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Church of the Redeemer

(Evangelical Congregational.)

HISTORY.

THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER has a history. TUnder the
auspices of the Y. M. C. A, (not the present organization) there was
established in the Spring of 1858, the Hunterstown Mission Sabbath
School. The school met first in the German M. E. Church, ‘then on
Third Street, near Walnut. Nine pupils were in attendance. They all
went out as missionaries, and in a few weeks the school had an at-
tendance of 100. Obliged to move, Mrs. Sheppard, an Episcopalian
lady, offered rooms on the northwest corner of Second and Walnut.
Again they moved to the store rooms of Maj. C. W. Hunter, Second
street near Henry. The school outgrew its quarters, and Weigler’s
Hall was rented. Often 400 gathered in that room, and precious re-
sults followed on the labors there,

This enterprise, having become established and successful, friends
began to plan for providing a permanent home. Messrs. Samuel Wade
and Arba Nelson, at an annual festival of the school, publicly offered
to be each one of ten to build such a home, A subscription paper was
circulated, on which . eventually $3,267 was realized. In the meantime
an organization had been effected and a Board of Trustees duly elect-
ed. A committee was appointed to select a site and build. The north-
west corner of Sixth and Henry streets was soon the location of their
neat chapel. In the erection of this building, Messrs. Wade and Nel-
son became responsible for the cost in excess of the subscriptions.
The title of the property being in the names of the previously elected
site committee, 'that committee directed to write a declaratory
deed in favor of Messrs. Wade and Nelson, securing them in the mat-
ter of the indebtedness they had assumed, in all, $1,765.91. Under the
provisions of that deed the property was afterwards sold to the high-
est bidder, and bought for the Church of the Redeemer,

To the original Mission Building Fund many Presbvterians con-
tributed. In full return for such aid, on the later renovating of the
old ‘church, members of the Church of the Redeemer turned over to
them pews in the former house valued, it is estimated, at not less
than $1,200.00.

The organization of the church was on this wise. The Presby-
terian Church of Alton was the adopted home of many New England
Congregationalists, In the course of years the establishment of a
society of more congenial order was providently favored. The with-
drawal of the Presbyterian denomination from co-operation in the
work of the American Board and American Home Missionary So-
cieties, and the establishment of similar agencies of their own, tended
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to awaken denominational spirit in all Congregationalists. The
strength of the Alton church warranted the swarming of a young col-
ony. The ovportunity opened in the Henry street region was consid-
ered the call of God.

On the evening of Friday, June 3rd, 1870, at the house of Mr.
F. T. Lewis, a preliminary meeting was held of ‘“those in favor of
the organization of a Congregational Church in this city.” Fifteen
persons were present. After devotional exercises the matter was
discussed at some length, and all present expressing themselves in
favor of the movement, a committee was appointed, consisting of Mr.
Samuel Wade, Mr. James Newman and Mr. John Atwood, to prepare
a statement setting forth the reasons and motives which actuated
them in this movement. One week later, at a meeting held at the
same place, a statement was submitted by this committee, and was
unanimously adopted and signed by the twenty-seven persons present.
This statement was as follows:

‘“Seeing in the present prosperity and large membership of the
church ith which we are connected (First Presbyterian) indications
of God’'s providence pointing to this as the time to colonize, we the
undersigned, while grateful for a place within its fold so long, and
with most fraternal feeling towards all its members, do rejoice in
efforts to build up another church of Christ of such polity as we think
most scriptural and best adapted to utilize and bring out the working
force of individual Christians. T.ooking to the Great Head of the
Church for guidance and direction in our Christian work for the sal-
vation of souls and for our growth in grace, we do hereby pledge
each other our hearty co-operation in prayers, in efforts, and in suf-
fering, if need be, top lant an organization which shall hold forth the
Word of Life to souls that are perishing.”

After adopting and signing this statement, those present made
arrangements for further organization by appointing committees on
Church Manual and Confession of Faith, on Hymn Books, and for
securing a pastor for the leadership of the new organization. From
this time meetings were held every week for prayer and conference.

On Sunday, July 3d, 1870, the new organization held its first pub-
lic services; Rev H. D. Platt of Brighton preached in the Mission
Chapel on Henry street, before mentioned. On the evening of Friday,
July 29th, at a called meeting, at which Rev. H. D. Platt presided, the
church was organized with 48 members. An informal call was pre-
sented at the same time to Rev. M. K. Whittlesey of Ottawa, Ill., to be-
come its pastor, and the call was informally accepted, leaving fur-
ther arrangement for the future. At a meeting held Aug. 27th, a
Manual was adopted and officers were elected.

October 18th, a council met for the public recognition of the
church and the installation of its pastor. After careful examination
of the records of the church, and other matters pertaining 'to the
relation of pastor and people, the public exercises of the recognition
of the church and installation of pastor were conducted. Shortly
after the action of this council, the church and its pastor were ad-
mitted to the Southern Association of Illinois.

The church was at this time receiving frequent accessions to
its membership, and prospering in many ways, when it was called to
pass through a season of severe afflication in the loss by death of
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several of its most active members. On the 14th of November, 1870,
Mr. John Blaisdell died. February 16th, 1871, Mr. Arba Nelson, one
who having the means, had it in his heart to do much for the young
church, was called away. May 18th, Mr. Thomas Smith, and June
20th, Mr. Timothy Souther, were removed by death. These losses
were severe, and might easily have crippled the church, but the hand
of God was in it all, and while he afflicted, He also blessed.

On Oct. 24th, 1872, after a pastorate of two years, Rev. M. K.
Whittlesey was dismissed by the advice of council, that he might ac-
cept a call to the superintendency of Home Missions for Southern
J1llinois. In December of the same year, the church called Rev. Rob-
ert West of Ludlow, Ky., to the pastorate, and his work began with
the month of February, 1873. During this year (1873) many addi-
tions and repairs were made within and without the church building,
including the placing of an excellent Hook’s No. 2 Cottage Organ, the
gift of Mr. Samuel Wade, whose munificent benefactions up to this
date and till his death are gratefully remembered.

In the early part of 1874, the church was greatly blessed in con-
nection with the revival work of Rev., E. P. Hammond, in Alton, re-
ceiving a large addition to its membership, and being led to renewed
activity in the cause of the Master. Rev. Robert West was installed
pastor, April 29th, 1874. He resigned his pastorate Nov. Tth, 1876,
becoming Home Missionary Superintendent for the Southwest. In
this work he became widely known through correspondence with our
demoninational journals. While on a vacation in the KXast he re-
ceived a call to the Shawmut Church, Boston, accepting, which he
labored there one year. A call to be editor of the Chicago Advance,
invited him to a field of wide usefulness. He threw every energy into
the work. In a time of critical interest in our Church history he was
the champion of every good thing and outspoken in assault upon
evil. Little dreaming of rest, he used his Sabbaths in preaching,
and was helpful in all sorts of Christian meetings. On Sunday, Oct.
24th, 1886, he filled an appointment at Sycamore, I1l. After evening
service he was taken suddenly ill, and died before morning. On Oct.
29th, all that was mortal of Robert West was brought to this, his
church home, at Alton, Ill. Colleagues in the ministry spoke tenderest
words of the friend and brother in the Gospel, and kind hands bore the
casket to our city of the dead. His memory will ever be cherished
in this church,

The pastorate was vacant from October, 1876, until March 1st,
1877. At that date Rev. Geo. C. Adams of Hillsboro began work with
us. The council, meeting Sept. 20th, dismissed Rev. Robert West, and
installed Pastor Adams.

In January, 1878, special meetings of three weeks’ duration, were
held under the leadership of the pastor. Fruits of this activity are
manifest in the additions made at the communions immediately suc-
ceeding Febh, 3d.-23; March 3d,-8; for the year, 39.

An important addition to our property was made in the year
1878, when the Circuit Court decided in favor of the church, in the
matter of the real estate left to us by Arba Nelson, deceased. This
:property included the present parsonage site, with other city lots.
The latter were sold and the proceeds devoted to defraying the cost
of remodeling the parsonage,
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There was received at this time also a gift of $500.00 from the
estate of Jos. Burnap of Upper Alton, which was applied in the same
work of fitting up the commodious manse of the church.

A field for larger influence offering, Rev. Geo. C. Adams resigned
his charge and retired May 1st, 1881. He has since labored success-
fully in St. Louis, maintaining an interest still in the church he so
ably served.

Sept. 1st, 1881, Rev. E. G. Chaddock of Manistee, Mich., accepting
a call, entered upon work as our pastor. Growth in numbers and
spirituality are recorded of this period. There was no marked re-
vival, but the personal influence of pastor and wife were unitedly
helpful for the permanent upbuilding of character among us. Health
considerations compelled a change of residence, and Mr, Chaddock
resigned, to take effect Aug. 31, 1885.

At the beginning of this pastorate the Sabbath School, continued
as from the first, a Mission School, was adopted formally by the
church. Guided by the wisdom and inspired by the spiritual inter-
est of its corps of workers, this organization has been a most im-
portant factor in our church life. The revival under Pastor Adams
began there, and a large proportion of the later additions came from
the nursery of the church.

March 1st, 1886, Rev. H. 8. Mills, formerly at Forest Grove, Ore.,
began service as our pastor. Seeking ever the improvement of the
condition of ‘the church, Mr. Mills’ work seems to have been not only
increasing its membership, by addition of some of our most accept-
able and worthy names, but by a purging of the roll of twenty-five
names, either unworthy or lost from our knowledge. The needs of
the unevangelized burdened the heart of our leader, who longed to
make the Church a centre of larger influence upon that class lying
beyond us in KEast Alton. The missionary spirit he possessed was
therefore the more responsive to an urgent appeal, made by personal
friends, and Mr. Mills resigned his charge Nov. 15th, 1887, to enter
upon a pastorate at Huron, S. D.

Rev. C. C. Warner, resigned at IL.aSalle, Ill.,, was called and began
work May 1st, 1888. 1In the early part of 1889 union meetings in
Armory Hall, under Evangelist H. F. Sayles, were highly successful,
quickening spiritual life in all the churches of Alton. Forty addi-
tions to our membership, 32 of them on confession of faith, are re-
corded for this year. :

The twentieth Anniversary of the organization of the Church oc-
curred on July 29th. It was voted to celebrate that event by ap-
propriate services, choosing Sept. 28th as a more convenient date.

In October evangelistic work was again undertaken under I. P.
Rowland of Grand Rapids, the Cumberland Presbyterian, and the
Baptist Mission uniting with us. November 23d, twenty-three per-
sons entered into covenant with us.

The Y. P. S. C. E,, started under Mr. Mills, has developed cred-
itably. Its Sabbath evening prayer meeting is one of the most

spiritual services held in the church. The harmonious activity there

stimulated, together with the worthy type of piety encouraged, prom-
ise excellent things for the future.

A. Junior Endeavor Society was organized in February, 1895, un-
der the leadership of Miss Mary Rich, and now has about 30 members.




YOUR Friends have been pleading with you for some
time. Why not make that appointment to-day
for a sitting for a Portrait. Your friends can
buy anything you can give them except your
photograph.

LEDDER STUDIO

217 WEST THIRD—STATE ST.

Electrical Construction & Supply Co.

Edgar Price, Proprietor
Taphorn Building—207 East Broadway
WE HANDLE ALL ELECTRICAL
COMMODITIES FOR THE HOME
(Both Phones)

ACKER BROS.

Successors to

SPICER’S MARKET

Dealers in
FRESH FRUIT, VEGETABLES
and HIGH GRADE GROCERIES

A visit to our store will please the most
careful. Let us prove to you, your money
still retaing its full value.
621 East Broadway At Weigler

Retailers of
FURNITURE, RUGS AND STOVES
AT REASONABLE PRICES

ARSHT BROS.

Successors to
SUTTER - DREISAUNER

204 West Third Street - - - = Alton, Illinois

In many departments of the church woman's work maintains the
good name from the beginning associated with the ladies of the
Church of the Redeemer, Missionary Societies—Home and Foreign,
the Aid Societly, the Ladies’ Bible Meeting and the Young Ladies’
Missionary Society, deserve individual mention beyond the limit of
this space. To emulate the self-sacrifice and devotion bestowed by
the company included in these organizations would be worthy am-
bition of all our membership.

Dec. 19th, 1890, the resignation of the pastor was accepted,
to take effect on or before May 1st, 1891,

Rev. John H. J. Rice of Oakland, Cal., was called to the pastor-
ate of the Church of the Redeemer February, 1891, and began work
April 27, of the same year.

Dr. Rice served the church for thirteen years as pastor, and in
August, 1904, resigned to take a rest at Oberlin, O. The prominent
work of his pastorate was the building of a new and commodious
church edificus at a cost of more than $20,000.00, and its dedication
free of debt.

In April, 1905, Rev. Allen A. Tanner became pastor of the Church,
and lived a beautiful life among us until May 13th, 1909, when the
health of his family necessitated his living in a higher altitude, and
he resigned. Large numbers were added to the church during these
years, and so far as the citizens of Alton were concerned, he was
probably the church’s most beloved pastor.

On January 23, 1910, Rev. L. R. Martin of Sioux Rapids, Iowa,
became pastor of the church. In May, 1914, because of the ill health
of Mr. Martin, the church voted him a four month’s leave of absence
in which to recuperate, but on August 31, the church received his
resignation. Mr. Martin was a sweet singer and helped much with
the music of the church.

On November 8th, 1914, Rev. I. G. McCann of Chicago became
pastor and served us until June 8, 1916, when having been called to
the Mexican border with the regiment of which he was chaplain, he
sent his resignation to the church.

The present pastor, Rev. Charles Cecil Smith of Farragut, Towa
begun his work.with the church December 24th, 1916.

OUR CONSTITUTION.

I. NAME. y

The name of this Church shall be The Church of the Redeemer
of Alton, Illinois; its order Kvangelical Congregational.

II. OBJECT.

Its object shall be 'the Christianization of man; the advancement
of its members in holiness and usefulness, by Christian fellowship
work and worship, and in the use of the Christian ordinances; ac-
knowledging the Divine Redeemer as its Head, and the Scriptures
as its infallible guide in matters of faith, order and discipline.

III. MEMBERSHIP.

The members of this organization shall be such persons as give
credible evidence of Christian character; to be received in accordance
with the Standing Rules of the Church.
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IV. OFFICERS.

The officers of this Church shall be a Pastor, three or more dea-
cons, one or more Deaconesses, a Clerk, a Treasurer, a Benevolent
Treasurer, a Solicitor, an Auditor, a Standing Committee and a Board
of Trustees consisting of five members. The church may appoint
from time to time such other officers or committees as may seem nec-
essary, in accordance with the Standing Rules.

V. ELECTION.
The members of all stated Committees shall be elected by ballot.
VI. PROPERTY.

The property of the Church of the Redeemer may be sold and
conveyed by the trustees of the church, only on the authorization and
direction of ‘the church shown by a vote of the church, taken at a
meeting duly called for that purpose, such vote being passed by a
two-thirds majority of members present having ther ight of suffrage.

VII. ANNUAL AND BUSINESS MEETINGS.

The annual meeting of the church for the election of officers,
hearing of reports, and for the transaction of other business, shall
be held on the first Monday of October, at 7:30 P. M. If for any cause
it fails to be held at that time a quorum, either by proxy or other-
wise, must vote, at the regular hour, for an adjourned meeting to be
held at such time as may be desired; and due notice given of such ad-
journment. Ordinary business may be transacted in connection with
any regular meeting of the church, unless objection be made, in
which case a special meeting shall be called. Special business meet-
ings may be called from time to time as the Standing Rules may pro-
vide.

VII. STANDING RULES AND AMENDMENTS.

This church may from time to time adopt its own Standing Rules
and Regulations, but only in harmony with the laws and customs or
usages of Congregational churches. It may amend this Constitution
by a vote of two-thirds of the members present at any regular meet-
ing at which a quorum, defined in the Standing Rules, is present, or
at any special meeting properly announced, provided such alteration
shall have been proposed at a previous meeting. But it shall have
no power to change its polity or alienate its property from the use
of an Evangelical Trinitarian Congregational Church.

STANDING RULES.

I. MEMBERSHIP.

Section 1. All persons desiring to make a profession of religion
and to unite with this church, having been approved by the Stand-
ing Committee, shall be publicly propounded at least one week pre-
vious to the time of their admission; and, having been received by a
vote of the church, they shall become members by publicly adopting
our Articles of Faith, receiving baptism (if they have not before been
baptized), and entering into covenant with the church., In cases of
extreme sickness or helplessness, rigid adherence to the rules may
be dispensed with; the action of the Standing Committee in such cases
being subject to ratification by the church.

Sec. 2. Members of other churches desiring to unite with us
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shall deliver the proper testimonials to the Standing Committee. If
approved by that committee they shall stand publicly propounded,
at least one week previous to the time of admission; and, having been
received by a vote of the church, shall become members by publicly
entering into covenant with the church. Propounding may be omit-
ted by an unanimous consent of the church.

Sec. 3. A member who may know any reason why a candidate
propounded for admission should not be received into the church,
shall first make such reasons known to the pastor and deacons, and
if they deem it insufficient, he may afterwards make it known to the
church, which body shall take action upon same,

Sec. 4. Requests for letters may be made known at any regular
weekly meeting of the church; and if, at the end of one week, no ob-
jection has been made in writing to the pastor or clerk, the letter
shall then be issued by the clerk. If objection be made the same shall
be reported to the church for its consideration and action.

Sec. 5. Non-resident members are expected to communicate with
the church at least once a year and give good reason for non-trans-
ference of membership to some church near them. If such letters be
not written, upon recommendation of the Standing Committee such
name may, by vote of the church, be placed upon a special member-
ship list, and, at the expiration of five years, be dropped from the
church roll.

Sec. 6. The Standing Committee is expected to report to the
church for similar action, the names of such resident members as
habitually absent themselves from communion or from the stated
Sabbath services of the church. Such persons shall not be entitled
to letters of admission certifying good standing.

Sec. 7. Should any unhappy differences arise between members
of the church, the aggrieved member shall follow in a gentle, Chris-
tian spirit the rules laid down by our Lord in the eighteenth chapter of
Matthew. Should any gross breach of the church covenant or of pub-
lic scandal arise, the Standing Committee shall endeavor to remove
such, and if they fail they shall report the same to the church for
final action. If any matter of grave difficulty arise -in the church,
which it is unable to adjust, it will, if requested, ask the advice of
a mutual council of Congregational churches.

Sec. 8. The censures inflicted upon offenders shall be such as in
the judgment of the church the offender deserves—private reproof,
‘public admonition, temporary suspension from church privileges, or
excommunication. In cases of excommunication, however, notice
shall be given from the pulpit on Sabbath.

II. OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES.

1. The pastor’s duty shall pertain to the preaching of the Gos-
pel, the administering of the sacraments and the conducting of the
public religious services of the church. He shall also be moderator
in the business meetings of the church with such limitations as shall
be defined in the Standing Rules.

2. It shall be the duty of the deacons to prepare for and assist
in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper; to receive and distribute the
charities of the church, and to present a report ‘thereof annually; to
act as spiritual helpers to the pastor, and in his absence to conduct
the social religious meetings of the church. They shall be four in
number and shall be divided into two classes, each to serve two
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years; one class to retire annually and one to be chosen annually, the
same individuals being eligible to re-election.

3. The duties of the deaconesses shall be to visit the sick and
the aged, the poor and the unfortunate of their own sex in the
church; and to take a general interest in such in the parish who are
not under the watch care of any church.

4. The Standing Committee shall consgist of the Pastor, Dea-
cons, Clerk, President of the Senior Christian Fndeavor Society, the
Sunday School superintendent, and three members chosen annually
from among the sisters of the church, preferably the presidents of
the Missionary Societies. The duties of the committee, in addition to
those already stated under the head of membership shall be:

(1) The supervision and selection of such literature as is
needed by the church and Sunday school.

(2) They shall also transact such other business as, from
time to time, may be referred to them by vote of the church.

(3) And they shall have general supervision of the spiritual
interests of the church.

5. The Board of Trustees shall consist of five members, so class-
ed that one shall be retired and one elected at each Annual Meeting,
in addition to filling such vacancies as may occur. The duties of
the Board of Trustees shall be to exercise such control of the church’s
property. as is granted to them by the constitution; to devise ways
and means for sustaining stated preaching of the Gospel and the
administering of the ordinances, according to the doctrines and
usages of Congregational churches; for incidental expenses con-
nected with the church, and to see that all the moneys are deposited
with the treasurer to be disbursed by their sanction, or by vote of the
church. The Clerk shall send a certificate of election of trustees to
office of Recorder of Deeds of Madison County, according to law.

6. It shall be the duty of the clerk of the church to keep a
faithful record of all the doings of the church, including all regular
and special meetings, a chronological list of its members, showing
the time and mode of their admission and dismission, and of their
death, so far as he may be able to ascertain; a list of the children
baptized, and such other matters as the church from time to time
may vote to make matters of record.

7. The Treasurer shall receive funds belonging to,the church,
keep a regular account thereof, noting the objects for which they are
raised; all money raised for the support of public worship or church
work to be disbursed according to the will of the the church or upon
the order of the Board of Trustees.

8. The Benevolent Treasurer shall receive all money received for
benevolent purposes, and shall disburse the same according to the
instructions of the Standing Committee, or the vote of the church.

9. The Auditor shall make a careful examination of the finances
of the church, the receipts and disbursements, and shall compare
the Treasurer’'s accounts with his vouchers and with the reports of
the Trustees and Deacons, and report the result to the church. This
examination to be made upon the reports at the Annual Meeting.

10. It shall be the duty of the Solicitor to mail to each member
of the church a blank form of church subscription, and at the earliest
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date possible following the annual meeting, to put into the hands
of the Treasurer the result of such canvass.

11. The Sunday school officers shall be members of the church
and shall be elected by ballot at the Annual Meetings.

12. The Clerk, Treasurer, Auditor and Solicitor shall be elected
at each Annual Meeting, but in case of any failure to elect these
officers at the stated time, they shall hold over until their successors
are elected, as shall all other officers,

13. Other Committees:

(1) Music Committee. A music committee of six shall be
chosen annually, whose duty it shall be to have general super-
vision of church and Sunday school music, and to decide upon
music leaders for the various services of the church and Sunday
school.

14. Such other committees may be appointed and duties assigned
them as may seem necessary for the best interests of the church.

15. The church shall appoint delegates to represent it in the
meetings of the General Association of Illinois; in the Springfield As-
sociation, and, if deemed expedient in all the ecclesiastical councils
in which it may be invited to participate. The expenses of all such
delegates, with those of the pastor, shall be paid from the funds of
the church. These delegates shall make a brief report of the action
of the bodies to which they were sent to the church.

III, CHURCH SERVICES AND BUSINESS MEETINGS.

1. There shall be two public services on the Sabbath with the
preaching of the Word, unless otherwise voted by the church.

2. The regular weekly prayer meeting shall be held each week
on Thursday evening. k

3. The Lord’s Supper shall be celebrated on the first Sabbath of
each alternate month, commencing with January, or oftener if the
church so elect. The preceding Thursday evening being set apart as
a preparatory meeting.

4. Business meetings for the ordinary business of the church
may be held in connection with. any regular meetings of the church
without previous notice.

5. Special meetings may be called by the Pastor or Deacons, or
shall be called by the Clerk at the written request of five members
of the church, provided there be at least ten days’ notice of the same.

6. The President of the Board of Trustees shall preside at all
special meetings in which financial or property interests of the church
are to be considered and voted upon. The Senior Deacon shall pre-
side at such meetings as especially concern or relate to the pastor of
the church.

IV, SYSTEMATIC BENEVOLENCE.

The church will make contribution each year to each of the seven
benevolent societies of the denomination, unless otherwise ordered by
vote of the church; the general interest of this part of our work to
be under the direction of the Standing Committee.

V. SUNDAY SCHOOL.

1. The church shall have general oversight of the Sunday school.

2. The officers of the Sunday school shall be a Superintendent,
First and Second Assistant Superintendents, Secretary and Treasurer,
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with such other officers as shall from time to time seem necessary.
The term of office shall be one year.

3. These officers shall be elected by the church at the Annual
Meeting of the church.

4. The duties of the Superintendent shall be such as usually de-
volve upon the Superintendent of a Sunday School.

The TFirst Assistant Superintendent shall be assistant to the
Superintendent.

The Second Assistant Superintendent shall have charge of the
Primary Department of the Sunday school, and in conjunction with
the Superintendent shall manage that department,

The duties of all other officers shall be such as usually devolve
upon the several offices to which they are elected.

VI. AMENDMENTS.

1. These rules may be amended or repealed at any Annual Meet-
ing, or any meeting called for that purpose, by vote of two-thirds of
the members present and voting.

2. The Articles of Faith may be amended or changed by a similar
vote, after the proposed changes have been presented at a regular or
special meeting at least one month prior to date of meeting voting
to change said Articles of Faith. Said changes, however, shall not be
of such a nature as to change the faith of the church from that of a
Trinitarian Congregational Church.

3. A quorum for the transaction of business other than such
as may be denominated ordinary, shall be twenty; for ordinary busi-
ness, seven,

i)

CONGREGATIONALISM

A Congregational Church is an independent body, having within
itself all necessary powers of government, discipline, and ownership
of such property as it requires.

Yet, while independent of all judicial or legislative authority
from without, Congregationalism recognizes both the value and ne-
cessity of such fraternal relations for mutual helpfulness as may be
afforded in local, state and national associations and special councils.

Congregationalists require for church membership evidence of
repentance for sin, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and renewed life.
They believe in the new birth and then in the fruits of righteous-
ness. Church membership is not a goal, but a starting point for
those who truly desire to “attain unto the unity of the faith, and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a full grown man, unto a meas-
ure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”

Freedom is allowed for individual interpretation of the Scriptures
as containing the Christian principles of living; choice is given be-
tween immersion and sprinkling in baptism, according to conscience,
although the latter form is the most general with Congregational
Churclies. The use or rejection of liturgical forms is left to the local
church; and individuals are expected to decide mooted questions
touching conduct each for himself, according to the promptings of a
conscience enlightened by the Holy Spirit, guided by the example of
Christ and assisted hy weighing the opinions of older Christians.
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Two distinguishing characteristics of Congregationalism are its
missionary zeal and its regard for education. Congregationalists
founded the first foreign missionary society in this country; they
have produced some of the most successful evangelists, including
President Finney and D. L. Moody; they have taken a leading part in
the newer forms of Christian work, including institutional or open
churches and social settlements. Congregationalists founded nearly
all of the New England colleges, and have planted institutions of
learning in the South and West, as well as the great Middle West.
They led in the industrial training of ‘the Negro and the Indian
through the work of General Armstrong, and first opened common
school in the Mormon communities.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

There was a time when the Church stood as the earthly counter- -
part of the Kingdom of Heaven. She was held to be a divine institu-
tion. Membership was based wholly upon one's attitude toward God.
This attitude was expressed in one’s acceptance of the creeds and
theological dogmas of the Church. Thus church membership was
entirely a matter of beliefs. It insured one of God's protection on
earth and of Heaven after death.

Today, as Congregationalists, we hold to a different view. There
is no less of Divineness clustering about our Church than formerly;
but there is more of humanity. The Church stands for a Divine Ideal
in human hands. Today, church membership is based upon one’s
attitude toward, and relationship to, one’s neighbors, as well as upon
one’s belief. Thus moral character is as essential as creedal state-
ment. The Church, then, becomes the earthly counter part of the
Kingdom only as she accomplishes moral character in men ana
women.

Therefore, the Church is an arm fighyting for right and jus-
tice. Her members are soldiers. Of course, we still expect and
receive, the Divine Presence. This presence, however, finds ex-
pression in our inspiration rather than in mere protection. As sol-
diers we have to work to do—a battle to fight. The supreme motive
of membership must be that of service to our fellow men. It is not
that we might get only, but that we might give as well.

Thus every member is under moral obligation to serve his
Church as best as he can. Broadly speaking, there are two ways in
which we can serve—giving effort and giving money. The Church
needs trustees, deacons, ushers, and singers, etc. Every member
should be willing to do any or all of these tasks in so far as he is
able. Too, the Church must have money. Every member should con-
tribute to the financial needs of the work. To this end, our local
church has adopted the “Every-Member-Canvass” plan. Every mem-
ber is called upon at the first of the year to make their pledge for the
year. It would be ideal if each of us would see our solicitor or treas-
urer and volunteer our pledge. How much should each give? It is
easy to find each one’s share; just divide our yearly budget by our
membership. Of course, some must give more, others less. For in
giving to the church, as in all life, our ability MUST be the measure
of our obligation.
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Brown, Miss Elsie, 229 East Eighth Street
Brown, Rev. Fred H., 2614 State Street
Brown, Mrs. Gertrude (F. H.), 2614 State Street
Brown, Lawrence, 229 East Eighth Street
Burgess, Mrs. Sally, 447 Bluff Street
Busse, Bert, 616 East Third Street
Busse, Mrs. Marie (B), 616 East Third Street
Busse, Marion, 309 Cherry Street
T2 e
Caywood, Mrs. Abbie (L.), 618 East Fifteenth Street
Caywood, Harley B., 618 East Fifteenth Street
Caywood, Lysanius, 618 East Fifteenth Street
Caywood, Mary Eunice, 618 East Fifteenth Street
Chalk, Mrs. Bernice (H.), 720 Langdon Street
Chalk, Hart, 720 Langdon Street
Challacombe, Mrs. A., 315 Danforth Street
Challacombe, Mrs. M. (W), 1010 Phinney Avenue
Challacombe, Miss Sophia, 315 Danforth Street
Challacombe, William, 1010 Phinney Avenue
Coleman, Mrs. Ellen (J. H. C.), 822 East Sixth Street
Coultas, Mrs. Charline (I.), 200 East Fourth Street
sy Wil
Dahlstrom, Mrs. Geo., 201 East Eighth Street
Daniels, Mrs. Julia, 615 Alby Street
Davis, Leroy, 1642 Tremont Street
Davis, Lester, 1126 Pearl Street
Davis, Mrs. Mary, 1042 Tremont Street
Degenhardt, Mrs. Gertrude (B), Patterson Place
Dick, Katie, 444 East Broadway
Dick, Mrs. Lelah (F. A.), 444 East Broadway
Dickenson, Mrs. Grace, 1602 Liberty Street
Dickenson, Harry L., 1602 Liberty Street
Dickenson, Stephen, 1602 Liberty Street
Drury, Mrs. E. L., 1419 Henry Street
Dudley, Miss Irene, 1126 Pearl Street
Dudley, Samuel, 1128 Pearl Street
Duncan, Albert, 410 East Twelfth Street
Duncan, Mrs. Caroline (G. D.), 410 East Twelfth Street
Duncan, George, J., 410 East Twelfth Street
Dykeman, Miss Bessie, 106 East Thirteenth Street
Dykeman, Mrs. Drucilla, 166 East Thirteenth Street
e T
Ernst, Mrs. Julia (L.), 718 East Fourth Street
Ernst, Leo, 718 East Fourth Street
s i
Farley, Mrs. Harriette (S.), 548 East Twelfth Street
Farley, N. Rogers, Leverett Avenue
Farley, Sylvanus C., 548 East Twelfth Street
Ferguson, Miss Bertha, 409 Henry Street
Ferree, Mrs. Dell (F. H.), 201 East Eighth Street
Ferree, Frank H., 201 East Eighth Street




Ferris, Mrs. Alice, 224 State Street
Flynn, Mrs. Aletha (W.), 1000 Langdon Street
Flynn, Miss Amelia A., 1000 Langdon Street
Flynn, William, 1600 Langdon Street
Freidlen, Mrs. Lena, 648 East Broadway
Fries, Miss Irene, 627 East Fifth Street

el
Gardells, John J., 728 East Fifth Street
Gardells, Mrs. Martha (J. J.), 728 East Fifth Street
Gearing, Mrs. Cecelia (R.), 502 East Fifth Street
Gearing, Roy, 502 East Fifth Street
Gent, Mrs. Anna (A.), 819 East Fifth Street
Gent, Miss Virginia, 819 East Fifth Street
Gerard, Harley, J. A., 702 Euclid Place
Gerard, Mrs. Catherine (H. J. A.), 702 Euclid Place
Gilbert, Bruce, 505 Alby Street
Gillham, Miss Olive, Spaulding Building
Glen, Mrs. Edith, 3000 Alby Street
Godard, Ray S., 3122 Leverett Street
Godard, Mrs. Grace (R. 8.), 3122 Leverett Street
Goodner, Grace, 529 East Eighth Street
Goodner, Mrs. Ida (C.), 529 East Eighth Street
Grenzback, Mrs. Alice, Upper Alton
Grosh, Eugene, 1002 Phinney Avenue
Grosh, Mrs. Katherine, 1002 Phinney Avenue
Grosh, Leo, 1002 Phinney Avenue
Guy, Mrs. Lucy, 760 Washington Street

P = i
Haight, Mrs. Gertrude (R. A.), 1129 Warren Avenue
Haight, Lewis S., 1129 Warren Avenue
Haight, Robert A., 1129 Warren Avenue
Haight, Mrs. Sadie (L. S.), 1129 Warren Avenue
Hamilton, Mrs. Catherine, 1600 Langdon Street
Harnish, Mrs. Katherine, 1015 East Sixth Street
Harper, Bruce A., 513 State Street
‘Harris, Miss Emma, 609 East Sixth Street
Hassnauer, Mrs. Mae, Highland Avenue
Hatheway, Miss Louise W., 548 Kast Twelfth Street
Hemphill, Orland, 931 College Avenue
Henderson, Albert J., 721 East Fifth Street
Henderson, Mrs. Anna (A. J.), 721 East Fifth Street
Henderson, Miss Bertha, 805 College Avenue
Henderson, Miss Celia, 805 College Avenue
Henderson, Earl, 721 East Fifth Street
Henderson, Eugene D., 805 College Avenue
Henderson, Mrs. Eva (E. D.), 805 College Avenue
Henderson, Raymond, 721 East Fifth Street
Henderson, Walter, 409 Ridge Street
Hendricks, Evelyn, Wood River.
Henney, E. A., 1631 Central Avenue
Henney, Mrs. E. A, 1631 Central Avenue
Hewitt, Mrs. Alice (H. H.), 1407 Liberty Street
Hewitt, Miss Emily Lou, 1407 Liberty Street

Hewitt, Harold H., 1407 Liberty Street
Hibbard, Mrs. Gertrude (T.), 2720 Powhattan Street
Hibbard, Thomas, 2720 Powhattan Street
Holl, Mrs. Helen, 324 Court Street
Holl, Mrs. Leona L. (J.), 629 East Fifth Street
Hoffmeister, Miss Emma, 205 Elm Street
Hoffmeister, Miss Maria, 205 Elm Street
Holden, Richard, 716 Langdon Street
Hollard, Miss Anna M., 1524 Highland Avenue
Hollard, Miss Cecelia, 1524 Highland Avenue
Hollard, Mrs. Ida, 1524 Highland Avenue
Hollard, Miss Sofia, 1524 Highland Avenue
Horton, Mrs. Charlotte, 1406 Washington Street
Hubbel, Mrs. Jane E. (Wm.), 1208 Alby Street
Hunt, Mrs. Ruth, 623 East Eighth Street
Hunter, Miss Dorothy, 820 East Sixth Street
Jeans, Dr. Myrtle L., 1903 Central Avenue
Juttemeyer, Mrs. Alice (E.), 410 East Ninth Street
Juttemeyer, Edward, 410 East Ninth Street
Juttemeyer, George, 604 Langdon Street
Juttemeyer, Walter, 406 East Ninth Street
i 2L
Keiser, Mrs. Edna S. (A.), 412 East Sixth Street
Koch, Arthur, 608 East Third Street
Koch, Miss Katie, 608 East Third Street
Koch, Miss Lillian, 608 East Third Street
Koch, Mrs. Lillian M. (O.), 400 Henry Street
Koch, Mrs. Mabel (E.), 325 Langdon Street
Koch, Oscar, 400 Henry Street
Kremer, Edward W. H., 217 East Broadway
Krinard, Miss Tillie N., 906 East Seventh Street
Kuhn, Miss Florence, 617 Spring Street
i)
Levis, Mrs. Pauline (H. R.), 760 Washington Street
Long, Mrs. George W., 325 Langdon Street
Lowe, Mrs. Emma (M. J.), 1307 Washington Street
i, Y s
Mackinaw, Mrs. Emma B., 867 Washington Street
Masel, Miss Helen, 607 Henry Street
Maxfield, Mrs. Alice (J. B.), 720 Grove Street
Maxfield, Mrs. Amelia (0. W.), 720 Grove Street
Maxfield, Josiah B., 720 Grove Street
Maxfield, Oscar W., 720 Grove Street .
Merritt, Dr. Nina P., 616 East Third Street
Mertsch, Mrs. Anna M., 915 East Seventh Street
Messenger, Mrs. Helen B.; 1406 Washington Street;
Meyers, Miss Callie, 821 Arch Street

. Meyers, Miss Rosalia, 821 Arch Street

Meyers, William, 821 Arch Street

Miller, Geo. Z., Wood River

Miller, Mrs. Mary, Wood River

Miller, Mrs. Mary, 301 East Twelfth Street




Williams, Miss Henrietta, 828 Alton Street

Worth, Mrs. Edith M. (G.), 521 Danforth Street
by

Yost, Benjamin, 811 Royal Street

Yost Mrs. Katherine F. (H. R.), 318 Ridge Street

Yost Henry R., 318 Ridge Street

Youngblood, Adolph H., 1723 Maupin Avenue

Absentee Members.

Armstrong, Mrs. Helen, Philadelphia, Pa.
Bell, Edward, Oak Park, Il

Bolton, Carl, Bridgeton, N. J.

Bolton, Floyd, Bridgeton, N. J.

Bolton, Onor O., Bridgeton, N. J.
Bucher, Eugene, St. Louis, Mo.
Branning, Mrs. Hugh, East St. Louis, Ill.
Casey, Mrs. Effie, St. Louis, Mo.
Colebrook, Mrs. Alferetta, St. Louis, Mo.
Crist, George, Keokuk, Ia.

Crist, Mrs. Mae, Keokuk, Ia.
Cuthbertson, Earl, Davenport, Ia.
Cuthbertson, Mrs. Myrtle, Davenport, Ia.
Flynn, Ralph G., Kansas City, Mo.
Glenn, Miss Helen, St. Louis, Mo.

Glenn, Miss Marguerite, St. Louis, Mo.
Glover, Mrs. Estella N.

Haley, Miss Alvina, St. Louis, Mo.
Haley, Mrs. Emma, St. Louis, Mo.
Hazeltine, Mrs. Rachel, Mlnneapohs Minn.
Hoenner, Mrs. Sophle, Belleville, Ill.
Hoppe, Mrs. Louis, St. Louis, Mo.
Hurlbutt, Francis L., St. Louis, Mo.
Hurlbutt, Gould A., Detroit, Mich.
Juttemeyer, Frank, St. Louis, Mo.
Kempland, A. B., St. Louis, Mo.
Kempland, Mrs. A. B., St. Louis, Mo.
Leady, Mrs. Maude, Campsville, Ill.
McGinnis, Mrs. Della, Netcong, N. J.
McGinnis, James D., Netcong, N. J.
McMullen, Mrs. Eleanor, Cleveland, Ohio
Nelson, Charles C.

Norman, Mrs. Dorothy, Baltimore, Ohio.
Pates, Mrs. Eliza, Chicago, Ill.

Peck, Miss Anna, Champaign, Ill,
Quarton, Mrs. Flora, Akron, Ohio
Rothacher, John, Chicago, Ill.

Rothacher, Mrs. John, Chicago, Ill.
Rutledge, Mrs. Lena E., St. Louis, Mo.
Starr, Miss Gladys

Watson, Mrs. Martha L., St. Louis, Mo.
Westerman, Mrs. Carrie (Wm.), Detroit, Mich.

‘Westerman, William, Detroit, Mich.

White, Mrs. Lillian, Denver, Il







