter
Pocisinnos, P.
Polutink, John
Porgi, Frank
Pribianca, Alphine
Prosser, Ben
Puvilich, Joseph
Ranken, Robert
Ravenelli, Silvie
Renner, Henry
Renner, William
Retsias, Nick

Ruehrup, Fred
Sakellaris, Dan
Salter, Oscar
Sandrino, Fiorvanto
Santa, Angelo
Sardyga, Anton
Sawchak, Mike
Scanzoni, Adolph
Seketa, Joseph
Sievers, William F.
Sikons, Paul
Sobut, Dominick

Spencer, A.J.
Spencer, John
Spero, Jim
Spiros, Tom
Spudic, John
Spudich, Tom
Stunck, Carl
Suravias, Gustav
Suravlas, Demeries
Tamiati, Americo
Tarando, Charles
Telepka, John

Theves, John
Thomso, John
Ulman, Andy
Vallow, David
Vanhooser, John
Wajcuila, Jonas
Windisch, Elmer
Windisch, William
Wolf, Edward
Wrischink, Louis
Yucic, Pivil

Those who entered the military were all given rousing farewells with local bands and parades. They were
also accompanied to Edwardsville by townspeople to show their support of our boys going off to war.

World War I Liberty Loan Drives
World War I cost the United States 35.5 billion dollars. There were five Liberty Loan Drives between
1917 and 1919, which raised more than $21 billion or 2/3 of the nation’s war costs. How did Olive Township help pay this debt? We could not find where Olive Township participated in the First Liberty Loan
Drive. The second Liberty Loan Drive was held in November 1917 with 262 people in Olive Township
purchasing a total of $23,350.00 in bonds. The amount expected from Olive Township was only
$20,000.00.
The third Liberty Loan Drive was held in April 1918. At 1:00 pm the Livingston Miner's Band went to
Williamson to lead the parade formed by Williamson residents. As they came through Livingston people
fell in line. In the procession were school children, miner's organizations, Red Cross members from
Livingston and Williamson in uniform, fraternal orders and the public in general. They estimated 3000
people in all.
After the parade they gathered at the City Hall Square with Joseph Hebenstreit presiding over the gathering. The band played patriotic numbers. Then Attorney Jesse I. Simpson and J. F. Eck of Edwardsville,
Attorney W. P. Boynton of Alton and Honorable E. C. Wheeler of St. Louis, government Liberty Loan
manager each gave a patriotic address. Olive Township was honored for the various lines of patriotic work
the people had done. Mayor Joseph
Healey, Joseph Renner and Fred
Joshu served as marshals for the parade. Every man, woman and child
carried a flag and each business in
the twin cities flew a flag. One person would not carry a flag and fell
out of the line of march, even though
he was persuaded to get in line. Two
evenings later he was notified to report to city hall. He was given a
large specimen of Old Glory and
started to march over the route covered by the parade. A number of
citizens in automobiles and a crowd
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of jeering children followed him. He was also told that an American citizen is required to remove his hat as
an indication of respect when the anthem is played. It did him no bodily harm, but may have taught him
and some others how to act in the future.
Olive Township was to have raised $15,000.00 this time, but the total was $75,000 raised by 650 persons.
On September 5,1918, Olive Township was awarded the first honor flag in Madison County for its valiant work in the campaign for the sale of the Third Liberty Loan Bonds. The band was out for this occasion. Senator J. G. Bardill of Highland presented the flag to D.E. Aylward, chairman of the Olive Township Drive, who gave an appropriate address.
John Zetkulic who led the township with a subscription of $1,200.00 was also introduced. An honor
flag was raised on the City Hall flagpole while the band played The Star Spangled Banner. It was later
taken down to protect it from the elements and placed on one of the walls in the American State Bank.
The fourth Liberty Loan Drive was held in September 1918. On Saturday and Sunday people volunteered to buy bonds. The booth at Livingston was in charge of D.E. Aylward, Joseph Hebenstreit, Tipmer
Rachow, Miss Jessie Livingston, Miss Molly Finer and Mrs. Ida Ramsey and by Tuesday $65,000.00 was
subscribed. By the time the drive ended, Olive Township had bought $90,000.00 in bonds.

Livingston Liberty Club 1918
The Livingston Liberty Club was a patriotic organization of young men that was active during World War I.

Pictured left to right. Top row: Wilfred Jennings, Lester Jones, George Sakalosky, Fritz Hribernik, Frank
Zorzi, Martin Sarko, Fay Fenwick, Grover Best, Joe Joshu, William Andrews, Fred Johnson, Edward Joshu
and Clarence Meyer.
Bottom row: John Millich, Charles Viola, Andy Kasarda, William Curcuro, Walter Liptak, John Baperstis,
George Chulka, Henry Malench, John Illo, Pearl Bell, Gerald Johnson, Elmer Stroka, Charles Windisch,
John Kasarda, Ignatz Thiel Jr., Jack Scanzoni, Elmer Lovejoy, Uranus Tumiati, Joseph Dixon, Jr.
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Proclamation
Whereas it has behooved our President and Government of the United States of
America to call to the colors in defense of our nation and honor an immense army of
which the Congress has passed an act setting forth a plan of selective draft in which a
number of our beloved sons, brothers fathers, relatives and friends have been chosen
and who are requested to depart on September 19, 1917.
I do hereby proclaim that this date be made a special holiday in honor of the departing ones, and I request that all business be closed at 11:00 a.m., except that which is
to make this holiday a success, and do further request that all participate in the farewell demonstrations.
Yours truly,
Joseph Healey
Staunton Star-Times - September 22, 1917

Red Cross
In July 1917 even before a Red Cross Unit was formed there was a baseball game held to raise money
for the Red Cross. The men organized two teams, the “Fats” and the “Leans”.
The “Fats” were comprised of the following men:
Abraham Farhat
2b
Joseph Healey
cf
John Kreuter
p or ss
Ellis Vallow
lf
Mike Whitney
c
C.E. Atwell
p or ss
O.C. Luebbe
1b
Baptiste Caviggiola 3b
L.C. Ottenad
ss
Joseph Hebenstreit rf
Tom Beynon, Dr. R.C. Berry, Dr. Vaught, Ike Finer, Arthur Dumont, Elmer Dowden, Alvin Heinz, and
Fred Joshu were benchwarmers.
The “Leans” were comprised of the following:
Tom Hebenstreit
p
W. Phelps
rf
Gus Webster
2b
Henry Wray
cf
Fred Safko
3b
John Howells
1b
George Kreuter
c
Henry Thornwall
lf
Rudy Knemoeller
ss
D.E. Aylward, John Alfeld, H.R. Keele, August Hribernick and J.W. Rice were benchwarmers.
Umpires were John A. “Honeyboy” O’Connor and “Little Mike.” Admission was 25 cents for adults,
15 cents for children and the grandstand was free.
August 17, 1917 - A meeting was held at the Eagle Theatre to organize a Red Cross Unit. D.E. Aylward
presided at the initial session. Mr. Barnsback and Mr. Brown of Edwardsville gave patriotic addresses.
The people were told the aims and purposes of the Red Cross work. A local unit was formed and the
following people held office; Chairman Mayor Joseph Healey, Sr.; Vice Chairman Miss Jessie
Livingston; Secretary Mrs. Marie Dunlap and Treasurer D. E. Aylward. Fifty people joined that night
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and by Tuesday noon there were 105.
September 15th - The Red Cross instituted “Tag Day” with $105.00 being collected. Miss Susie Arber collected $35.00, the largest sum of any one member.
September 18th - Mayor Healey made a Proclamation. (see article regarding Staunton Star Times September
22, 1917 edition.)
November - The Red Cross made a shipment of Christmas goods to the boys in France. The packages were
sent to Edwardsville with the county Red Cross to take charge. Included in the packages were tobacco,
cigarettes, candy, pencils, tablets, checkerboards, and cards. Later in November the Red Cross sent a
shipment of five complete sets of knitted goods to the headquarters in Edwardsville.
December 3 - The Pythian Sisters had a box social and entertainment at Sailly’s Hall. The net proceeds
were $122.50 with one half given to the Red Cross.
January 1918 - Susie Arbor received a thank you letter from a serviceman who received a sweater she had
knitted.
February 18, 1918 - Ladies of the Red Cross unit in the past week made their January shipment of goods to
the county headquarters in Edwardsville. The articles included in this shipment were made since Christmas day and the consignment consisted of two dozen hospital bed sheets, two dozen pairs of pajamas,
three wool helmets, three wool mufflers, eighteen pairs of wool wristlets, one hundred twenty pairs of
wool socks and thirty-one wool sweaters. Surgical dressings that were sent included eighty, four by
four inch gauze compresses, twelve, eight by twelve inch absorbent pads, forty, nine by nine inch compresses, two, sixteen by twenty-four inch irrigation pads, twenty four-tailed muslin bandages, twenty
muslin “T” bandages, eighty gauze sponges, one hundred muslin abdominal bandages and thirty manytailed bandages.
February 1918 – A Junior Red Cross was formed in the public schools with four hundred-fifty students enrolled in Livingston. The rooms of Mrs. Carleton and Miss Nancy Best had 100% participation. A
small white flag with a red cross was hung in the window of those classrooms at the school.
March 1918 – The local miner’s union assessed each member 50 cents a month. The proceeds were donated to the Red Cross. The American Red Cross room was a lively place. Mrs. Fred Behrent was in
charge on Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. On Wednesday Mrs. Nora Busker was on duty.
May 1918 – There was a Red Cross Drive held with the quota for Olive Township $2,627. The funds for
the local unit were given a big boost when the local office of The New Staunton Coal Company received word from headquarters that they will contribute $100.00 a month for twelve months.
June 1918 – The ladies of the Red Cross sent a shipment of the following goods to Edwardsville: thirtyeight pajama suits, twenty-five hospital shirts, fourteen sweaters, seventeen pairs of wristlets, twentythree pairs of socks, six helmets, two mufflers and $31.00 cash.
August 1918 – The Red Cross received a donation of $20.17 from Caviggiola and Costa. The money was
the receipt they received from the electric piano in their place of business for one week.
September 1918 – Eighty year-old Jane Funderburk donated a quilt to the Red Cross.
October 1918 – A dance was held at the Callovini Hall; the proceeds going to the Red Cross. Also in October, a meeting of the Red Cross was held and the following officers were elected for: Chairman J.A. Hebenstreit, Vice Chairman Mrs. Thomas McCullister, Secretary Mrs. J.S. Alfeld, and Treasurer J.M.
Arkabauer.
October 12, 1918 – A dance was held at the Spudich Hall; the proceeds to go to the Red Cross. Admission
was 50 cents for gents and ladies free.
October 18, 1918 – The Slovenian Orders of Livingston had a dance; the proceeds to go to the Red Cross.
The dance was held in Frank Domevscik Hall with admission for gents 75 cents and ladies free. Again
in October, Mrs. D.E. Aylward, Mrs. Joseph Healey, Sr., Miss Mae Livingston and Miss Susie Arbor
delivered the following to the county Red Cross in Edwardsville: forty-one sweaters, eighty-eight pairs
of wristlets, three helmets, fourteen pairs of socks, eighty pajama suits and one thousand gauze compresses.
October 1918 – The Red Cross made a donation of $500.00 to the Red Cross in Louisville, Kentucky to be
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used in rendering assistance to the influenza suffers at Camp Taylor. The funds in Louisville had been
depleted in combating the influenza epidemic.
December 1918 – A campaign for renewal of Red Cross members was held. The committee was D.E. Aylward, Mrs. Thomas McCullister, Mr. I.J. Finer, Miss Jessie Livingston, Mrs. Harry Deck, Mrs. Roy
Pollett, Mrs. W.T. Berry and L.J. Finer. In 1917 they had a total of two thousand members, and they
were hoping to top that number.

Private Robert P. Donaldson
Word was received Saturday by the postmaster of our neighbor city Livingston stating that his brother,
Robert P. Donaldson had been killed on July 6 while in the performance of his duty as a United States Soldier in France. He was a member of the 28th Engineer Corps and was engaged in some work in a quarry
near the front when he met with the accident, which claimed his life. According to the account of his death
the young man coming out of a quarry tripped over a rock and before he could regain his feet and scramble
to a place of safety, was struck by a car heavily laden with rock as it was coming down an incline.
The injured man was immediately taken to the base hospital, but despite all that medical skills could do, he
succumbed to the effects of his injuries shortly thereafter. Donaldson, prior to his enlistment was a resident
of Livingston for about ten years. He served as a correspondent for the Star Times from the Twin Cities.
April 1917 he left for South Dakota working in the mines in that state until enlisting in the Army in October
1917. In February 1918, he was stationed in France. On July 5th he wrote home saying he was well and requested for them not to worry about him. He died on the following day. A memorial service is being arranged and will honor Robert P. Donaldson and William L. Marajas, a young man that died while in training camp.

The ad for International Shoe Company appeared
December 31, 1944 in the Staunton Star-Times.
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World War I Happenings
February 1917 - A local Branch of the State Council Of Defense was formed. Chairman Joseph Healey Vice Chairman D.E. Aylward, Secretary I.J. Finer and Treasurer J.M. Arkabauer. Executive Committee;
Herman Becker, D.G. Livingston, D.E. Aylward, Ernest Zamboni, J.A. Hebenstreit, J.W. Donaldson,
Warren Hardy, Joseph Healy and Ed Hosto. Resolution and By-Law committee; Pierce Purcell, J.S. Alfeld and C.F. Liddle. Membership was for male citizens only and initiation fee was $1.00.
April 1917 - Patriotism was shown in the Village of Livingston by the large number of flags flying in the
breeze. The railroad employees erected a 33-foot flag pole in the center of the railroad lawn on which
waved a 5 x 10 foot flag. The mine was putting up a 7 x 12 foot flag. The 'city dads' will not be out
done so they flew a 9 x 16 flag on the village hall.
November 1917 - Joseph Hebenstreit presided over a meeting held on the twentieth to explain the importance of the YMCA and the good work they were doing to comfort and cheer our boys in the service. A
petition was circulated at the end of the meeting with subscriptions totaling $1000.00. At this meeting
officers were chosen. Chairman J.A. Hebenstreit, President Joseph Healey, Sr., Treasurer D.E. Aylward and Secretary Harry Finer.
December 1917 - They had collected almost $1,600.00.
January 1918 - Postmaster J. W. Donaldson was appointed local registrar for the registration of all unnaturalized German's living in Livingston. By February 14, 1918, he had registered fifty-five German
aliens.
February 1918 - A group of young men organized a YMCA Club. The officers were Chairman Henry
Malench, Vice President John Paperstis, Secretary Pearl Bell and Treasurer Walter Liptak. The young
men intended to rent a club room and equip it as a clubroom.
A number of local young men organized a "100 percent American Club" and changed the attitude of
some people so they rapidly recovered from their Anti-Americanism. I.J. Finer went to St. Louis and
purchased 2,500 buttons and on the outer circle of the wheel are the words, "American Club,
Livingston, Ill". In the middle of the pin is "100 Per Cent". Every man, woman and child who would
sign a loyalty pledge was given a button.
You did not have to be a citizen to sign this pledge. To the best of our knowledge Livingston was the
first town to attempt such a comprehensive undertaking and because of their success they were assured
it reflected great credit on her population.
The Eagle Theatre had slides showing about 40 men who were in service from Olive Township. The
pictures were shown before each movie and John Arkabauer wanted pictures of any other boys in service.
Sunday, September 8, 1918 - Livingston observed it's second "Motorless Sunday" with 'no' automobiles
seen on the streets.
November 19, 1918 - The campaign for the United War Fund was closed. The quota for Olive Township
was $4,000.00 and it was oversubscribed with a total of $6,500.00 being collected.
December 1918 - The Olive Township Christmas Fund was collected with a total of $125.00 to be used for
Christmas gifts for Olive Township boys in the training camps.
And if you were disloyal! A man made disloyal remarks and a group of young men tarred and feathered
him using feathers from a feather bed. He was employed at the mine and after drawing his time he departed form Livingston. He filed charges in Edwardsville and four Livingston men were arrested, but
the case was later dismissed.
A man went into a tavern and tore down many Liberty Loan posters and went in to a patriotic meeting
and interrupted the meeting making disloyal comments. He was arrested by Livingston police and has
since been imprisoned in Springfield, Illinois until the Federal Authorities take action.
Another man was indicted by the Federal Grand Jury because he did not register for the armed services.
He was arrested by U. S. Deputy Marshals and furnished bond of $1,000. He was to appear in court at
the next session.
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Jonas Wajcuila
Private, U. S. Army
148th Infantry Regiment, 37th Infantry Division
Entered the service from Illinois July 1917.
Died: October 26, 1918
Buried: Plot C, row 01, Grave 10
Flander's Field American Cemetery,
Waregem, Belgium.
American Legion Post #377 received a Charter on July 17, 1924 and was named American Legion
John Wajcuila Post #377 to honor Private Jonas Wajcuila, also known as John Wajcuila.

Armistice Day
November 11th is the anniversary of Armistice, which was signed in the foreign campaign by the Allies
and the Germans in 1918, ending World War I after four years of conflict.
At 5:00 a.m. on Monday November 11, 1918, the Germans signed the Armistice, an order was issued for all firing to cease so the hostilities of the First World War ended. This day began the laying down
of arms, blowing of whistles, impromptu closing of businesses. All over the globe there were so many
demonstrations that the world had never seen such rejoicing. In November 1919 President Woodrow Wilson issued his Armistice Day proclamation.

Proclamation
To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with solemn
pride, the heroism of those who died in the country’s service and with the gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing from which it has freed us and
because of the opportunity it has given America to show her sympathy with
peace and justice in councils of the nation.
President Woodrow Wilson
United States of America
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World War II
A sneak attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on December 7, 1941 was the beginning of the United State’s
involvement in World War II. Many young men were drafted and many men and women enlisted. The following is a list of men and women who resided in Livingston when they left for service.
Augustine, Robert
Augustine, Steven
Bacca, John
Beres, Julian
Best, Charles Durward
Best, Riley
Bononi, Alfred
Bononi, Elio “Bob”
Bononi, Fiavo
Boston, Anton
Boston, John
Boston, Steve “Daff”
Bowles, Evelyn
Bowles, Frank
Bowles, Ira Jr.
Buffington, Norrigan
Chalovich, Charles
Chalovich, John Sr.
Chalovich, Steve
Chulka, Robert
Coalson, Arthur Jr.
Colcun, Steve
Covi, Dario
Della Riva, Silvius
Dobrinich, Pete
Evans, George
Falk, August
Farhat, Ali
Fech, Elmer
Fech, George
Fech, John
Fech, Stephen
France, Elmer,
Genczo, Francis
Genczo, Steve
Gorenz, John
Grega, George
Grega, John
Grega, Joseph
Grega, Mike
Grega, Robert
Hainaut, Charles
Hainaut, Jules

Homeier, Clifford
Hunecke, R. Jr.
Jones, Russell
Karnosky, Anton
Karnosky, Benedict
Karnosky, Stanley
Karnosky, Thomas
King, John
King, Theodore
Komanecky, Cyril
Komanecky, Raymond
Komanecky, Tommy
Kostadin, Joseph
Kovaly, Nicholas Sr.
Krek, Gus
Kreuter, Olin
Kucinick, Joseph
Kucinick, Michael
Kuttin, Anton Jr.
Kuttin, George
Larcker, Bruno
Larcker, Frank
Lesicko, Edward
Lesicko, Frank
Lesicko, Joseph
Lipolsky, John
Lovejoy, Leonard
Majeski, William
Margaritis, Tommy
Matesa, Peter Sr.
Mihalic, Frances “Glick”
Mihalic, Steven
Minkanic, John
Minkanic, Mike
Mitchelar, Earl
Moggio, Louis
Moggio, Raymond
Ocepek, Anton
Ocepek, Joseph
Ondes, Charles
Ondes, Clarence
Ondes, Melvin
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Papa, Mike
Pavlotich, John
Pedrotti, Rudy
Pelizzaro, Henry
Pelizzaro, Onelio
Pelko, Frank
Philippe, Arthur
Plovich, Pete
Pollett, Ronald
Prevedel, Frank
Pyle, George
Rami, Armando “Modo”
Rehlek, John
Rehlek, Joseph
Rizzi, Anton
Ruzevich, John
Ruzevich, Pete
Sandrin, Eugene
Sattovia, Adolph
Scanavino, John
Scanzoni, Francis
Schuette, Elmer
Schuette, Otto
Seganfredo, Geno
Seganfredo, John
Sievers, Adolph
Sievers, William
Slifka, Frank
Slifka, Harry Sr.
Spudich, Joseph “Denny”
Spudich, Peter
Spudich, Stephen
Spudich, Thomas Sr.
Tsupros, James
Tsupros, Marion “Grit”
Urban, John “Jocko”
Urekar, John
Voyles, W. Norman
Warlock, Edward
Warlock, Elmer
Widmer, Charles
Zarr, John

The Victory Board which listed all of the residents sent to serve our country during World War II.
Pictured in front is Lana Bertoldi of Williamson.

World War II Happenings
January 21,1942 -- A letter was received from Warren Van Hooser, Warrant, U. S. Army thanking the
American Legion Auxiliary for the Christmas boxes and gifts of money received during Christmas of
1941 from the Auxiliary.
January 22, 1942 -- Saturday evening, Livingston High School held a basketball game for the Mile-ODimes Campaign. The public school team won from the freshmen. Members of the Fire Department
beat the Lion's Club and Livingston Independents beat the Wood River Independents team. Next week
there will be an “overall” dance at the Klavora Hall for the Mile-O-Dimes.
January 29, 1942 -- For the benefit of the men in the U.S. Armed Services, the USO staged a "Books for
Victory" campaign. One hundred-four novels and fifty Westerns plus other magazines of interest were
collected. A meeting at village hall was held Thursday evening to form a sewing club to sew and knit
various articles for the soldier's and their families.
January 30, 1942 -- Saturday evening the American Legion sponsored an old time dance, the proceeds were
to be used for some service to the boys now in the Armed Forces.
March 5, 1942 -- Local people are urged to prepare Victory Gardens. It is advised that gardeners plant the
simplest of vegetables, such as lettuce, Swiss chard, tomatoes, carrots, turnips, potatoes, collards and
beans of all kinds. Everyone was urged to can everything they could because the tin supply had to be
used for the war. The slogan was to be; "Grow all you can and can all you grow."
July 2, 1942 -- The local Red Cross Chapter has turned in a number of articles to headquarters that were
completed recently. The items included - fifteen children's robes, fifteen boy's sweaters and fifteen
men's sweaters.
July 9, 1942 -- Persons using the V-Mail sheets are to read the instructions on each sheet and write the letters and addresses as directed by the postmaster. The postmaster states that his supply will be handed
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out until exhausted, at no charge and there will be only 3 sheets per person. As soon as possible the government will see to it that the sheets will be on sale at all places where stationery is available. Soldiers
will receive their copy free of charge and civilians will pay .03 cents for regular and .06 cents for airmail
service. By using these it will be possible to send 150,000 letters at a time and they can fit into twentytwo gunnysacks and be ferried on a convoy or bomber ferry. These sheets have a space for a message to
the person in the Armed Forces and can be folded uniformly by following the instructions on the sheet.
In the Staunton Star-Times Newspaper this week there is an advertisement stressing the need to salvage
all kinds of junk, such as scrap iron, steel, aluminum, copper, brass, old rubber, rags, manila, rope and
Burien bags, etc. It is very important that every bit of such material that is not being used should be gathered and sold to a dealer, who in return can ship it to the proper place for conversion into articles needed
to equip our Armed Forces. Every one can help the effort. The appeal is being made in every community in the United States to do our patriotic duty to cooperate fully in the drive. War production is going
on at a high level, but the need for scrap metal is imperative. Six million additional tons of scrap steel
was needed to maintain the full rate of production of tanks, guns, ships and other necessary implements
of war. The rubber supply is also critical. Other essential metals needed are brass, copper, zinc, tin, lead
and aluminum in large quantities.
October 15, 1942 -- The American Legion and Legion Auxiliary will combine forces and sponsor a card
party. Funds will be used to send boxes to the boys in service.
Pfc. Smith mentions that he is receiving the local paper and enjoys reading about his pals at home and
abroad. Kenten states that he received his training at Camp Rucker, Alabama, but was changed over to an
amphibious force. His company consists of 43 men from the Navy. He talks of beach landings on the Atlantic. Every man is going to a special school to know just what to do when the time comes. Last, he
thanks everyone again for the paper and to tell his pals "hello" for him and he is waiting for the day when
he can get the old bar room quartet together at Struck's again.
March 18, 1943 -- A large number from here will go to Edwardsville Friday afternoon where they will give
blood to the Red Cross blood bank.
April 1, 1943 -- In the recent drive for funds for the Red Cross war relief almost $400,000.00 had been
turned in with several of the workers yet to report.
May 6, 1943 --The Williamson public school, of which Albert Graiff is principal, during the past several
weeks made an excellent record in the sale of war bonds and stamps. Schools through out the country
have been engaged in a campaign to sell war bonds and stamps. The purpose is to sell enough to purchase 10,000 Jeeps for the army to use. The Illinois quota is 773 and the total bond and stamp sale in the
Williamson School over and beyond the payroll deduction of the men working at. No. 2 mine was
$2,904.45. Of this amount $2,725 was in bonds, $129.45 in stamps and $50.00 in stamps converted into
bonds. One of the eighth grade pupils, Bernice Smith, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Smith, sold
$1700.00 worth of bonds. The total amount was enough to purchase three "Jeeps". The spirit of the Williamson School children should be highly commended. Bond sales were going on in Livingston school at
the same time.
July 1,1943 -- An honor roll memorial is being erected on the vacant lot across from city hall which will
carry names of the boys from this vicinity serving in the Armed Forces. The village is erecting the memorial, and the lot will be decorated with flowers and shrubbery.
October 21,1943 -- The public school has been in session only half time this week owing to the registration
for Ration Book number 4.
March 2, 1944 --All eating-places and taverns have been notified that prices of all food and drinks served in
their places for immediate consumption have been frozen as of the period from April 4 to April 10, 1944.
They will be violating the law to charge more. The order applies to all restaurants, hotels, taverns, bars,
cafes, clubs, delicatessens, soda fountains, boarding houses or other places selling food or drinks. Prices
for all items must be filed with the Office of Price Administration. A menu of each day during this period, if available, should be filed. A printed list will suffice if the menu cannot be sent.
May 11, 1944 -- On Friday a special Army and Navy service will be held at the Livingston Lutheran mission
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at 7:00 p.m. wit Rev. Karl Weinreich in charge dedicating the service to the men and women now serving
in the Armed Forces of our country. Family and friends as well as the general public are invited to attend
this service. Two special features on the program are a display of the Army and Navy Commission’s material and the rendition of a sacred number by the Sunday School children. The sermon topic will be;
"Lord, Teach us to Pray." The offering is designated for our Army and Navy Commission.
August 31, 1944 -- Steve Colcun was born in Livingston on August 9, 1917. He attended Livingston Public
Schools. In 1938 he enlisted in the U. S. Coast Guard and was called on his 21st. birthday. He served
the enlistment of three years being stationed on the Coast Guard Cutter USS Campbell in foreign countries. He was employed at the St. Louis ordinance plant as a rigger. He enlisted in the Navy and was
called on May 8, 1941. He was assigned to the Sea Bees. After his training period he received a 15-day
leave, which he spent with his parents in Livingston. On March 6, 1943 he was sent to the southwest Pacific where he served for 18 months. In a letter home he expressed hope that he would soon be able to
return to the states. On August 7, 1944, Steve Colcun's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Steve Colcun Sr. received
word that their son, Steve Colcun, MM-2c, USNR, was killed in action somewhere in the southwest Pacific while in the performance of his duties. He died just two days before his 27th birthday and was buried at the place of his death. As well as his parents, six sisters survive Steve Colcun, Mrs. Marie Prestopic of Chicago, Anna and Johanna Colcun of St. Louis, Mrs. William Kemburger of Cleveland, Ohio
and Susan Colcun of Livingston and one brother Joseph Colcun of Livingston.
November 2, 1944 -- Mr. and Mrs. John Evans of Livingston, last week received the sad news their son, Pfc.
George David Evans, had been killed in action in Germany on October 5, 1944. The message came from
the War Department. George Evans was born in Livingston on July 23, 1916. He was baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran faith by the late Rev. J. G. R. Kleinhans. He graduated from the Livingston High
School and later was employed by the International Harvester Company in Chicago. He entered the
Army on July 26, 1942 and received his training with the Corp of Engineers. He served 12 months in this
country and 14 months overseas. He was with the first Army of invasion in France and moved with them
through Belgium and into Germany. Pfc. George Evans is survived by his parents; two sisters, Misses
Dorothy and Eileen Evans of Chicago, Il, two brothers; Edward and Robert Evans of Livingston.
January 20, 1945 -- On Saturday evening a group of citizens of this community representing the village
council, the local schools and the various business and professional men, met for the purpose of organizing a post war planning committee. A.W. Perne was elected Chairman; Steve Komanecky, Vice Chairman, and H. A. Malench, Secretary. This meeting was called at the request of the State Post-War Planning Commission to make preparations for the various kinds of civic projects to assure work for those
who may be jobless after the war. Several much needed improvements were discussed and committees
were selected to secure data pertinent to such projects. Another meeting will be held at the call of the
chairman as soon as certain information can be obtained which is vital to the major project anticipated.
The aid of every loyal citizen of this community is solicited to make the work of the planning committee
as effective as possible.
January 25, 1945 -- The War Production Board order, which was issued recently in order to save scarce fuels
affect various business places and prohibits the use of all unnecessary illumination, such as advertising
signs, outdoor display lighting, excessive white way lighting, etc. The purpose of the order is to cut
down on the use of electricity, thus saving the coal and other fuels used in generating the electrical energy. The uses prohibited under paragraph (c) are; outdoor advertising and outdoor promotional lighting;
outdoor display lighting except where necessary for the conduct of outdoor establishments; outdoor decorative and outdoor ornamental lighting; show-window lighting except where necessary for interior illumination; marquee lighting in excess of 80 watts for each marquee; white way street lighting in excess of
the amount determined by local public authority to be necessary for public safety; outdoor sign lighting
with limited specified exceptions. All local people affected by the order are expected to comply fully.
Violations of the order are subject to severe penalty.
April 27, 1945 -- The Red Cross Chapter meets every third Tuesday of each month beginning at 7:30 o'clock.
Anyone interested in sewing or knitting please attend. At the last meeting, Mrs. Joseph Healey, Chair156

man of the Camp and Hospital Committee asked for as many homemade cookies as anyone would care
to contribute to the May cookie drive of the chapter. The cookies should be sent to her home not later
than Wednesday, May 2, so she can forward them to hospitals. Mrs. Walter Gvozdov reported that ladies were needed to help in the sewing of the kit bags. A total of 101 have been completed, but 55 more
are to be made. Those wishing to sew for this project are asked to see Mrs. Gvozdov. Mrs. Jennie
Jones, chairman of the Knitting Committee, reported that 11 sweaters were completed and more yarn is
being sent out. Mrs. Josie Lovejoy, chairman of the Home Nursing Committee reported that she had an
attendance of 22 at the afternoon home nursing class. Anyone interested in attending an evening class
should contact Mrs. Lovejoy.
May 10, 1945 -- Mrs. Maria Bononi of Livingston received word Sunday that her son, Pfc. Fiavo Bononi,
was killed in action on December 17, 1944, in Luxemburg, Germany. He was reported missing-inaction in January of this year. Pfc. Bononi was with a tank division and entered the service on February
14, 1942. His wife, Esther, and one son Richard Alfred survive him; both reside in Jefferson City, Mo.
His Mother; six sisters, Miss Corinne Bononi and Mrs. Dima Libbra of Livingston, and Misses Lena
and Alveria Bononi, Mrs. Erma Spotti and Mrs. Nora Faletto of St. Louis, and two brothers, Elio
Bononi, CQM, of the Coast Guard, and Pfc. Alfred Bononi of the Air Corps stationed in Waco, Texas
also survive him. Two years ago his father Alfred Bononi passed away. Fiavo Bononi attended the Hazel Dell School and the Livingston High School. He was employed in St. Louis at the time of his entrance into the Armed Forces.
June 18, 1945 -- The home nursing class of the local Red Cross Chapter graduated on Friday evening. The
class included, Mrs. Josie Lovejoy, Mrs. Isabel Voyles, Mrs. Irene France, Mrs. John Kopuster, Mrs.
Daisy Hicks, Mrs. Violet Smerk, Mrs. Ann Smerk, Mrs. Eunice Salters, Mrs. Anna Loeh, Misses Rhoda
and Roberta Brandt, Mrs. Erma Edmiston, Mrs. Loris Benardin, Mrs. Mary Healey, Mrs. Julia Gvozdov, Mrs. Dima Libbra and Mrs. Marjorie Kuketz. The class met at the home of Irene France and cake
and coffee was served. Mrs. Buckles, the nurse and instructor was presented with a gift.
November 22, 1945 -- Mrs. Joseph Healey Sr. Camp and Hospital chairman of the Red Cross Chapter is
making a drive for Christmas Cards to be sent to the various hospitals for use by the boys who are patients there. Anyone wishing to give a few cards should leave them with Mrs. Healey before December
1st.
February 3, 1946 -- A meeting of the Livingston Red Cross Chapter was held Friday afternoon at the City
Hall with Mrs. Valerie Perne presiding. All those who are willing to assist in the work in the different
departments were asked to get in touch with the department they are interested in helping with. Mrs.
Joseph Healey Sr., is chairman of the camp and hospital unit, which bakes the cookies, fill bingo bags
and makes various bags to be given to the hospital patients; Mrs. Matt Jones is the chairman of the knitting and sewing department and anyone wishing to sew or knit should contact her as soon as possible.
Anyone desiring to enroll in the home nursing class should call Mrs. Leslie Lovejoy. If interested in
Junior Red Cross work, contact Miss Sophia Moggio. Mrs. John Kopuster is the chairman of the Home
Service department. Another meeting will be held Feb. 12, Monday at 7:30 p.m. at the Club Hall to
make plans for the War Fund Drive, which will be held soon. H. A. Malench and Frank Wray are in
charge of the drive. Everyone is urged to attend this meeting.
February 21, 1946 -- The annual Red Cross Fund Drive will start in Livingston some time in March. H. A.
Malench has been appointed as chairman for the drive. A meeting will be held at the City Hall next
Tuesday evening for the purpose of electing officers for the ensuing year. The public is urged to attend
this meeting.
June 20, 1946 -- At the regular meeting of the local Red Cross chapter, it was decided to send cookies to the
hospital at Scott Field. Twelve pounds were sent to that place for the enjoyment of the patients there.
Note: All information on World War II happenings was found in the Staunton Star-Times.
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Rationing
The United States Department of Price Administration, OPA, administered rationing during World War II.
Rationing Boards were established in each county and were known as War Price and Rationing Boards.
Larger cities had a local ration office that was operated by local volunteer workers who filled applications
and cared for many problems for those who were applying for their rationing needs.
“War Ration Books” with stamps of different colors, numbers and necessary codes were issued to every
person in the United States. Families received books for each family member. Specific stamps for each rationed item were used on established and announced dates. Some of the items rationed were processed
foods (blue stamp), meats and fats (red stamp), sugar, gasoline, tires, fuel oil, shoes (airplane stamp),
stoves, etc., as announced by the OPA.
Special ration grants were granted to coal miners due to nutrition needs for their occupation. Extra
grants were given during canning season for garden foods.
Anyone selling major staple goods – meats, soaps, etc. – were required to adhere to established “ceiling
prices,” which were posted in their stores. Stores could not price or sell at prices above the “ceiling price
list” as there were many shortages of the above items. Supply and demand practices could not be used on
these items.
Car owners reported the serial number and make of the five tires they owned for their car. If you
needed a tire, you had to prove to the Ration Board your real need.
There were four sets of ration books issued during the rationing period or duration of rationing. Other
designated ration stamps were for sugar (numbered), coffee (numbered), spare (numbered) to be used when
a new rationed item appeared on the shortage list. There were also emergency use stamps – a green stamp
with a torch, lettered and numbered; a blue stamp with wheat, lettered and numbered, and a Ration stamp,
numbered with an Army tank. “A,” “B,” and “C” stamps that were also numbered were used for gas rationing. You were advised the number, amount, and dates that the stamps could be used.
Newspapers, radio and cards posted in stores gave the information regarding the designated stamps and
the “points” each stamp was worth. At the stores each rationed item was marked with the number of
“points” you had to pay with your stamps.

Above and right are pictured a ration book.
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Citizens of Livingston
Who Served Our Country
Other Than World War I and World War II
Atwood, Dennis
Atwood, Greg
Atwood, Michael
Augustine, Driscoll
Augustine, John “Jack”
Balsters, Kent
(Banovz) Burkart, Cheryl
Banovz, Howard “Chicko”
Barber, Arthur
Bartony, LaVerne
Blankely, Duane
Boston, Robert “Beanie”
Bowles, Robert
Buffington, Glenn
Burns, John
(Burns) Hernandez, Kelly
Burns, Timothy
Chalovich, John Jr.
Chulka, Bruce
(Crosley) Vallade, Valerie
(Cunningham) Castle, Virginia
DalPazzo, Joseph
Denny, Gary
Denny, James
Engelke, Robert
Edmiston, James
Fech, Richard
Fech, Robert “Foozie”
Fleming, John Michael “Mike”
Gasper, David
Garde, David
Glisson, David
Glisson, Dennis
Glisson, Douglas
Glisson, Duane
Hainaut, Edward, Jr.
Hainaut, Edward W.
Hainaut, Jerome
(Hainaut) Fennimore, Nikki
Harms, Herbert
Haustein, Anita
Healy, Alan
Heeren, Alan Ray “Jim”
Heinz, Walter “Wally”
Hettinger, Ronald
Hettinger (Augustine) Shirley
Hettinger, Susan
Hydron, Phillip

Jarmin, Louis
Jarmin, Leonard
Johnson, Christopher
Jones, Joshua
Kovaly, Dan
Kovaly, Danny Jr.
Kovaly, Michael
Kovaly Nicholas Jr.
Kieffer, John
Langer, Alfred
Lesicko, George
Lingner, Robert
Logdson, Dale
(Logsdon) Hart, Tina
(Lodgson) Beyer, Amy
Matesa, Peter J. “Pete”
(McKenzie) Lowery, Natasha
McKenzie, Sam Jr.
Meyer, Richard
Milcic, Richard
Mriscin, Carol
Ocepek, Gary
Ondes, Wilbert
Ollerton, Gerald
Prosser, David
Prosser, Robert
Pitts, Roger
Pavlotich, Dennis
Rami, Ronald
Rausch, James
Ridehour, John
Roberts, Roger
Robinson, Russell Jr.
Royer, Robert
Salter, Norman
Sandrin, James
Scanzoni, Jack
Scanzoni, Jeff
Schwandner, Donald
Slifka, Frank
Slifka, George F.
Slifka, Harry Jr.
Spudich, Eugene “Cheezy”
Spudich, Paul “Moody”
Urban, Robert Jr.
Urekar, Frank H.
Urekar, Joseph F.
Urekar, Rudy
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Vesper, Richard
Voyles, Charles T.
Voyles, John J.
Voyles, William H.
Warren, Edward
Washburn, Walter
Wersinger, Dan
Westbrook, Jerry
Wheat, Billie
Whitlock, Eric
Whitlock, Robert
Wilkins, William
Williams, Scott
Wilson, John
Wray, Louis
Zieglar, Lonnie
Zieglar, Ronnie

Driscoll H. Augustine
SPC
National Guard
Iraq

John (Jack) F. Augustine
U. S. Army
Korea 16 Months
1953-1955

Riley Best
Army
Germany
World War II

Norrigan Buffington
Second Lieutenant
U. S. Army
Tank Commander
Third Army
7th Armored Division
1942-1945

Evelyn Bowles
U.S. Coast Guard
SPARS
Intelligence Division
1943-1945

Kelly (Burns) Hernandez
SPC-4
U.S. Army
Desert Storm
1983-1991

Bruce R. Chulka
U. S. Navy
Aviation Electrician
1968-1972

Robert J. Augustine
U.S. Marine Corp
World War II
1943-1946

Charles Durward Best
Army
World War II

Ira Bowles, Jr.
U.S. Navy
World War II

Robert L. Bowles
Corporal
U.S. Army
Korea
1954-1956

John Burns
SPC-4
U.S. Army
1984-1989
U.S. Army Reserves
Desert Storm
1989-1991

Robert Chulka
U. S. Navy
Aviation Metal Smith
World War II
1943-1945
160

Timothy Burns
U.S. Army

Donald Coalson
U.S. Army
1958-1960

Dario Covi
U. S. Army
Signal Corp
Army Specialized
Training
1945

Benedict Karnosky, Col.
U. S. Army
World War II
Pacific
1943-Retired

Stanley Karnosky
U. S. Navy
World War II
1944-1947

Sam McKenzie Jr.
U. S. Air Force
Fort Walton Beach, Florida
2004-2005

Leonard Jarman
Colonel
U.S. Air Force
U.S.A.F.A. 1969-1973
U.S.A.F. 1973-2005

Richard Meyer
U.S. Navy
USS Briarus
Norfolk, Virginia
1950-1952

John Pavlotich
TECH-4
U.S. Army
World War II

Joseph Kucinick
U.S. Navy
World War II

Natasha (McKenzie Lowery
U. S. Navy

Francis “Glick” Mihalic
US Navy
World War II
1945

Antony Ocepek
U. S. Navy
World War II
Germany

Rudy Pedrotti
U.S. Navy
World War II
1945
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Louis Jarmin
Master Sergeant
U.S. Air Force
U.S.A.F. 1969-1973
U.S.A.F Reserves
1973-2005

San Diego, California

Henry “Rico” Pellizzaro
U.S. Navy
World War II
1945

Ronald Rami
Sergeant
U.S. Army
506 ABN Infantry
101 Airborne Division
1969-1971

Jack Scanzoni
U. S. Army

Frank Prevedel
U. S. Navy
World War II
Pacific

Henry Prevedel
U.S. Navy
1948

Elmer “Beb” Sandrin
U.S. Navy
1944-1945
South Pacific –
Carolina Islands

James Sandrin
U.S. Army
18th Field Artillery
Group
Ansbach, Germany
1954-1956

John L. Slifka
SPC-5
U.S. Army
Vietnam
KIA 5/15/68
1967-1968

Jeff Scanzoni
U. S. Air Force
Persian Gulf
1987-1989

James Tsupros
U.S. Marine Corps
South Pacific
1943-1946

Marion “Grit” Tsupros
Staff Sergeant
U.S. Army
France D-Day
1946-1945
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Armando Rami, Pfc.
U. S. Army
320th Combat Engineer
95th Infantry Division
1944-1946

Francis Scanzoni
U. S. Army

Frank H. Urekar
U. S. Air Force
In-flight Radar Tech
"B" 36 Strategic Bomber
"The Peace Maker"
Korea
1952-1956

John A. Urekar
US Air Corps ATC
Pilot B-24 Liberator
1943-1945

Joseph F. Urekar
Staff Sergeant
U.S. Air Force
1954
Korea

Walter Norman Voyles
U.S. Navy
World War II

Robert Whitlock
E-4
U.S. Army
1983-1987

Louis Wray
Corporal
U.S. Army
Korea
1952-1954

Scott Williams
Naval Academy
2005

Reactivated Group - Germany - 1950
Steve “Daff” Boston, Robert Augustine
Bruno Larcker, Francis Scanzoni

SPARS — On November 23, 1942, Congress passes legislation creating another arm
of the U.S. Coast Guard. The U.S. Coast
Guard Women’s Reserves was also known
as SPARS.
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Local Cemeteries
Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery
The first person buried in the Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery was Paul Warlock son of Andrew and Mary
Warlock who was born June 30, 1916 and died October 11, 1916.

“Cathedral
of
Our Dead”
New Altar

Cemetery Altar

St. Michael the Archangel
Cemetery
This cemetery belonged to St. Michael’s Russian
Orthodox Greek Catholic Church. It adjoins the
Catholic Cemetery to the south. When St. Michael’s Church closed, the cemetery was under
the care of the Benld Greek Orthodox Church.
The cemetery has been given to Sacred Heart
Church of Livingston.

Olive Cemetery
The Olive Cemetery, also known as Olive-Pearce Cemetery, is located in the northeast 1/4 of Section 34
of Olive Township on Kerin Road, southeast of Livingston. It is on the old William Olive farm. The earliest recorded burial is Jessie H. Olive, son of William and S.E. Olive, who died October 5, 1825. The Olive
Cemetery Association owns and operates this cemetery. Some of the people buried in this cemetery are:
Best, Bishop, Burgnone, Camp, Engelke, Francy, Kinnikin, Leitch, Mriscin, Olive, Pearce, Sievers, Van
Hossen, and Wall.
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Spangle Cemetery
Spangle Cemetery is located in the southwest 1/4 of Section 9 on the north side of Spangle Road, onetenth of a mile east of Sievers Road. The oldest grave in the cemetery appears to be Sarah C. Lamb, who
died September 2, 1851. For the ten years following 1851, the following were buried: Mary, Oscar and
William Dorsey; M.C. and E.M. Elkins; Hannah Jacobs; James and Joseph Lamb, and Franklin and Mary
Spangle. All of which were early settlers in the area.
At one time the plots were free, but people had to pay $1.00 for a burial permit from the state. Care for
the plots was up to the individual families. This led to weeds and falling stones.
In 1956, the Spangle Cemetery Association was incorporated under Illinois law. Directors elected were
Louis Schuette (treasurer), Charles Henke and Louis W. Sievers. A
“care fund” was set up for the upkeep. Families with members buried
there made donations for maintenance and upkeep. Planting of bushes,
trees, shrubs and plants were prohibited and fences around family plots
were removed to make mowing easier. At first the cemetery was used
by the farmers in the area, but now many Livingston residents are buried
there.
Families from Livingston are also buried in Staunton City Cemetery
and Memorial Park Cemetery in Staunton.

Entrance sign at Spangle Cemetery

Pictured at right is the Livingston Family
Grave Marker.

Voyles Cemetery
The Voyles Cemetery is located in the northwest 1/4 of Section 12 of Olive Township on Old Hillsboro
Road near Binney Station. The first burial was that of Elizabeth Voyles, wife of Samuel Voyles, who died
on January 14, 1848. Other people buried in this cemetery are Atkins, Enochs, Fletcher, Funderbark, Holdaway, Jackson, Nitz, and Voyles. This cemetery was cleared of timber and taken care of by a family member.

Coalson Cemetery
The Coalson Cemetery is located in the northeast 1/4 of Section 15 in Olive Township one mile east
of Livingston on the property where John and Elizabeth (Cox) Coalson settled in 1834. Names found in
this cemetery are Alfeld, Andrews, Coalson, Maze, Score and Voyles.
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Family Ties
John and Mary
Augustine Family
John Augustine, Sr. was born in Lada,
Austria, Hungary in 1871 and Mary
Koskosta was born in Kapusany, Slovakia
in 1879. The couple married in Kapusany
in 1897. They entered the United States
through the Port of New York that same
year. John was a knowledgeable and
resourceful man with little formal education.
His occupation as a coal miner was hard,
dangerous work. The family supplemented
their income by raising fruit, vegetables and
animals. Grandmother was a home maker
and raised eight (8) children who married
and lived to adulthood. John and Mary are buried at the Sacred Heart Cemetery in Livingston. Passing away in 1957
and 1958 respectively. Their children and mates follow;
Mary
John
Anna
Margaret
Andrew
George
Henry
Steve

-

John Sacheck
Martha Kroeger Augustine
Ira Bowles
Victor Erzen
Helen Minkanic Augustine
Josephine Larcker Augustine
Margariete Kreuter Augustine
Mary Pacchetti Augustine

A family reunion organized by their great-grandson, Dr. Robert Mark Augustine, PhD. was held in 2002 with 92
descendants present. Helen Minkanic Augustine was the only second generation present. She survives at this
present time.
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Four Generations of Augustines

Left to Right: Robert, John
(Robert’s father holding
Robert’s son, young Robert),
Grandpa Augustine who
emigrated from
Czechoslovakia in the late
1800’s

Mr. & Mrs. Henry (Hank) Augustine
Henry (Hank) Augustine was born July 21, 1910. Margariete (Kreuter) Augustine was born September
27, 1915. They married on November 19, 1938. Three children were born to their union: James Henry
(1942), Nancy (1943) and George Driscoll (1948).
Hank dropped out of school in sixth grade to go to work in the coal mine. Hank served Olive Township
for 54 years (a precinct record) as Justice of Peace, Democratic Precinct Committeeman and Township
Trustee. Margariete graduated from Livingston High School in 1934 and was a housewife.
Hank and Margariete had four grandchildren: Noel, Amy, Jamie and Driscoll and two greatgrandchildren: Aubry and Madelyn.
Margariete passed away on January 20, 1980 and Hank passed away February 25, 1989. Both are
buried at Sacred Heart Cemetery.

George and Mary Best Family
George Washington Best was born in Omphghent Township to William and Fredonia (Baird) Best in
1863. He married Mary Catherine Best in 1888 in Worden. Even though their last names are both Best, we
have found no relationship between the two families. George was a farmer and hauled coal and other things
with horse and wagon. He died in 1917.
Mary Catherine Best, also call ‘Molly’ was born in Omphghent Township in 1869 to Dempsy and
Nancy (Camp) Best. Mary’s great, great grandparents Michael and Anna (Spence) Best were born in Tyrell
County, North Carolina. They left North Carolina and settled hear Nashville, Tennessee for a few years. In
the mid 1820s, Michael and Anna settled near Staunton and their son Ephraim settled in Silver Creek which
later became Olive Township. She died in 1948.
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George and Mary lived in
Omphghent Township and
then moved to the farm
where Mt. Olive and Staunton Coal Company Mine #2
was later sunk. In 1904, they
moved to the farm of Henry
Burns north of the railroad
tracks on what is now
Livingston Avenue.
Twelve children were
born to George and Mary.
• Grover Dempsey was
born in 1891 and married
Gertrude Oehler of
Staunton. They had three
children – Ruth married
Melvin Zirges; Gilbert
married Anna Mae Karl,
and Marietta married
Ervin Schnarre. Grover
and Gertie lived in the
Pictured above from left: Ruth, George holding Cora, Nancy, Grover, Jennie,
Mary holding Nora.
Staunton area usually on
Seated in front: Dollie and Lydia
a farm, and he worked at
the Livingston mine.
• Ruth Belle was born in 1893. She remained single and lived with her mother. She taught school for fifteen years and worked in the Livingston Post Office for forty years. She tended a garden, an orchard,
chickens, geese, ducks, pigs and cows on the home place.
• Nancy Etta was born in 1895 and married Howard Sherfy from Staunton. They always lived in Staunton. They had two boys – Dean Leroy who died at the age of seven days and David Howard who married Val Hannig of Staunton.
• Dollie Blye was born in 1897 and married Elia Tepovich. They had nine children – Eli, Melvin, Jessie,
Alberta, George, Irene, Merlin who died in infancy, Ellsworth and Franklin. Dollie and Elia lived in
Livingston for a short time and then moved to Nason, Illinois.
• Eliza Ellen known as Lydia was born in 1899 and married John Rydgig. They had six children – Flora,
Dorothy, Alberta, twins Mae and June and Donald who was injured in Iwo Jima and died aboard a hospital ship going to Guam. He is buried in National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific also known as
Punchbowl Cemetery in Honolulu, Hawaii. Lydia and John lived most of their lives in Akron, Ohio.
• Elberta Jane better known as Jennie. (See Mathes and Jennie Jones.)
• Twins Cora Matilda and Nora Mawilda. (Cora, see Chulka Family) (Nora see Nixon Family)
• George Rolla was born in 1905 and married Eleanor Bloemker. They had three daughter: Lavonne
married Charles Collman; Nelda is single and Vida Rose married James Knecht. All three daughters are
nurses. George and Eleanor lived on a farm south of Livingston until they retired in Edwardsville.
• Twins May Lorena and Jessie Irene were born in 1908. They were named after Mae and Jessie
Livingston May died at age 1 ½ months and Jessie died at 8 ½ months.
• Ellsworth Woodrow (See Ellsworth and Gladys Best Family)
In addition to their twelve children, George and Mary had thirty-four grandchildren, sixty-nine great
grandchildren, one hundred, forty-three great, great grandchildren, thirty-four great, great, great grandchildren and one great, great, great, great grandchild. George and Eleanor lived on a farm until they retired to
Edwardsville
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Ellsworth Best Family
Ellsworth W. Best was born June 8, 1910 and was the youngest of twelve children born to George and
Mary Catherine Best. Ellsworth, better known to his friends as Elzy, attended the Livingston Schools
through the tenth grade. On June 26, 1933 he married Gladys Bishop daughter of William and Lena
(VanHooser) Bishop of Olive Township. They spent their married life of sixty-three years residing in
Livingston. They both were active in area civic organizations, Ellsworth being a member of the Staunton
Masonic Lodge #177, while Gladys was an active member of the school PTO, Girl Scouts and the Eastern
Star. He also served as the Township Highway Commissioner for a period of time. Even though he was
not an actual member of the Livingston Volunteer Fire Department, he was always present to assist in any
way he could. He loved sports and was a respected player on several of the local baseball teams.
Ellsworth was a welder/pipefitter by trade and a member of Pipefitters Lodge #533 of East Alton. He
retired from this trade in 1975. He also farmed the family homestead farm located just north of the railroad
tracks on Livingston Avenue. He loved working with the land, whether it be the farm or in his garden behind the house. Gladys was known for her sewing talent, golden fried chicken and delicious homemade
pies. Ellsworth and Gladys both were hard working people and always available to lend a helping hand to a
neighbor in need or the community. They both
were active members of the Staunton Methodist
Church.
Ellsworth passed away on May 28, 1994,
Gladys on May 26, 1996. Five children, fifteen
grandchildren, and twenty-nine great grandchildren survive them.
Merlyne Ruth married Robert C. Owens
of Staunton, Illinois in December 1955. They
currently reside in Cumming, Georgia. They have
five children and eight grandchildren – Bobbie Jo
(Robert) Moore of Atlanta, Georgia; Gregory Allen Owens of Springfield, Missouri; Kirk Robert
(Shannon) Owens of Pensacola, Florida; Tracy
Lynn (Douglas) Moran of Grand Blanc, MichiStanding from left: Lois, Ellsworth, Harlan, and Merlyne
gan, and Shelley Ann (Keith) Smith of Carrollton,
Seated: Joyce, Gladys and Vara
Georgia.
Joyce Lee married James F. Furtkamp of Staunton in September 1958. They currently reside in Lebanon, Illinois. They have three children and seven grandchildren – Douglas James (Lisa) Furtkamp, Ozark,
Missouri; Darryl Best (Emily) Furtkamp of Andover, New Hampshire, and Deanna Lee (Scott) Weiler of
Ashland, Virginia.
Harlan Duane married Mary Lou Zuber of Litchfield in November 1968. They currently reside in
Staunton. They have two children and three grandchildren – Bradley Duane (Angela) Best and Keely Lynn
(Troy) Redfern, both of Staunton.
Lois Lana married Ramsae C. Stricker of Okawville, Illinois in June 1966. They currently reside in
Highland, Illinois. They have four children and eleven grandchildren – Michael Perry (Dianne) Stricker of
Fountain Hill, Arizona; Beth Lynn (Gene) Fisher of Okawville, Illinois; Alana Kay (David) DeCurtis of Orlando, Florida, and Ryan Ellsworth (Melissa) Stricker of Highland.
Vara Lynn married David Yochum of Decatur, Illinois in August 1986. They reside in Troy, Illinois.
They have two children – Lesley Renee Yochum and Jason Edward Yochum both of Troy.
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The Busker and Luebke Families
Ernst Busker (some family members spelled the name Buescher) was born in Linen, Wetfalen, Germany. He married Elisabeth Hilgedieck from Linen. He sailed with his wife Elisabeth and their young son
Ernst to the United States in 1857 from Bremen, Germany, landing at Baltimore, Maryland.
His naturalization says he signed his intent to become a citizen in 1860 in Ohio and received his final
papers in 1862 in Alton, Illinois.
Their daughter Sophie was born in Cincinnati, Ohio circa 1857 or 58. In 1868, he bought land in Section 15 of Olive Township (southwest of Livingston) from James W. Cline and Mary E. Cline. Their other
children were Henry, Mary, Sophie, Caroline, William, and Wilhelmina. His wife, Elisabeth, died August
1868. December 11th of 1868 he married Lisette Sander in DeCamp Church in Madison County. To them
were born Elise “Lizzie,” John, Fred, August, and Louis Buescher.
William, age 17, Wilhelmina, age 14, and Lizzie, age 11 died in a typhoid epidemic between March and
April 1882. The entire family came down with the illness. Louis was killed by accident, thrown from a
horse when gypsies camped by Silver Creek, frightened the horse. John, Fred, and August were well
known for their musical talents, often playing at funerals and gatherings. These brothers attended Pleasant
Hill School east of town. In 1904, Fred took the train from Binney Station to visit the St. Louis World’s
Fair and returned with stories and souvenirs.
Around 1909, John Busker established a furniture and hardware store. Furniture was delivered to town
by rail. We believe this was later the Martintoni Hardware Store.
John’s wife Nora was the daughter of Charles and Elizabeth (Lizzie) Luebke Kroeger. Nora’s grandparents were John F. and Lisette (Salter) Luebke, who lived south of Livingston. John F. Luebke was a former
gold miner in California with brother-in-law, Charles Salter. He stayed there seven years and returned in
1861 and bought a farm
on Section 22 of Olive
Township, which is
south of town. The barn,
which still stands today,
was built during the
Civic War. John Luebke’s children were
Elizabeth, H. Heinrich,
Sophia, Charles and
Johanna. Johanna married Fred Busker, son of
Ernst and Lisette Sander
Busker on June 2, 1901.
John and Nora’s
children were Elmer and
Marvin. Elmer passed
away on August 11,
1929. He had a sudden
illness after swimming in
Livingston Lake.
Marvin attended
Livingston schools and
later moved with his parents to Staunton. Here
Pictured left to right. Standing: Eleanora (Nora), Charles Busker, Clara Busker,
Seated: Fred H. Busker, Edna Busker, Johanna Luebke Busker
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they ran a car dealership and finally settled in Edwardsville, where they ran Busker’s Hardware for many
years.
August “Gus” Busker never married and spent most of his life in Livingston-Williamson. He was an
avid hunter. Fred Busker’s family lived south of town on the former Luebke farm. Their children were
Willie, who died as an infant, Charles, and Clara Busker Schuette. Then they moved to the Alhambra farm
where Eleanor Busker Schlechte and Edna were born.

Johanna “Anna” Luebke Busker
Born to Lisette Salter and John Fred Luebke, Anna was one of five children, three girls and two boys.
Anna’s father was a gold seeker, and just four months after his marriage in November 1853, he headed off
to the California Gold Rush. He and his brother-in-law, Carl Salter, spent seven long years in the gold
fields of California before J.F. returned home to his young wife in St. Louis, Missouri. While he was gone
seeking his fortune, Lisette stayed in St. Louis and worked.
The family lived in St. Louis for a time, then moved to Madison County, Illinois where they bought a
farm with money earned from the California gold fields. Their farm was located just south of what is now
Livingston. J.F. also brought back several pieces of gold that he had made into jewelry for his daughter.
Anna was born October 1, 1872 in Olive Township, Madison County. Here Anna lived with her parents, sisters Elizabeth and Sophie, and brother Charles. They also had a brother, Henry, who died around
the age of five years old.
Anna was a lady, small in stature and
when a young woman she worked as a
seamstress for a Mrs. Mank in Staunton. As
she grew into adulthood she met and fell in
love with a neighbor, Fred Busker. They
were married on June 6, 1901, and purchased a farm north of Alhambra, this farm
is now owned by their grandson, Dan
Schlechte.
Tragedy struck the young couple in their
early years, when on July 29, 1903 their
first born child Karl F.W. “Willie”
Buescher, aged five months, twenty-two
days, died unexpectedly. The parents were
devastated. Less than one year later, in
1904, their son Charles was born followed
by Clara in 1905, Eleanora in 1907 and
Edna in 1909.
In 1945 Anna and Fred retired from
farming, rented out their farm and moved to
a house on Panhorst Street in Staunton. The
house sat across the street and behind what
was the old South Public School. Here they
lived together with their son Charles and
daughter Edna until November 7, 1947. At
that time Anna passed away at the age of
seventy-five years. Fred continued to live
in Staunton with Edna and Charles until his
death in 1962.
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The Bononis
In the year 1921, the Bononi
Brothers and their family posed for
this picture. The brothers were David
and Alfred.
Prior to 1916, these boys built a
large brick store on the west side of
Livingston Avenue. The building was
eventually razed and apartment buildings are now in its place.
The Bononi’s also had a grocery
store in the west side of Livingston
Ave. It was operated by Steve and his
wife Helen (Ulrich). It was closed
and razed.

The Joseph and Cecilia Covi Family
Joseph (Giuseppi) Covi was born in North Italy (Fondo) on March 19, 1887 and came to the United
States twice. The first time was in 1906, at the age of 19 and the second time in 1911 or 1912. He remained here the rest of his life except for about four months after he retired in 1950. He then returned to
Italy to visit family and friends.
Between 1909 and 1911, he fulfilled his military service
under the Austrian Government, at that time, the legitimate
ruler of North Italy.
Ceceilia Menghini was born in Oklahoma on January 15,
1891. She was left motherless while still a child and was
taken with her sister and one or two brothers by her father to
his native Northern Italy. There the children remained while
the father re-married and moved to Mexico with his second
wife, a widow and her two sons by her previous marriage. Cecilia never saw her father again. He died in Mexico in 1941.
Cecilia finished her schooling in Italy and at an early age
began to work as a housekeeper for Joseph Covi’s maternal
uncle and aunt, Bortolo and Rachele Battisti. There she met
Joseph and they became engaged. But because of the intervention of World War I, she was unable to join him in the
United States until after the war had ended. She sailed from
Genoa in September 1919, arriving in New York on October
2. After the required stop at Ellis Island, she traveled by train to Livingston, Where she and Joseph were
married on October 11. By that time Joseph was settled in Livingston with a job as a coal miner.
Joseph and Cecilia raised their children; Dr. Dario Covi, Lucy McGartland, Erma Reise (deceased) and
Frieda Augustine. They gave the Covis eleven grandchildren.
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The Chulka Family
Cora Best was born July 26, 1903 to George and Mary Best. She married George
Chulka on May 17, 1923 and they had one son, Robert Harris Chulka. Cora was employed by Martha Manning Co., in Collinsville, retiring January 1, 1968. She died on
December 14, 1993.
Robert (Bob) was born on May 1, 1924, and married Violet Mishanec on November 2, 1946 at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in
Livingston. They had 3 children, Gordon
Harris, Bruce Robert and Bobette Nadeen. Cora (Best) Chulka
Bob served in the Navy in WWII. He was
employed at the Livingston Coal mine, then at
Shell Oil Refinery for 27 years until his death on November 2,
1980. He was active with the Cub Scouts and served on the school
board for many years. Violet was a homemaker, was employed in
the accounting department of Basler Electric, Highland, for several
years, also at Jubelts’ Bakery in Staunton and Wal-Mart in Glen
Robert and Violet Chulka
Carbon. She currently resides in Livingston
Gordon (Butch) was born on January 30, 1948 and married Felicity
Jenkins on April 26, 1967. They had 2 children, Robert Gordon, and
Lisa Michelle. During the time they were married, Gordon was employed at McDonald Douglas, and Shell Oil Refinery. Felicity was a
homemaker and taught Sunday School. Gordon and Felicity died on
December 21, 1969. Their children were later adopted by their grandparents, Robert and Violet.
Gordon (Butch) and Felicity Chulka

Bruce married Mindy Collins on July 15, 1972. They have 3 sons,
Andrew Richard, Christopher Robert and Matthew. Bruce and Mindy
lived in Livingston for a few years and now reside in O’Fallon, MO
where he is Pastor of Hope Bible Church. Bruce served 4 years in the
Navy.

Bobette and Roger Pfeiffer married on November 14, 1970. They
have 3 sons, Bryan Gordon, Brent
Harris and Brooks Charles. They lived in Livingston from 1978 to 1999.
Bobette was a Sunday School teacher, volunteered at the library, was a
member of PTO, was employed at Florists’ Mutual Insurance Company
and from 1985 to 1999 she owned and operated “Bobette’s Creative Baking”. Roger served in the Army from June, 1970 to February, 1972. He
was employed at Shell Oil Refinery, coached Little Bobette and Roger Pfeiffer
League, served as youth group leader and church officer and was on the fire department.
They currently reside in Pittsfield, IL.
Bruce and Mindy Chulka

Robert Gordon (Bobby) resides in Livingston and operates Chulka Farms. He is currently on the fire department, having served as Rescue Captain, Lieutenant, and Asst. Chief.
He is the current Olive Township Highway Commissioner.
Robert (Bobby)
Chulka
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Lisa is married to Kenny Webb. They live in Cottage Hills and she is
employed at Lewis Chiropractic. They have 3 children, Kristin, Amanda
and Zachary. They have a grandson Benjamin Thompson.
Bryan married Amanda Caldwell on October 4, 2003. He is a graduate
of Nashville Auto Diesel College. They have a daughter Lexi Michelle.
Lisa and Kenny Webb
They reside in Livingston.
Brent married Krissy Meyer on September 15, 2001. He graduated from Ranken Technical College.
They have a daughter, Grace. Brent served on the fire department and has served as mayor of Livingston.
Brooks is a graduate of Northwestern College, Lima, Ohio, and resides in Livingston.

Clifford France
Born October 8, 1899 in Streator, Illinois. At an early age his father moved
the family to Indiana then he moved the family by covered wagon to Fulton, Missouri where he got work in the coal mines. When Clifford was 13 years old he
started to work with his dad. Moving back to Williamson, Illinois he went to
work at the mine as a machine operator until it closed down. He then worked at
the Livingston mine as an inspector until his retirement.
In his spare time during his younger years, he was a third baseman for the
Livingston Baseball Team. When he aged a bit more, he was a fireman when
they were still using hand operated fire techniques.
He married Irene Lovejoy and they had four children, two girls and two
In order, they are Eileen, Elmer, Joyce and Harold. Their family suffered two
losses through the years. Joyce, the third child, passed away when she was only
7 years old. Eileen, the oldest, had medical difficulties that required much special care. Some people say that taking care of her like that “should qualify them
for sainthood”. She passed away at the age of 66. Today, Elmer and Harold are the only children surviving
him.
Clifford has a list of many accomplishments. As you read on, you will get a quick glimpse of them…
• Clifford was an active member of the Lion’s Club.
• At one time, he was the President of the High School Board of Education. He was very active in getting
the gym addition built as well as saving the taxpayers money and getting people better jobs after certain issues were resolved.
• He was an answer to helping many of the widows in town with plumbing and heating problems by fixing
many oil heaters for $2.00 (even when it required several hours).
• With the Water Department as his passion, he was an active member of the S.W. Illinois Water Operators
Association and he attended several meetings in different towns including Springfield and Edwardsville. Also, in spite of the poor quality of
water he had to work with, he spent numerous hours trying to make it
the best he could. He even helped contractors when the sewers were installed. He knew where the shut off valves were located even when the
maps were poor and non-existent.
After retirement, he developed Alzheimer’s Disease. Not too long after showing signs of this disease, his wife passed away. He had to be
placed in a nursing home to receive adequate care for his condition. Even
though he had his bad days, he also had good ones where he would talk to Clifford France at his 88th birthday party.
October 1987.
his son and other family members.
Only a few weeks prior to his 92nd birthday, he passed away in a nursing home in Edwardsville. He is
still celebrated for his accomplishments even when people don’t realize it.
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The John and Elizabeth Genczo Family

50th Wedding Anniversary - 1956
Standing from left to right: Steve (6), Elsie (8), Ann (3), Mary (1), Mike (5), Elma (7), Betty (4)
Seated: Dorothy (10), John, Sr., Elizabeth, David (9). Another child John, Jr. was killed in a train
accident in 1928 at the age of 16. The number following the name is the order of birth.

John Genczo was born on May 28, 1886 and his wife Elizabeth Hossu on April 18, 1887, both in
Czechoslovakia. The couple wed on May 9, 1906 in that same country and their first child Mary was born
there in 1907. Mr. Genczo immigrated to the United States, while his wife and daughter remained in
Czechoslovakia. He spent some time working in the coal mines of Pennsylvania, then moving on to Illinois. The 1910 Census Records for Olive Township on April 23 rd show John was a boarder with Zirk Antone and family, and worked as a loader in a coal mine. Apparently Elizabeth and daughter Mary immigrated to the United States later in 1910. The couple’s second child, John Jr. was born in Illinois on August
4, 1911. Mr. Genczo became a naturalized citizen on May 28, 1917 by order of the Circuit Court of Madison County, Illinois and his naturalization papers show that he and “Lizzie” (as shown on the papers) had 5
children. The 1920 census lists the family as living on New Douglas Road with 6 children and Mr. Genczo
listed as a miner in a coalmine. The 1930 census lists 7 children at home and Mr. Genczo as a farmer in
general farming. By this time, their 2 oldest daughters had probably moved away from home and their oldest son had died. John & Lizzie were well known and respected members of the community and worked
hard, as did most couples of the time, to raise and provide for their family. Elizabeth died in 1957 at the
age of 70. In later years, John lived with several of his children for extended periods of time before his
death in 1970 at the age of 84. The current number of descendants for this couple is around 65, with many
of them still in the area. Three of their ten children are still living, with two of them in Olive Township.

Elizabeth died November 8, 1957
and John died June 6, 1970.
They are buried in Sacred Heart
Cemetery.
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The Mitias Gorenz Family
At the turn of the twentieth century, Mitias Gorenz journeyed to the United States with his family. This included his
wife, Cecila (Stoper), daughters Mary and Frances and two
sons John and Joe. They came to this country due to the unrest in Europe. Mitias and his family settled in Livingston.
He was the owner of a saloon. He operated the business until
he was shot and killed while walking home one evening in
April 1913.
John Gorenz who was born in Ubrania, Austria on Sepber 25, 1896 became the head of the household. He met Frances Pervinsek who was born in Franca, Brazil, South America,
on November 16, 1899. They were married November 22,
1919. The Gorenz family grew to include a daughter Marie
Frances born November 20, 1920 and a son, John Henry, born
on February 9, 1927.
John took his family to Golden, Colorado where he was
the proprietor of a grocery store. He later returned to
Livingston where he began a beer distributing business. John
was the town’s tax collector for many years. He was a longtime member of the SNPJ Lodge.
Frances worked at the City Bakery in Staunton but after
her marriage became a full-time homemaker. They remained
in Livingston until their deaths. Frances died July 4, 1957 and
John and Frances Gorenz
John on October 2, 1965.
Marie met John Lesicko, also a resident of Livingston and they were married on June 8, 1940. (See Lesicko history).
John Henry Gorenz attended the Livingston Schools until his senior year when he enlisted in the United
States Navy and served his country during World War II. Upon his return, he went to work for the Wabash
Railroad as a telegraph operator. On October 4, 1952 he married Irene Louise Pirok at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Livingston. In 1955 John went to work at Shell Oil Refinery in Wood River. He worked
there until his retirement. John and Irene lived on a farm near Alhambra until his death on January 26,
1994. John and Irene had three children: John David, Marie Frances Pothast and Louise Ann Knecht.
They were blessed with eight grandchildren: Craig and Linda Pothast; Angela and Christopher Gorenz, and
Nicholaus, Wilda, Andrew and Elizabeth Knecht. There is also one great-grandchild, Ethan Pothast.
The Gorenz family made their home in Livingston and Mitias Gorenz was part of its history.

The Joseph Lesicko Family
Joseph Paul Lesicko was born in Prague, Czechoslovakia on August 5, 1889. He came to the United
States in hopes of finding a better life. Joseph came to Livingston in 1906 and began working in the coalmine. Also coming to the United States was Josephine Knize who was born in Budapest, Hungary on
March 19, 1895.
Joe and Josephine were married on September 30, 1911 in St. Louis, Missouri. They continued to make
their home in Livingston. Josephine spent her days maintaining a home and raising their family. This was
not small task as the family consisted of seven children: John Jullian, Joseph, Steve, Edward, Frank, Anna
Marie Stoecklin and George.
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Joseph was a blacksmith and worked
at the area coalmine. He also operated a
small blacksmith shop in a building behind his home. Joseph passed away on
August 7, 1968 and Josephine died on
May 19, 1974.
Joseph’s son, John, learned his father’s trade and worked alongside his father for many years at the #2 mine in
Williamson. At the age of twenty-five
John lost an eye while working on a descending cage at the coalmine. John
married Marie Frances Gorenz on June
8, 1940 at Sacred Heart Catholic Church
in Livingston. Marie attended the St.
Louis School of Cosmetology and for
many years operated a beauty shop from
her home.
Into this union were born five chilStanding from left to right: Anna Marie Stoecklin, Joseph, Jr., Steve, John, and George
dren:
Ronald John, Gloria Marie Knezik
Seated: Edward, Josephine, Joseph, Sr. and Frank
Blechle, Bernadette Marian Banovz,
Kathleen Jo Niggli and Marie Louise
Bartony. John and Marie owned and operated the Track Inn Tavern until it was destroyed by fire in the
1960s. John became constable of Livingston. For many years, he was the village’s water commissioner.
He was active in the Slovak Lodge. John maintained the Sacred Heart Catholic Church and Cemetery property for many years also. John and Marie made Livingston their home for over fifty years. John died on
September 27, 1992. Marie passed away on June 17, 2000.
John and Marie’s children have all married and have children and grandchildren. Ronald has three children Tina Ripperda Gardner, William and Patrick. He has seven grandchildren Kendall, Aaron, Jessica, Joseph, Desiree, Andrew and Jacob.
Gloria has six children: Kevin, Jeffrey, Gregory, Rebecca, Kristine Schopp and Jarrid. These children
were born from her marriage to Rudolph Knezeik who also was raised in Livingston. Gloria
has ten grandchildren: Laura, Jaclyn, Gregory,
Joshua, Amanda, Carson, Madison, Megan,
Connor and Cole.
Bernadette has three children: Francene
Ingle Pejakovic, Michael and Jason. Her
grandchildren are Bradley, Dustin and Austin
Ingle.
Kathleen has three daughters: Nicole Orebaugh, Amanda and Alyson.
Marie has a daughter Ashley.
The Lesicko families have made Livingston
their home for ninety-nine years. Today some
of the families have moved to different areas,
but their roots can be traced back to the small
coalmining town that is celebrating it’s 100th Standing from left to right: Marie Lesicko Bartony, Kathleen Lesicko Niggli, Ronald
birthday. It all started with my grandpa when Lesicko, Bernadette Banovz, Gloria Lesicko Knezik Blechle.
Seated: Marie Gorenz Lesicko and John Lesicko
he came to the “Land of Opportunity.”
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The Mathas and Jennie Best Jones Family
Jennie Best was born September 26, 1901 in Omphgent Township which is located west of Olive Township. She attended the local schools, graduating from high school in 1921 as the only member
of the first graduating class. She taught school in Livingston from
1921 – 1923.
She married Mathas Brant Jones of Old Ripley on April 21,
1923. To this union was born a son, Udell Mathas on April 1, 1924.
Unfortunately, he contracted double pneumonia and died the next
year on his first birthday.
Other children born to this family were Russell in 1926, Shirley
Jean in 1930, and Alice Joann in 1933.
Russell was drafted into the Army in 1945 and returned in 1946.
He married Norma Scrivner and to them was born a daughter named
Linda Kay. They were later divorced. He later married Jeane M.
Cory, and they had three children – Debra Kay, Larry and Kimberly
Sue. They are all married and have offspring.
Shirley Jean Jones married Rudy Makler and to them was born
two children – Vicky Lynn and Rory Craig. Vicky and her husband
John Renner have a son and a daughter. Rory and his wife Patti
have two daughters and a son.
Alice Joann Jones married James W. Early after graduating from high school. They have two daughters – Sherry married, had one son and later divorced. Lisa is single.

The Stanley Karnosky, Sr. Family
Stanley Karnosky, Sr., a native of Lithuania (then a possession of
Russia), came to the United States about 1895. He worked in the coal
mines in Pennsylvania and then continued across the country to Wyoming and Colorado where he worked in the gold and copper mines.
He received his citizenship papers in the State of Washington, May 2,
1902. He worked in the Northwest several more years before returning to Lithuania. He had a sister in Vilnius, Lithuania. He remained
in Lithuania for several years before returning to America, bringing
with him the future Mrs. Karnosky, Anna Yucius.
They arrived the day before Thanksgiving, 1909, and remained on
the ship for Thanksgiving as Ellis Island was closed. They traveled to
Elk’s Island the following day, proceeded to Buffalo, New York, then
on to Cleveland, Ohio where Anna had a sister and brother. They
were married January 1, 1910 in Cleveland. After their marriage,
they left Cleveland and came to Livingston seeking work in the newly
opened mine.
In 1913, Stanley was active in the building of the new Catholic
Church. It opened in 1914. Mr. and Mrs. Karnosky became charter member of this church. Their daughter
Helen was baptized in Staunton’s St. Michael’s Church. Their son Anton was the third child to be baptized
in Livingston’s new church.
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They were the parents of nine children – a daughter and son died in infancy.
They raised four sons and three daughters.
Helen passed away in 1992 and Valentine
in 2004. The third daughter, Lillian, became a member of the Dominican Sisters in
Springfield.
All four sons served in the military during World War II. Ben retired from the
army as a colonel and now lives in Georgia
with his wife Winn. Stanley, Jr. served in
the Navy, retired from Olin Corporation in
East Alton and lives in Livingston with his
wife the former Mary Torry. Anton was
inducted into the Navy and was stationed at
Great Lakes Naval Base. He retired from
St. Francis Hospital in Litchfield and lives
in Livingston with his wife the former Standing from left: Ben Karnosky, Ken Karnosky, Mary (Stanley) Karnosky, Elmer HeisterRoberta Bird. Tom served in the Army, re- berg, Helen Karnosky Heisterberg, Anton Karnosky, Roberta (Anton) Karnosky, Tom KarSr. Mary Stanley, Denis Karnosky, Stanley Karnosky, Jr. (kneeling)
tired from General Motors Corporation and nosky,
Seated (adults): Mary (Denis) Karnosky, Rose (Ken) Karnosky, Betty (Tom) Karnosky,
lives in Michigan with his wife the former Anna Karnosky, Valentine Karnosky.
(children): Eric Karnosky, David Karnosky, Jim Karnosky, Jody Karnosky, Kim
Betty Ottino. There are eight grandchil- Seated
Karnosky Muin, Debbie Karnosky, Angie Karnosky (seated in front of Kim). Jeff Kardren, thirteen great-grandchildren and three nosky.
great, great-grandchildren.
During his lifetime, Stanley, Sr. worked in the coal mine. He was interested in many projects around
the home. He built a carpet loom for Mrs. Karnosky. She made carpets for her family and friends for many
years. Mr. Karnosky was a kind and thoughtful man. He passed away in 1951. Mrs. Karnosky passed
away in 1992 at the age of one hundred-two years old.

The Anton Karnosky Family
Anton Karnosky was born in Livingston, 1914, the son of
Stanley, Sr. and Anna Karnosky. He has lived in Livingston his entire life. Presently he is the oldest resident born in Livingston. He
attended Sacred Heart Catholic School, graduating in 1927 and
from Livingston High School in 1931.
Anton and his wife Roberta have been married for sixty-eight
years. Three children were born to this marriage. Ken lives in
Staunton and is retired from Olin Corporation in East Alton as a
production foreman. He has two children Debbie and Jeff. Karen
is a registered nurse and lives in Arizona with her husband Frank
Harding. They have one son Joshua. Kim is a secretary for the
Bethalto School District and lives in Bethalto with her husband
Terry Muin. They have a son Joseph and a daughter Sarah.
In his early years, he delivered newspapers, did many chores in
the neighborhood and community; worked at Co-op Store during
high school days after school and during summer vacations; picked
up grocery orders and delivered them to customers; filled shelves,
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Pictured back from left: Ken Karnosky, Kim
(Karnosky) Muin.
Seated: Karen (Karnosky) Harding, Roberta Karnosky,
Anton Karnosky

maintained the furnace and did general clean-up.. After graduating he worked full-time clerking, printing the
sale bills, and accounting.. He spent thirty-seven years with Co-op Store.
In 1965, he accepted a position at the St. Francis Hospital in Litchfield, Illinois, as purchasing agent/
material manager. During this period he was involved in the building of the new hospital which opened in
1971. He retired in 1984. During this same period, his wife Roberta was also employed at the hospital. She
was a seamstress and later a secretary in the maintenance department.
Anton was active in city politics. He served the city as mayor, treasurer, and trustee. During his tenure
in office, he was involved in construction, finance, and operation of the water and sewer system and the
Livingston Sanitary District
Anton’s career as a volunteer fireman started very early in a kid’s life. When the fire bell sounded, off he
went to the fire station, then to the scene of the fire--real excitement! During the winter months when he was
fourteen years old, he made fires upstairs in the city hall for firemen’s meetings just to be around firemen,
who he felt were special people. Once on a rare occasion, the fire bell rang at 6:00 a.m. on a Sunday while
he was at work at the Co-op Store. He ran to the station. The Fire Chief George Lusiana, for lack of firemen, directed Anton to drive the Model “T” fire truck to the scene while he prepared the hose and pump to
be ready at the scene for his firemen when they arrived—what a thrill for a fourteen year old kid! Presently
he is a sixty-three year member of the Livingston Volunteer Fire Department. Besides fire fighting, answering medical calls and many other types of “calls for help”
requested by the people, he served as the department’s
secretary/treasurer and as treasurer for thirty-seven
years – assisting at all department activities, homecomings, chicken fries, bingo, annual dance, etc.
He and his family have been members of the Sacred Heart Church since 1914 when the parish was established. He ushered since he was thirteen years old. He
also participated as a choir boy while a student of the
Catholic School. He printed the first Sacred Heart Bulletin in 1950 and continued weekly for the next forty years.
He was involved in all parish activities, materially and
spiritually throughout the years of his membership in the
Sacred Heart Parish. He is a member of the parish council and Sacred Heart Cemetery Association.
Anton was a member of the Lion’s Club and served as
committee chairman; assistant Scoutmaster of the Boy
Scouts in the early 1950s, and assistant manager and
coach of the Livingston Little League baseball team that
played night ball in the league at Staunton that consisted
of teams in the surrounding towns. He served on the
school board for eighteen years and was involved in the
organizing of the Livingston Consolidated School District
#4.

Joseph Kucinick Family
Joe and Kay Kucinick are one of the oldest couples in Livingston. Joe who is 87 and Kay who is 89 have been
married 66 years. Joe’s parents, Joe and Mary (Raukar) Kucinick, came to Livingston in 1914. They had three sons –
Michael, George and Joe, Jr. Michael had a son, Larry and a daughter, Mary Ann (Kucinick) Parril.
Joe, Sr. worked in the coalmine; Joe, Jr. worked as a clerk in the mine office. Joe, Jr. was postmaster from September 1959 until he retired June 1983. He served as postmaster of Livingston for twenty-four years, the longest tenured postmaster of the community. Kay served as a clerk at the post office. They both retired the same day. Joe and
Kay have three daughters – Patricia Rosenthal, Katherine Burns and Michele Muin. A son Thomas is deceased.
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The Malench Family
Henry A. Malench was born in Cavareno, Italy in 1898 son of Leopold and Dora Malench. Mary Rizzie
was born in Cloz, Italy in 1902, daughter of Stephano and Anna Rizzie. Henry immigrated to Livingston
with his parents in 1909. Mary immigrated to Livingston with her widowed mother in 1905. Anna Rizzie
subsequently married Vitorio Sattovia. Father and step-father worked in the Livingston coal mine. Mary
attended Livingston Grade School. Henry went to Livingston Grade School and High School, following
that attended Business School in St. Louis. They married in Livingston in 1923.
Henry worked as a telegrapher for the New York Central Railroad, as a cashier at the Bank of
Livingston, and in the office of the Livingston coal mine. From 1938 to 1950, he worked in the Probate
Clerk’s Office in Edwardsville. From 1950 to retirement in 1970, he was cashier at the First National Bank
in Staunton. Mary was a stay-at-home mother. The couple had two sons – Henry L. and Robert L. With
much sacrifice, they sent both sons through St. Louis University and St. Louis University School of Medicine. Both doctors practiced medicine in Edwardsville for thirty-five years and continue to live in Edwardsville in their retirement.
Both Henry and Mary died at age eighty-six after being lifelong residents of Livingston.

The Minkanic Family
Theodore, son of Michael and Maria (Harbacs) Minkanic, was born on July 19, 1878 in the village of
Izbugya, Austria-Hungary. In 1896 at the age of eighteen, Theodore arrived in the United States and settled
in Mt. Olive, Illinois. He had been sponsored by his sister Anna and her husband George Tomso.
Anna, daughter of John and Maria (Fedor) Jacko, was born on June 8, 1884 in the village of Muravny,
Austria-Hungary. She arrived in the United States on August 22, 1901 at the age of seventeen and settled in
Mt. Olive, Illinois. She was sponsored by her aunt Elizabeth (Fedor) Koval and her uncle Michael Fedor
both of Mt. Olive.
Theodore Minkanic and
Anna Jacko were united in
marriage on May 4, 1902 in
Mt. Olive, Illinois. They
became the parents of ten
children – Mary born 1903;
Anna, 1905; John, 1907;
Rose, 1909; Helen, 1911;
Andrew, 1913; Michael,
1916; Theodore, 1918 died
in infancy; Adeline, 1920;
and Violet, 1923. There are
twenty-two grandchildren
and numerous greatgrandchildren.
Mom and Dad lived
simply and provided fond
memories to all of their
genuine generosity of a loving, hospitable family.
Standing from left to right: Andy, Mike, John, Anna Jacko Minkanic, Theodore Minkanic.
Seated: Ann, Rose, Mary, Helen, Adeline, and Violet
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The Alphonso Moggio Family
In 1920 Alfonso Moggio moved from Staunton to Livingston with his family consisting of his wife
Lucille, their sons Louis and Raymond and their daughter Sofia. Another son, Robert joined the family in
1932.
Mr. Moggio began a coal and ice business that he conducted out of his home. He always had only one
truck, which was always in use making deliveries in Livingston and Williamson.
He purchased the ice from the Martin Lee Ice Co. located in Staunton. The ice was sold in units of 25,
50, 75, and 100 lbs. Customers put a sign in the window with the four numbers on it indicating the amount
wanted. Ice tongs were used to carry the small chunks while the 100 lb piece was carried on the shoulder.
Surplus ice was stored in a specially made icebox kept in a shed on the premises. People would come to
the house to purchase ice especially on weekends for picnics and to make ice cream.
Hauling coal from both the Livingston and Williamson coalmines was a strenuous job shoveling the
coal from the truck into the sheds
where the coal was stored. Mr. Moggio was engaged in the business until
February 1937 when he suddenly
passed away. His sons, Louis and
Raymond, carried on the business until the outbreak of World War II when
both eventually went into the service.
Of the Alfonso Moggio family,
Robert resides in The Villages, Florida and Sophia in Naperville, Illinois

Pictured above is Robert Moggio
(youngest child of Alphonso and
Lucille.

Standing (back) Lucille Moggio,
Standing (front): Louis Moggio, Raymond Moggio.
Seated: Alphonso Moggio, Sophia Moggio
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The Henry and Lena Meyer Family
Henry Meyer emigrated from Germany and settled in Trenton, Illinois. For a short time when plans
were being made to sink the New Staunton Coal Company Mine in Livingston, Henry and his wife Lena
(nee Hoeh) came to Livingston where Henry engineered the sinking of the mine.
Four children were born to Henry and Lena – Dora, Helen, Frieda and Clarence. Dora moved to Arizona and Frieda moved to Ohio, she had two daughters Grace and Peggy Jane. Clarence and Helen remained in Livingston. Clarence had three children – Richard, Patty and Charles.
Henry built the second house in Livingston located on the northwest corner of the intersection of Main
and South Second Streets. The original homestead was occupied by Helen Meyer Safko until the early
1990s when Mrs. Safko passed away. The residence, while no longer in the Meyer family, is still in good
repair and occupied as a residence.
Henry was the first city clerk in 1905 when Livingston was incorporated.
Clarence “Peggy” Meyer had a paper route, was Olive Township Road Commissioner, and also held the
office of village clerk.

The William Nixon Family
William “Bill” Nixon was born in Thayer, Illinois in 1902 to Robert and Della (Ammons) Nixon. In
1903, Robert and his brother-in-law John Westwood came to Olive Township, where Williamson is today,
to take charge of the sinking of the Mt.
Olive and Staunton Coal Company
Mine #2.
Bill was active in football and track
at Staunton and Livingston High
Schools. He left high school at the age
of seventeen to pursue a career as an
electrician at #2 coal mine. He continued to play independent football with a
local team. In 1923 he married Nora
Best of Livingston. Bill was an avid
quail hunter being in the field by dawn
and coming home when it was dark.
Nora, the daughter of George and
Mary Best, was born in 1903 on the
farm where #2 mine was sunk. Bill’s
father Robert boarded with the Best
family during the sinking of the mine.
Nora moved to Livingston with her parents in 1904.
Nora and her twin sister Cora were
in the second graduating class at
Livingston High School along with Pictured (standing): Maridel (Nixon) Fowler and her husband Arvel Fowler
Anna Arkabauer, Dora Dixon, and Seated: William Nixon and Nora Nixon.
Lucille Reeves. Nora worked at the
home of Dr. and Mrs. R.C. Berry during her school years and until she married Bill. She was an avid knitter – knitting for the Red Cross during WW II and later knitting baby and children’s sweaters and her specialty Christmas stockings.
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Nora and Bill had one daughter Maridel. They were wonderful parents hosting parties for Maridel’s
classmates and attending high school basketball games. They lived in Livingston from 1937 until 1946
when they moved to the first farm west of the #2 mine. In 1948 they purchased the Williamson farm and
built a home and Bill started farming in addition to working in the mine. Many people remember sledding
on Nixon’s hill.
Maridel attended Livingston school kindergarten through twelfth grade and graduated in 1952. In 1954
she came back from college to teach in Livingston and Williamson and later Staunton. In 1968 she married
Arvel Fowler of Bethalto, where she continued teaching until 1989. They are both retired, live in Bethalto
and spend their time volunteering at the Bethalto Museum which they started for the village.

PREVEDEL FAMILY
Frank Prevedel arrived from Austria to this area on November
24, 1909. He married Virginia Prevedel on February 8, 1913.
Frank bought ground from John Carson on March 24, 1915. His
piece of ground was 200’ x 200’. It is located in the north part of
Livingston. They built a home on the northern section of this
acreage. Frank and Virginia had five children—3 sons and 2
daughters. Frank worked in the Livingston mine and also had 5
cows that he milked and supplied some residents in town. Along
with several miners (United Mine Workers), Frank started the Cooperative Store to help get the miners away from the Company
Stores. The United Mine Workers sold the store to the Augustine
family in the 1940’s. March 7, 1937, Frank was blinded by an explosive charge at the mine.
On September 8, 1956, Frank sold part of this property (85’ x
200’) to his son-in-law and daughter (Charles and Olinda Best).
They built a house on this ground. Charles and Olinda had 3 children—2 sons and 1 daughter.
Frank died May 7, 1964 and Virginia died November 21,
1989. The homestead was left to Hilda Prevedel, their eldest
daughter.
After 90 years this property is still in the Prevedel
family. Hilda sold the family house to Michael and Terri Best—a
grandson of Frank and Virginia. Lynne Best—a granddaughter of
Frank and Virginia, now owns Charles and Olinda’s home.
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Memories of our Dad
By Anne Perne Gregor and Nanette Perne Holloway

Anton W. Perne was born in Indianapolis, Indiana in 1906 to
Anton Perne and Antonia Pogacnik Perne who came to America via
Ellis Island. From Indiana, his family moved to Kansas then to Illinois. In 1919 they moved to Livingston where he resided with his
mother, step-father, sister Ann, and brother Louis. In 1922 his sister, Mollie Prezel Rami was born.
He attended school in Livingston. In 1922, due to illness in the
family, he was forced to withdraw from high school and go to
work. He re-entered in 1924 where he worked in the coal mine
when the mine operated and attended school on days that the mine
was idle. He graduated in 1927 serving as president of his senior
class. In the summer of 1927, when the miners were on strike, he
enrolled in the Citizens’ Military Training Corps Program at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. In a competitive examination held there,
he was awarded a four-year scholarship. That fall he entered Anton and Valerie Perne with daughters Anne Perne
Lombard College in Galesburg, Illinois and transferred to Knox Gregor and Nanette Perne Holloway
College in the fall of 1930 when Lombard closed. He received his
Degree (Cum Laude) from Knox in June of 1931. At Knox, he participated in cross-county, track, and was
a member of the debate team. He was the first graduate of Livingston High School to receive a degree from
a four-year college. He continued graduate work at the University of Illinois. He received a Master of Arts
Degree in 1939 and a Master’s in Education in 1952.
In 1932, he began teaching and coaching in the Livingston Elementary School. He was made Assistant
Superintendent in 1935 and elevated to the position of the Superintendent of the grade system in 1938. In
1944, he was appointed Principal of the High School. Because of difficulty in obtaining men for coaching
duties due to World War II, he continued as coach of the high school team. In seven years, his team won 144
games while losing 57. The team reached the Sectional Tournament at Collinsville and East St. Louis on
three occasions. Livingston holds the state record for being the only team in the state to reach the Sectional
two years in succession coming from a District tournament. In 1952, upon consolidation of the Livingston
School District, he became Superintendent. In 1959, he left the high school to accept the position of Assistant State Superintendent of Schools in Springfield. He ended his educational career in Edwardsville where
he served as an assistant in the Madison County Superintendent’s Office in Edwardsville, IL.
He was very interested in Civic Affairs. He served as Madison County Director of March of Dimes; Director of the Madison County Tuberculosis Association; Livingston Village Treasurer for 11 years; President
of the Livingston Volunteer Fire Department from 1943 to 1954; Member of the Livingston Lion’s Club;
Chairman of the drive that raised funds to open the first successful Cooperative Mine in the State; and was
also an Income Tax Consultant for 15 years.
In the field of Education, he was a member of the Representative Assembly of the I.E.A.; President of the
Elementary Principals Association; Madison County Administrative Association; Madison County Coaches
Association; Life Member NEA; H. S. Principal’s Association; American School Administrator’s Association. He was also a member of the following honorary organizations--Phi Delta Kappa, Kappa Delta Pi,
Sigma Tau Delta, Pi Kappa Delta and Pi Gamma Mu.
On a personal note, following his graduation from Knox, he was married to a wonderful woman, Valera
Brockley. She, too, was a great educator as well as a wonderful mother. We, their daughters, were very fortunate to have such outstanding parents. Both of us have retired from long teaching careers and both are still
working in the education field. The City of Livingston was very good to our family. We are fortunate to
have started our lives there, attended its schools and associated with its many wonderful residents.
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The Paul Martinelli
Family
This photo of Paul and Anna
(Prevedel) Martinelli was taken in 1914
at the Bridge Tavern in Williamson
which was built by Paul Martinelli.
Augusta, his daughter and son Paul are
atop the wagon. Standing alongside the
wagon is Herman Prevedel. The oldest
daughter Emma was not present when
this photo was taken. Paul Martinelli
was the beer distributor who delivered
beer to the Livingston area.
Paul Martinelli lost his life in the
coal mine in 1919. His family moved
to Livingston at that time.

The Paul and Emma Philippi Family
Paul Philippe was born in France December 2, 1902
The son of Louis and Marie (Laurent) Philippe and
came to Livingston in November 1912.
Emma
Martinelli was born in Williamson on May 15, 1908,
the daughter of Paul and Anna (Prevedel) Martinelli.
They were married September 6, 1924 in Edwardsville.
Paul worked in area mines and retired from Dow
Chemical. He was an Olive Township Assessor for
many years, a school board member, a Livingston
policeman and played in various municipal bands. He
belonged to the Pigeon club. He trained and raced
homing pigeons and won many trophies. In his early
years he was a boxer and he was called “The Pride of
Livingston”. He was an avid gardener.
Emma was a devoted wife and mother. She enjoyed
belonging to the Progressive Miners of America
Auxiliary.
They were the parents of four children, Elaine
Libbra (deceased), Dorothy Tsupros, Annette (Sister
Paulita) and Richard. They had 8 grandchildren and 10
great grandchildren.
Paul died July 16, 1992 and Emma died January 14,
1995.
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Left to right: Dorothy (Philippi) Tsupros, Elaine (Philippi) Libbra
(deceased), Sister Paulita (Annette) and Richard Philippi.
Seated: Emma and Paul Philippi.

The
Louis and Marie
Philippe Family

Back row from left: Louis Philippe,
Sr., Louis, Jr., and Fernand
Front row: Paul Laurent (Uncle),
Raymond and Paul Philippi.

Louis and Marie (Laurent) Philippe were born and married in France. In early 1912, Louis came to the
United States and settled in Livingston. He started working in the Livingston Coal Mine. He saved money
and sent for his family who had remained in France. In November 1912, his wife Marie and their children
came to Livingston. Their children were: Virginia, Louis, Fernand, Paul, Raymond and Leon. Their son
Leon was born in Livingston. They were a musical family. Louis taught all his sons to play musical instruments. They played in various municipal bands. Their son Louis went on to be a band teacher in Gillespie,
Benld and last in Livingston.

The Richard and Carolyn Philippe Family
Richard Leon Philippe was born in 1939 to Emma and Paul
Philippe. He is a lifelong resident of Livingston. He graduated
from Livingston High School in 1957. He was employed as a
supervisor at Laclede Steel Company in Alton, Illinois until 1991
when he retired after thirty-four years. Rich also played drums for
twenty years with the Bill Berutti Combo, a local area band. He
has been employed for the last fourteen years at the Agency for
Community Transit in Granite City, Illinois.
Richard and Carolyn (Bertetto) were married in Wilsonville,
Illinois in 1961. Carolyn graduated from Gillespie High School in
1958 and St. Johns School of Nursing in 1961. They are the
parents of three children:
Rick and wife Tammy live in rural Livingston. He has a
stepson Zachary who is fifteen. Rick graduated from Ranken
Technical College and has been employed as an electrician at
Boeing since 1983.
Lynette and husband Ken Zirges live in Staunton and have a
son, Tyler, who is seventeen and a daughter, Marissa who is
eleven. Lynette graduated from Saint Louis University with
honors and is currently working on completing her Masters.
Lynette has been employed at the Conoco-Phillips Wood River
Refinery for the past 21 years. Lynette and husband Kenny also
Richard and Carolyn Philippi
own their own landscaping business in Staunton since 1993.
Denise and husband Dan Mateyka live in Edwardsville and
have a daughter, Taylor who is five. Denise was employed with the Madison County Government for twenty-one
years. Denise opened her own business, Express Fitness for Women, in Troy, Illinois in the fall of 2002.
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The Thomas and Mary Tsupros
Family
Thomas Tsupros was born in Greece on December 2,1888.
He came to the United States and settled in St. Louis. While
there he met and married Mary Gierak. Mary Gierak was born
in Poland on October 8, 1897. After their marriage they moved
to Livingston in 1921 and he opened Tom’s Barbershop. He
also served as Police Magistrate. He loved to hunt and fish.
Mary was a housewife and a very good seamstress. In later
years she worked as a garment factory worker in Staunton. She
also worked in housekeeping at Community Memorial Hospital
in Staunton.
They had 7 children: Bessie (Howard) deceased, James
Tsupros, Marion Tsupros, Irene (Scott), Virginia (Smith), Helen
(Young) deceased and Patricia (Wilson). They had 18 grandchildren and 16 great grandchildren.
Tom died October 5, 1975 and Mary died May 24, 1991.
Top left to right: Bessie, Marion, James.
2nd row: Mary and Thomas
Bottom: Helen, Irene, Virginia. (Patricia not yet born)

The Marion and
Dorothy Tsupros
Family
Marion Tsupros and Dorothy
Philippe, lifelong residents of
Livingston, were married in a double
wedding ceremony along with
Dorothy’s sister, Elaine Philippe and
Mack Libbra on May 31, 1947.
Marion was born in 1925, the son
of Thomas and Mary Tsupros.
Dorothy was born in 1928, the
daughter of Paul and Emma Philippe,
Pictured from left: Gerry, Len, Marion, Dorothy and Nancy
all of Livingston.
Marion is a WWII Veteran having done a tour of duty in Europe as a paratrooper. After service he
returned home and finished high school, graduating with the class of 1946. He served for many years on the
school board and was active in many other organizations. He spent most of his work years in construction as
a building superintendent.
Dorothy graduated from LHS in 1946. She worked for the County Clerk and at Ruzevich’s Bakery and
Bononi’s store in Livingston. She was active in PTO and in Cub Scouts as a den mother.
They are the parents of 3 children. Gerald of rural Edwardsville, Leonard of Canonsburg, PA. and Nancy
of East Alton. They have 3 grandchildren, Shaina Tsupros of Washington D.C. and Andrea and Rachel
Tsupros of Canonsburg, PA.
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Frank Pelko Family

Frank and Mary Kolenz Pelko

Frank Pelko was born in 1873 and Mary Kolenz in 1880 in
Jublino, Yugoslavia. The couple wed in Yugoslavia and their first
and second child, Frank and Joseph were born there in 1901 (died in
1910) and August 1, 1903 (died May 11, 1984) respectively. They
immigrated to the United States in 1905. Marie (born December 8,
1907, died July 3, 1999), Agnes (born January 8, 1909, died March
27, 1979, Bethel (born December 4, 1910, died March 2, 2003), Frank
(born July 16, 1912, died February 15, 1999), Tillie (born March 14,
1914, died January 25, 2002), and Annie ( born 1918, died 1927)
were born in Arkansas. Their house was destroyed by fire in 1914.
Frank moved his family to Livingston where he worked as a laborer
in the coal mine until his retirement in 1947.
Mary died of TB at
the young age of 43 in 1923. Mary had one brother in Nokomis, IL,
Leo Kolenz, a coal miner, and one brother, a twin, that remained in
Yugoslavia. Frank remained in Livingston until his death in 1951.
Marie, Bethel, and Tillie made their residence in Livingston. Bethel
and Tillie remained in Livingston until their death.

The family photograph at left was made from
individual pictures inserted into one family picture. The two oldest children, Frank and Joseph,
appear to be the youngest in the picture. Mary is
between Frank and Joseph. Behind Mary is
Frank. Next is Bethel, Agnes, Marie, Tillie,
Frank and Annie

The Silvio Dalla Riva Family
Silvio Dalla Riva was born on May 6, 1888 and Constantina Pozzer on August 14, 1891, both in Staro,
Italy. The couple wed in Italy and their first and second child, Joseph and Rosa were born there in 1911
and on March 24, 1913 respectively. Silvio, the son of Francesco and Catterina Trattenero Dalla Riva, is
the second oldest child of nine boys and one girl. His brothers Eugenio, Enacio, Domenico, Fortunato, and
Giacomo immigrated to the United States. They were coalminers in Livingston, except for Giacomo who
settled in New Jersey. Luis settled in Argentina and Pietro, Luigia and Pacifico (twin brother of
Domenico) remained in Italy. Enacio and Domenico chose to return to Italy. Silvio worked in the country
of France as a coal miner in order to receive enough income to immigrate to the United States in 1913. He
traveled around the U.S. to gain employment and income to provide for his family’s immigration to the U.
S. He was employed by the Canadian National Lines in Canada where he was responsible for laying the
railroad tracks. In April 1914, his wife, and children Joseph and Rosa immigrated to the United States.
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Back from left: Valentino Seganfredo (friend), Constantina
(Pozzer), Silvio, Joseph (9), Clara (2), Teresa “Gina” (6) and
Rose (8).

They settled in Arkansas where Silvio was employed by the railroad. In 1915 they moved to Flat River, MO where Silvio
worked in the Lead Mine. In 1916, they moved to St. Louis, Mo
where Silvio gained employment as a construction worker laying
sewer lines. In 1917, while visiting with friends in Livingston,
he was employed by the Livingston Coal Mine. He lived in
Livingston until his death in 1953. Constantina lived in Seattle,
Washington until her death in 1977. Gina, the third child was
born in Arkansas on March 20, 1915 (died in 1994). Clara was
born on December 9, 1917 (died on February 4, 1962) and Silvio
was born October 31, 1921 (died in 1945) in Livingston, IL. Joseph lives in Livingston and Rosa McAskill in San Francisco,
CA, the only two living siblings. Joseph married Tillie Pelko on
August 16, 1934. She passed away on January 25, 2002. They
had three children, Frank, Dolores, and Joan. Joseph was employed on a vegetable truck farm in North St. Louis in 1927, as a
painter in New Jersey in 1928, a railroad worker in 1929, a miner
in Livingston in 1931, and from 1953 until his retirement in 1973
as a laborer on construction. Joseph, at the age of 93, is the oldest gentleman in Livingston.

Fritz & Lily Meyers
In 1944 Fritz & Lily Meyers came to Livingston from Wanda, Il. They purchased the home where
Camp’s Publishing Company stood on the corner of Livingston Ave. and Oak St. They are the parents of 6
children: John, Violet, Roseann, Juanita, Betty and Edward.
Fritz was a union carpenter by trade, and Lily was a homemaker. Fritz worked on many projects including the Chain of Rocks Bridge, building of Route 66 when it passed thru Livingston, and the SIUEdwardsville Campus. In 1964, Fritz was working on the newly constructed Southern Illinois University in
Edwardsville when he was critically injured in a cave-in. Fritz was forced to retire due to his disability.
Fritz loved to sit and tell stories of his childhood days and of the construction projects. His Father was a
Federal Marshall and chased Jesse James throughout the boot hills of Missouri. Fritz showed off the handcuffs that were once used on Jesse. Fritz was proud to be born on February 29, 1904. He passed away in
1992 at the age of 22 (88 in “real” years, 22 leap-year birthdays).
Lily (Sadich) Meyers was a member of the Lincoln Circle where she served as chaplain for over 25
years. She was also a very active member of the Livingston Grade School PTA. Lily volunteered to sew
costumes for the Livingston Grade School carnivals. The costumes were made of crepe paper and ranged
from flowers to animals. Each class had its own skit and had to have costumes made. She would sometimes charge 25 cents or a dollar for the costume. Lily loved to cook, sew and crochet. She cared for her
elderly neighbors, Tony Kopachek and Fanny (Tetta) Karns. Lily passed away in 1997.
The oldest son John attended Livingston schools. John was unable to play ball but attended every game
as the team manager and helped with the towels and water. After high school, John went to work for a survey crew and worked on the newly constructed Route 66. He later attended a trade school to become a selfemployed upholsterer. For many years, John worked from the basement of their home. He later moved his
business to the old Bononi Grocery Store on Main Street. Later he moved his business to Williamson and
then to Staunton. John worked at this trade for more than 40 years and is now retired and lives in Staunton.
While in high school, Violet worked for Fud Hebenstreit’s Café which was later Sandrin’s and then
Kendon’s. She is now self-employed and works along side her husband quilting in Bourbon, Mo.
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Roseann is now living in Williamson. She is an active member of the Sacred Heart Church Altar and
Rosary Society in Livingston. Roseann is noted as a volunteer and caters when called upon by the residents
around Livingston.
Juanita was active in school as a cheerleader. She started to work at Kendon’s as a cook when she was
14 years old for $.90 per hour. She managed to save $.25 per week for Ed and Betty to buy stamps that
were collected towards the purchase of savings bond.
Betty was also active in school. She was a scorekeeper for track and basketball. At age 13, she began
working at Kendon’s Café as a dishwasher and later a cook. Juanita and Betty are presently the owners of a
little café in Staunton known as “Sisters”.
The youngest son Ed (Edward) was a stand-out ball player in high school and played on the Livingston
3-M League. Ed worked for many years at R.P. Lumber until his death in 1998.
In the 1950’s and 1960’s, every month a peddler came by Greyhound Bus from St Louis to stay with the
Meyers’ family. Victoria Joseph carried two leather trunks filled with ladies clothing and fancy items that
were purchased at Stix, Baer & Fuller or Famous Barr. These items were then pedaled door-to-door to the
residents of Livingston by Victoria with the Meyers children pulling their wagon.
The family bought their first television in 1955. Their telephone number was NEptune 7-3283. They
shared the phone lines with many of the neighbors. Their neighbors included Clifford France who was in
charge of the City Water Dept., the Louis Wray family, Frank (Kize) Wray who owned a grocery store, the
Roger Spudich family where there were children all the same ages as our family, the Kenneth Heim family,
the Crisbelle Prosser family, the Levi Bowles family, the Jerry Deininger family, and the Joe Covi family.
The Covis had the best purple grapes in town.

The Pete and Adella Pacchetti Family
Originally from Italy, Peter and Adella (Franceschelli) Pacchetti
moved to Livingston from DeCamp in l914. They relocated because
conditions in the Livingston Coal Mine were better than that in the DeCamp mine. Pete’s brother, Ben, settled in the Wilsonville area. Pete
was a coal miner and later rented a tavern in the building now known
as Townsend’s. He spent his later years gardening, weaving baskets
and hunting mushrooms. Pete and Adella also enjoyed playing pinochle with neighbors in the evening.
Seven children were born to the couple: Amelia, Amelia Rose,
Armond, Ladino, Attulio, Sesto and Mary. Three children died in infancy (Amelia, Ladino, Sesto). Attulio was a gifted musician, playing
saxophone and accordion in the area. He died tragically from a brain
aneurysm at the age of 20 years. The remaining three children married and raised their children in
Livingston. Amelia Rose and Delbert Highlander had three children: Norman, James, and Brenda
(Rutherford). Mary and Steve Augustine had four children: Richard, Steven, Jean (Sowers), and James.
Amelia, Delbert, Mary and Steve are all deceased.
Armond married Elsie Pernichele from Staunton. In l937 they bought the building and tavern that was
being rented by Pete. They lived on the second floor and ran Armond’s Tavern until July 5, l951. Armond
was also a trained barber and carpenter. As a young man, he worked at Tom’s Barber Shop, which was located in the building between Townsend’s and Gasperoni’s. He was a life member and past president of the
Carpenter’s Union – Local 1535. Elsie helped in the tavern business and was also a seamstress. In l968
they sold the building and built a home on Heinz Road, about two miles from town. They lived there until
their deaths. Armond passed away in February l993. Elsie passed away in April 2004. They had three children: Carole (Zediker) of Naperville; Arthur of Staunton; and Linda (Baima) of Gillespie, seven grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. None of the younger generation live in Livingston at this time, although the children plan to keep Armond and Elsie’s property in the family.
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The Rausch Family
I was born on a farm that was 1½ miles east of Livingston. This is the story of my family through good
times and bad. My grandparents purchased this farm in 1908 from John Coalson.
Alois Rausch was born in Austria-Hungary in 1851. At the age of 18, he left home to avoid having to
serve in the army. Whether he had brothers or sisters, he never spoke of them. His travels took him to
Czechoslovakia, where he found work in a coalmine.
How he traveled from New York to northern Illinois is unknown to me. Evidently the journey was
made known to Julia because she too arrived in the Kangely-Streator area. Some other members of the
Korunka family also came to the United States, for my father had several aunts that I learned to know.
As the year went on, Alois’s family grew with the birth of John, Emma, and Charles. There were two
daughters Julia and Matilda who died at birth. They were buried in a cemetery in Streator.
Veins of coal can be “worked out” and when the mine owners can’t operate for a profit, they close the
mines. This happened in northern Illinois. One winter Alois and Frank went to Iowa to work. Work was
scarce, so when news spread of the new mines being sunk in the counties of Madison and Macoupin, there
was an exodus of miners from the north to central Illinois settling in the towns of Staunton, Williamson,
and Livingston.
The Rausch family settled in Williamson. Included in the family was a second family-Louis had married Mary Crawford and had two sons and was expecting twins. Frank, John, Charles, and Emma were still
single. Because Mary Rausch had too many small children to take care of, she sent off for her cousin
Katherine Ashcroft to come to Williamson to help take care of the children.
Alois and Julia worked and saved money to buy a farm in 1908. They purchased an eighty-acre farm 1
½ miles east from William Tabor, which was part of John Coalson’s Homestead Act grant. They moved
there from Williamson the same year.
Some changes in the family occurred. Emma married Frank Miller of Worden. Louis and family
moved back to Streator. Frank, John, and Charles were still single and moved with their parents to the
farm.
Frank became interested in Katherine Ashcroft, whom he had known in Kangley, and decided he wanted
to marry her. With Louis’s family moving back to Streator and Frank was proposing marriage, she decided
to accept his proposal.
In January 1910, Julia became very ill and didn’t recover. So it became an all-male household on the
farm. Emma decided to sue her father for her share of her mother’s share of the farm. The farm had to be
sold. Alois and the sons Frank, John, and Charles bought it back. Later Frank paid off his brothers.
On October 12, 1910, Frank and Katherine were married and stayed on the farm. John soon married
Lucile Clark and moved to Collinsville, came back to Livingston for a while, then returned to Collinsville,
where he lived with his family until his death.
Charles was drafted in the First World War. He was sent to a camp in Kentucky where he soon became
chief cook. He never served overseas and was discharged. After the war, he returned to the farm. He tried
his hand in operating a hardware store with John Skamenka, went to Streator, and then back to the farm.
Frank’s family grew with the birth of a daughter Bridget Ashcroft in 1911, a son Harry Edward in 1915,
a daughter Frances Katherine in 1918, and a surprise, another son James David in 1933.
Frank farmed the 80 acres and worked in No. 2 mine in Williamson as a mine examiner. This was a
night job so he was able to work the farm in the day.
Since Alois always lived with Frank’s family, we were all sorry with his passing in 1930. He was 79
years old and had learned to speak English very well, read English and also read a Bohemian weekly paper
from a publisher in Chicago.
Our biggest sorrow was the passing of Kitty Rausch on January 14, 1935, leaving Jimmy, who was too
young to ever remember his mother.
Frances and Louis Perne decided to get married on January 17, 1942. Our family increased with the
birth of twins Jane and Janet on December 24, 1942.
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Life continued on the farm until the 1950’s. Frank was not anxious to sell, so we decided to move to
Livingston.
Frank would not move. James had been in Chicago, and after an accident to his back, he brought his
family to the farm. He was able to work the farm and worked at Laclede in Alton.
Frank died in 1956; he had sold the farm to James and Norma. They were being asked by families to
buy the acreage along the New Douglas road. They sold lots and were soon asked to sell more. Today they
have about 16 homes on what once was “Rausch’s Farm”.
James passed away in 1985. Now Frances Perne is the only “Rausch” of direct line to Alois.

The Reeves Family
William Hardin Reeves, son of Civil War Veteran John David Reeves and Anna Elizabeth Presley, was
born March 9, 1873 in Elsberry, Lincoln County, Missouri. In his youth, he worked on a boat that carried
mail back and forth across the Mississippi River from Missouri to Illinois.
On November 17, 1900, in Calhoun County, Illinois, he married Cora May Derwin, daughter of French
immigrant Edward Derwin and Martha Bell. Cora was born April 21, 1881 in Lincoln County, Missouri.
Their first two children, Ethel Flossie born August 3, 1901 and Lucille born October 23, 1903, were born in
Golden Eagle, Calhoun County. First son, Orin Selby was born October 18, 1905 in Livingston, Madison
County, followed by William Lawrence born February 14, 1907. Orin died December 23, 1907 and is buried in Spangle Cemetery. Cora always said he smothered in a feather bed, but in later years, Ethel wondered if he possibly died of what is now known as crib death.
The Reeves Family moved to Livingston between 1903 and 1905. William worked in the coalmines as
a “fireman” (which in coalmine lingo means he kept the fires going) walking back and forth every day until
well past the age of 65 when his daughter Ethel finally told him if he wasn’t going to retire from the mines,
he at least had to start taking a taxi back and forth to work, which he did. He never did learn to drive. It is
believed he worked in the coalmines until about age 70.
In addition to working the coalmines, William, along with his wife Cora, owned and ran the Variety
Store near the railroad tracks in Livingston during the 1930s. Cora and their children worked many hours at
the store while William worked the mines.
Cora died September 1965, and it was then that William went to live with his daughter Ethel in Staunton. He died in 1971 at the age of 98 ½ years, greatly loved by all that knew him.
Ethel married Emil Beyer February 27, 1926, at the home of her parents in Livingston and they raised
four children. Ethel, who passed away in 1988, had six grandchildren, seven great grandchildren and four
great-great grandchildren.
Lucille graduated from Livingston School and went on to school in Normal, Illinois to become a school
teacher. She taught school for about two years in Alton, Illinois. She married Clarence Johnson, and they
had nine children, three of whom died before the age of 5. Lucille passed away in 1948 and had nineteen
grandchildren, thirty-eight great grandchildren, and eight known great-great grandchildren.
William Lawrence graduated from Livingston School and went on to school to become a pharmacist.
He lived in St. Louis and had two sons. He has three grandchildren.
About 1919, Lucille was dating a young man who tragically drowned. He had a younger sister that
Lucille had become very fond of and vice versa. Little Grace Louise Jones came to Livingston to spend the
night with the Reeves family . . . and stayed eleven years until her marriage. Although never legally
adopted, she became a much beloved daughter, sister, and aunt. She is currently residing in Texas at age
93, has one daughter, two grandchildren and five great grandchildren.
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The Amandus Carl Salter and
Eunice Eugenia (Jones) Salter Family
Amandus was born on Easter Sunday, April 6, 1897, one and one-half miles southeast of Livingston,
Illinois. The farm was owned by his grandfather Carl, whom Amandus had been named after. He attended
the Hazel Dell school just a fourth of a mile from his home. After completing the sixth grade, he was required to attend two years in the German school in
Alhambra. He was confirmed on April 9, 1911 at Salem Evangelical Church in Alhambra. Being the second oldest son of a family of ten living children, five
died as infants, Amandus had his share of chores to
do. Schooling was not considered too important in
those days and the boys stayed home when it was
harvest and planting time.
Eunice was born September 19, 1900 in Staunton,
Illinois at the home of her grandparents, Wiley and
Sarah Ellen (Sawyer) Jarman. At that time, her
grandparents were living on North Edwardsville
Street. When Eunice was 6 weeks old, fire destroyed
the house. Eunice attended both the old North and
South Grade Schools at Staunton and one year of
High School. At home she was called Jeannie, but
when she started school, went by her given name. Amandus and Eunice Salter
She had blue eyes and long, curly auburn hair.
Eunice liked school and had hopes of becoming a nurse. Her aunt, Martha Jarman, was a nurse at Cook
County Hospital in Chicago where Eunice planned to take her training. However, when her father remarried, they moved to a farm southeast of Livingston and she was unable to finish high school. It was while
they were living on this farm that she met her husband, Amandus, who lived about 1 1/2 miles from her
home. Their first date was a Box Social at Hazel Dell School. Eunice was 17 and Amandus was 21.
They married September 6, 1919 at Salem Church in Alhambra. Their first home was on Henry Street
in Staunton and Amandus worked at Priesmeyer Dairy. In 1920, he started working at #2 mine at Williamson and remained there until the mine closed in 1957. During their married life they lived in the Staunton/
Livingston area. In 1926, they built a home on School Street in Livingston and this was their “Homestead”
where they raised their two daughters, Lorene Heeren, who died in 1970 and Ellen Dal Pozzo who died in
2004.
Amandus was a hard worker - even after his retirement from the mines. In his younger years he was in
a dance band. After he retired from the coal mine, he started a sewing machine sales and repair business.
Eunice made rag rugs and sold them. When her health kept her from her hobby, Amandus took over weaving the carpets from the rags Eunice had sewed together. As if they weren’t busy enough, Amandus also
repaired and made violins. Eunice played piano and sang.
Amandus died February 9, 1971 at St. Francis Hospital in Litchfield. Eunice died June 6, 1986 at St.
Francis Hospital in Litchfield. They are buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Staunton.
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The Karl and Emma Schuette Family
In north central Germany, Ducky of Braunschweig, nestled near the Ith Mountain Range, sits the quiet
village of Bremke. As far back as 1663 the Schuette family had established roots at this place. Numerous
generations of Schuettes lived on the same farm until early March, 1872. At that time, the FrancoPrussian war had finally ended, family members had died during the war, and life was very difficult. The
family decided it was time to try to find a better life. The thought was, “Let’s go to America!” It is told
that the family had received glowing reports about the land in Madison County (perhaps this was from
other families who had emigrated from the Bremke area such as the Sievers, Albrechts, Heinemeiers and
Kohlenbergs).
On January 3, 1872 their
notice was published in the
Braunscheigischen Anzeign
of their intent to immigrate
to America. The family sold
everything they owned and
booked passage on the German ship S.S. Herman.
Those who sailed to America were Heinrich and Wilhelmine (Bock) Schuette and
their children Conrad,
Wilhelm, Wilhelmine, Karl
and August. Also traveling
with them was Conrad’s
wife Caroline Kohlenberg
Schuette, their three-month
old son Karl, and Caroline’s
brother, Karl Kohlenberg.
The family sailed from
the port at Bremen and
Schuette Family about 1906.
headed for America. They The
Front row from left: Emma (Schuette) Schlechte, Karl (Chas) Schuette, Carl Schuette, Emma (Witte) Schuette,
arrived in New York City on Julia (Schuette) Ruehrup.
March 11, 1972. Their next Back row: Henry Schuette, August, Schuette, Edward Schuette, Louis Schuette.
destination was Olive Township, Madison County, Illinois. Shortly after arriving in Madison County, Heinrich bought a parcel of
land from George Whaling for $4,200. This land is on the sharp curve on Spangle Road near Section 9 of
Olive Township.
The children grew older, got married, and moved from the family farm. Conrad moved to Missouri;
Wilhelm moved to Worden; August stayed in the area, married Minnie Stille, and died young; Wilhelmine
married William Sievers, and Karl married the neighbor girl, Emma Witte.
In May 1903, Karl bought a farm in Section 15 of Olive Township. The family stayed on the original
Heinrich Schuette place until about 1910 and rented out the new farm. They then moved to the farm
where Sam and Mary McKenzie now live.
Karl and Emma had nine children born to them. One daughter was stillborn after Emma was kicked in
the stomach by a cow and another daughter, Anna, died at the age of nine years from diphtheria. The children growing into adulthood were Eduard, August, Louis, Henry, Julia, Emma and Carl. Of these children, Eduard moved to Canada, Henry and Julia moved near Alhambra, and his son Carl moved several
times finally settling in Staunton. August stayed on the original farm in Section 9 and Emma stayed with
195

her parents on the farm in Section 15.
Karl Sr. (also known as Charles, Charlie and Chas) was a prominent man in the area with many neighbors
coming to him for advice. He helped coach German immigrants in American ways and politics so they could
get their citizenship papers. He farmed for a living, but also took an active part in the affairs of Olive Township, serving as assessor, school director, road commissioner and bank director. In October, 1909, the contractors Sheppard & Morgan Engineers drew up a town plat for the “Schuette Addition.” This parcel of land was a
part of Karl’s farm. The section line bound it on the south, Livingston Avenue on the west, Maple Street on
the north, and Leland Avenue and Hillsboro Road on the east. It would include Maple Street, Elm Street, Oak
Street, Hickory Street, St. Louis Avenue, Grand Avenue and Leland Avenue.
In the years of about 1914 and 1915, horse racing was an important pastime for people in the Village of
Livingston. Louis Schuette owned some of the fastest horses around. One of his favorites was named Don C.
It is said his horses were conditioned by their being used to pull a milk wagon. It is believed that the racetrack
was approximately where our ball field now sits. Louis was also a businessman in Livingston. He owned a
feed and implement store where for many years and later converted it into a lumberyard.
Emma Schuette married Ferdinand Schlechte and lived on the farm for many years after Karl’s death in
1931. She moved into town on South Second Street when Interstate 55 engulfed the house and most of the
farm. About 1974, Sam and Mary (Schuette) McKenzie purchased the remaining thirteen acres of the farm
and have lived their since 1977. The land has been in the ownership of generations of the same family for over
100 years.

The Family of Roger (Rock) and
Anna (Goldasich) Spudich
Roger Spudich was born in Yugoslavia and came to America with his parents Joseph and Catherine
(Zarr) Spudich when he was an infant. Ironically, Anna was born in Staunton but returned to Yugoslavia
when she was approximately a year and a half old, then returning to America at the age of 18. She met and
married Roger Spudich at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Livingston. They had nine children, eight of
which graduated from Livingston High School. They are as follows, in order of birth:
Paul, “Moody”, the eldest, was a retired ironworker who passed away in 2002 at the age of 74. He
never married, and aside from serving in the US Army in his younger years, lived in Livingston his entire
life. He was an avid sports fan whose record following of basketball won him a place in the Illinois Basketball Hall of Fame.
Frances married Ray Savant from Panama IL and now resides in Belvedere IL. Frances worked for the
Belvedere School District from which she retired, while Ray worked for the Cassens’s in Belvedere and
has also retired. They have one daughter Carrie who is married to Bruce Hanley and lives near Seattle
WA. Carrie graduated from Arizona University in the 1970’s.
Catherine married Don Wright, a retired attorney and judge, from Alabama. Catherine worked for the
Ford Plant for many years, and upon moving to Alabama with her husband, worked for Alcoa. She has also
retired and resides with her husband in Orange Beach, AL. She has no children.
Arthur Spudich was killed in a solo truck accident at the age of 21 on his way to a construction site
where he was working.
Cecelia married Joe Lockhart of Denver CO. Cecelia graduated from nursing school at Jewish Hospital
in St. Louis, later earning her BS Degree in nursing in Colorado. She still works part-time on an as-needed
basis. Cecilia has twin daughters, Melissa and Natasha, who have just finished their third year of college in
Colorado.
Eugene (Cheezy) Spudich married Marty Baker of Jerseyville IL. He served in the US Air Force earlier
and has since worked for and retired from Shell Oil Company. He currently lives in Jerseyville where he
and his wife own and run a shirt printing business called Webe Inc. He has no children.
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Raymond (Joe) Spudich married Patricia Ficker of Staunton, IL. He graduated from the St. Louis College of Pharmacy in 1969 and is presently co-owner of Fritz Drug Store in Staunton IL where he has
worked since 1966. His wife retired from SIUE this past year. They have three children; Nathan graduated
from EIU and is employed by May Co. in St. Louis. Adrienne has her Masters in Counseling and is employed by the Granite City School District; she is married to Andy Johnson and has one daughter, Adelyn,
born in January 2005. Tiffany received her Doctorate of Pharmacy Degree in May 2004 and is currently
employed by St. John’s Mercy Hospital in St. Louis.
Laura married Rick Worms of Mascoutah IL. She graduated from SIU with a BS degree in nursing and
later in music. She has a son Michael who is a freshman in high school. Laura and her family reside in
Kansas City MO.
Margaret, the youngest, passed away at the age of six in March of 1954. She died of rheumatic fever.
Roger worked in the coal mines in the surrounding area, namely the Livingston Mine until it closed. He
then became an ironworker and passed away while working in 1970. His wife Anna was a homemaker and
passed away in 1985.

Memories of the Voyles Family
Our family’s roots go deep into Wales. About 1749 Jacob Voyles, my fifth great grandfather, and his
four sons, (William, James, John, and Thomas) migrated to the United States. Arriving by ship, they settled
in North and South Carolina.
His son John, my 4th great grandfather died in South Carolina. But his son Samuel Henry Voyles, my 3rd
great grandfather born about 1778 left South Carolina, traveling through Tennessee, and settled in the North
East sections of Madison County, Illinois. These pioneers built their homes and a school -- married and had
families -- losing a few of their children at a young age.
My 2nd great grandfather Able Voyles, married Anna Young of Tennessee and their son Robert Young
my 1st great grandfather, married Almanza Jane Coalson. Their son Thomas Newton my grandfather, married Amelia Jane Caldwell. (The Caldwells came from Ireland and settled in Macoupin County and Staunton, Illinois.) They and their children Thomas Caldwell, Walter Newton, and Pearl Agnes lived south of
Livingston, and farmed.
My father Walter Newton, married my mother Grace Isabel Grange of nearby Livingston. Six children
were born of their marriage, Charles Thomas (died June 1984), Walter Norman, Robert Leroy (died at age
seven), June Isabel, William Hadley, and John Joseph. We lived in Livingston and then moved north-east of
town. We all attended the Livingston School District. My father, Walter (Bud) worked at Louis Mitchelar’s
hardware in Livingston (died April 1956). My brothers served in the Army, Air Force, and Marines, married and had families. My mother Grace Isabel returned to Livingston and worked as a Police Dispatcher
and Librarian, (died October 1997).
I moved to St. Louis, Missouri, and married Harry Herbert Hiscox, he served in the Army, Korean Conflict. We have two sons, Dale Lee and Robert Herbert (lives in St. Louis, Mo.); in July 1989 we retired and
returned to the Livingston area. Harry worked as a custodian for the Livingston School District for four
years. I worked as a nurse at the Hampton Nursing Care, in Alhambra for five years. Our son Dale Lee and
his wife Linda Gail, daughter Tara Lynn and son David Lee built their home nearby in 1989-90. My grandchildren attended Livingston School District and graduated. Dale is employed at Lincoln, St. Louis, Mo.
and Linda is Bank Manager at First National Bank, Livingston. David is attending SIUE and Tara, attended
UVSC in Utah. She is married to Steven Smith and lives in San Antonio, Texas. Harry and I have retired
again to the Lake of the Ozarks in Missouri.
Eight generations have lived in Livingston and the surrounding areas. They were noble people. We
may contemplate what those before us have gone through that we might be here, as we sense their faith and
courage and feel their love for us and our love for them, we realize what is really important. We were built
on rock-sturdy rock and proud of our heritage.
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Notes of Interest
McHale to Meet Tough Opponent in Philippe
Bud McHale, Billy Maloney’s improving middleweight, has a hard battle
on his hands July 3 when he faces Paul Philippe of Livingston, Ill., in a sixround bout at Polo Park, East St. Louis, July 3. Philippe and McHale box six
rounds at 156 pounds. Philippe has knockout to his credit of Joe Alex,
George Polvich, Sailor McCarthy, Jimmy Ramsey and Jimmy Rotrammel.
He won two decisions over Russell Kinder and lost a close 10-round fight to
Ora Dean. He met Bud McHale once in eight rounds at Staunton, in an evenup contest.
The McHale-Philippe match will be one of a number of preliminary bouts
to the Wolfe-Kaiser main event. Wolfe, the Cleveland bantam, who owns decisions over nearly every good bantam in the country, and who recently was
credited with an unofficial victory over Peewee Kaiser, will be here Friday to
finish training for Monday’s contest.
Staunton Star-Times, July 7, 1921

Bouts at Livingston Interesting
Wrestling Match and Boxing Exhibition Draw Large Attendance

Paul “Kid Dynamite” Philippe

The athletic exhibition at Livingston Monday evening drew a large crowd, and all seemed well pleased
with the program offered. The affair was staged at the Eagle Theatre and was a part of the festivities incident to the big Fourth of July celebration held there.
The first number on the program was a wrestling match between Frank Bednar, formerly of Williamson,
champion of the U.S. Navy, and John Marks of Panama. Bednar threw Marks for a fall after nine minutes
of clever work, and so plainly showed his superiority that Marks did not care to go on with the match.
“Kid” Healey (Joseph “Huck” Healey, Jr.) of Livingston and Pete Newton of Staunton next put on a
four round sparring match, both of them showing well and the majority of the fans declared it a good draw.
Paul Philippe, the pride of Livingston, and Russell Kinder of Carlinville put on a 6-round bout that was
a hummer. Kinder took an awful beating, but was game enough to stick it out. Philippe demonstrated that
he was improved quite a bit since he met Kinder the last time.
The main event of the evening was between Kid Newton of Staunton and Jimmy McAtee of St. Louis.
A hard fought battle was expected and such was the result. The two went at it hammer and tongs, the St.
Louis lad at times getting in some work not approved of in the Marquis of Queensbury rules. However, the
Kid demonstrated that he is able to take a lot of punishment, and always came up strong. The opinion of
the fans present was that it was a good draw.
Referee Timmerman handled the bouts in his usual, efficient manner and the program was well worth
the price charged.
Staunton Star-Times, July 7, 1921
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Four-Leaf Clover Couple
Joe and Kay Kucinick stopped at a rest area in Iowa in 1982. Kay found seventeen four-leaf clovers.
That was the beginning of their hobby. They have sent clovers all over the U.S.A. and foreign countries.
Many celebrities have sent them autographed photos.
After receiving clovers, General Schwarzkopf of Desert Storm sent a letter saying he hoped our grandson, John Burns, would come home safe, so we know he read our letter.
Dick Vermeil sent an autographed photo and note saying, “Kay, the four-leaf clovers worked!” That
was a reference to the St. Louis Rams becoming Super Bowl Champions.
The Kucinick’s have received autographed photographs from Bill and Hillary Clinton, George H.W.
Bush, George W. Bush, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, and many other celebrities.
Kay’s favorite letter came from a lady from Cape Girardeau, Missouri. She wrote saying her son
waited three-months for a heart transplant. Someone gave him one of Kay’s four-leaf clovers and a week
later he received a new heart.
Two soldiers, a husband and wife, received clovers. The husband has readying to return to Iraq and
his wife was pregnant so she stayed behind in the United States. A few months later, the Kucinick’s received a package from Iraq containing an American Flag with a citation that read “This flag was flown over
Tellial Air Base on Thanksgiving Day 2004 in Honor of Joe and Kay Kucinick. Shawn Durbin is now
home and they have a baby girl. Shawn’s wife thanked the Kucinick’s for the four-leaf clovers.
Joe and Kay enjoy their hobby and will keep giving four-leaf clovers to people for good luck.

Racing Matinee at Livingston a Great Success
The largest crowd ever attending the races at Livingston was on last Sunday afternoon and more horses
participated in the races than at any matinee this season.
The races were better because there was more of them and the heats necessary to win were 3 in 5.
There were several surprises in the race, especially when Mart McGILVARY’S horse “The Delegate” went
second in two heats and then won three straight. “The Delegate” made his initial appearance last Sunday
but they all know him now. Jesse KING’S “Belle” ran the 2:40 pace handily, taking three straight heats,
Mamie, belonging to Dr. VOGT, took all seconds in the race and LABANTSCHNIG’S “Kentucky Babe”
went an easy third.
In the buggy horse race, five heats were necessary to win; CALDWELL’S “Jersey Rags” went 1st in the
first heat and also the 4th and 5th. “Bonnie Lee”, John HOXSEY’S animal went 1st in the second and 3rd
heats of this race. Joe BRITT’S horse “Dick” was an entry, but failed to produce anything better than a second place.
The horserace of the day was the special trot aforesaid, wherein Louis SCHUETTE’S “Mexican Chief,
Roy CALDWELL’S, “Russie Blue” and McGILVARY’S “Delegate” hooked up.
SCHUETTE’S horse went first in the first and second heats, then “Delegate” forged to the front and
won the last 3 heats. CALDWELL’S nag going 3rd all the way. The fastest time made was in the 3rd heat
when “Delegate” traveled the half in 1:15.
The fastest heat of the day was made by Jesse KING’S mare “Belle” time 1:14 3 - 4. The crowd present
enjoyed the matinee and are looking forward to another one at no distant date. There was a half mile dash
running race which was won by a Zenith horse, owned by Wm. Bond, of near DeCamp.
This article reprinted from the Staunton Star-Times August 8, 1913.
199

Bibliography
Donahue, Diane and Ernst, Harold, History of New Douglas, Illinois, 1860 – 2000.
Perne, Anton William, The Effects of a Declining Coal Industry on Illinois Mining Communities.
Adler, Clara and Donahue, Diane, Burial Records of New Douglas, Illinois. 1999.
State Mining Board, Annual Coal Reports of Illinois 1904 – 1964 at Southern Illinois University – Edwardsville Library.
Norton, W.T., Centennial History of Madison County, Illinois and Its People 1812 to 1912 Volume 1, The
Lewis Publishing Company. Chicago and New York. 1912.
Portrait and Biographical Record of Madison County, Illinois, Biographical Publishing Company, Chicago,
IL 1891.
Combined 1873, 1892 and 1906 Atlases of Madison County, Reprinted by Madison County Historical Society, Inc. Edwardsville, IL.
History of Madison County, Illinois 1862 – 1882, W.R. Brink & Co. Edwardsville, IL.
Madison County, Illinois Handbook for Genealogical Researchers Compiled by Madison County Genealogical Society, Edwardsville, IL 2004.
Blue Book of the State of Illinois 1910 – 1980.
Benld Centennial Book 2004
First Baptist Church Livingston History Book
History of Sacred Heart Church, Livingston, Illinois
ExPOW Magazine, January 2000
Miscellaneous Cemeteries of Staunton Township, Macoupin Co., Illinois and Vicinity indexed by Staunton
Area Genealogical Society 1986
Staunton Star-Times, Staunton, Illinois Most of the ads in the book were from the Staunton paper.
Edwardsville Intelligencer, Edwardsville, Illinois
The Highland News Leader, Highland, Illinois
Alton Telegraph, Alton, Illinois
Madison County Chronicle, Worden, Illinois
200

The Kwik Konnection, Staunton, Illinois
Hamel Worden News, Worden, Illinois
Doors Close on Another Piece of History, Mitchelar, Karen. Madison County Chronicle, Staunton, Illinois, Thursday, April 3, 1997.
Edwardsville Public Library, Madison County Genealogical Society Room, Edwardsville, Illinois
Staunton Public Library, Macoupin County Genealogical Society Room, Staunton, Illinois
Methodist Church Archives, McKendree College, Lebanon, Illinois. Linda Isabell
Madison County Historical Society Library, Edwardsville, Illinois
Boy Scouts of America Office in Wood River, Illinois
Bethalto Public Library, Bethalto, Illinois
Southern Illinois University - Edwardsville Library, Edwardsville, Illinois
The Olive Eagle, first high school newspaper
The Eaglet, second high school newpaper
The Eagle, high school yearbook
http://factfinder.census.gov

201

Expert Service

Modern Equipment

BOB’S AUTO SERVICE
Bob Martintoni
Livingston, Illinois
Phone (618) 637-2277

In Memory of
Kitty and Frank
Rausch

In Honor of
Jennie Best Jones
First Graduate
of
Livingston Community
High School
May 27th, 1921
Compliments of

In Memory
of
Mathas B.
and
Jennie Best Jones

J.H. “Jim” Augustine
*Democratic Precinct Committeeman*

Olive I Township
One Democrat Drive– Box 11
Livingston, Illinois 62058
“Hardest Working Democratic Precinct
Committeeman in Madison County”

The Altar and Rosary Society

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Congratulations to
Livingston on it’s 100th year!

Nancy’s Flower Shop
Fresh Flowers, Friendly Service
303 Livingston Ave.
Livingston, IL 62058

From Collman Land Surveying

Phone: (618) 637-8929
Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 to 5:00 p.m.

Dennis C. Collman

Sat 9:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Illinois Professional Land Surveyors

New Douglas, IL

Fresh and artificial

618-637-2012

flowers for all occasions
and holidays

MEYER’S BP
I-55 & Exit 37
Livingston, IL
618-637-2430

Steven & Rich Meyer
Owners
Congratulations Livingston!
From
Robert & Brenda
And
All the Staff
at the

The Livingston Sisters

Daily Specials
Breakfast Served All Day
Coffee Drinkers Welcome

Congratulations on 100 Years!

Jim’s

Fresh Meats, Deli and Groceries
From

Jim & Lisa Johnson
And All the Employees at Jim’s

Congratulations to
Livingston on it’s 100th year!

Gasperoni’s
Italian Store and Restaurant

From the

416 Livingston Ave

Village of Livingston

Phone: (618) 637-2828.

Village board members and employees

Livingston, IL
618-637-2110

Fine Italian Salamis,
Pizzas, Sandwiches
Dinners and Groceries

The Livingston
Park Association
Sponsors of…
The Easter Egg Hunt
The Livingston Homecoming
The Haunted Car Rallye
Holiday Food Baskets
The Livingston Web Site
www.livingstonillinois.com

Compliments of

The First
Baptist Church
of
Livingston

Compliments of

The
Olive Township
Officials

Compliments of

Compliments of

The

Holy Cross
LutheranChurch

Livingston
Centennial
Committee

