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Born in 1926 at 901 Niedringhaus, Nelle Bogosian lived in the 

Lincoln Place neighborhood for sixty three years. She is of Armenian 

heritage, and her parents were both originally from the same town named 

Van in Armenia. Her father, Haroutiun, immigrated to the United States 

in 1914 where he hoped to earn enough money to bring over the rest of 

his family. However, when the Armenian massacre occurred, coupled later 

with the onset of WWI, he lost contact with his family for twelve years. 

He searched for them through the Armenian newspapers and finally found 

them in 1926 and brought them to this country through way of Istanbul.

Her father, nicknamed "Blubby," opened a pool hall in Lincoln Place 

in 1928, and after he died her older brother took over the business. 

Some of Nelle’s earliest memories are of her kindergarten days and of 

Miss Prather, whom she both loved and feared. As the youngest child in 

the family, Nelle said she was denied nothing, especially by her father. 

She grew up a free-spirited individual that did as she pleased. She has 

many memories in regard to gatherings and festivals of all the different 

groups within Lincoln Place when she was a child, and was most impressed 

with the Mexican activities. Nelle also had some very painful memories 

from her younger days of being shunned and called names by other 

children who considered her a foreigner.

In her narrative, Nelle discussed the impact of the army depot, her 

own work experiences and those born in the neighborhood who made a good 

life for themselves. In addition, she talked about her many travels and 

gave her thoughts about the September 11th terrorist attacks.


