
INTERVIEW AND TAPE SUMMARY



Biographical Summary of Mary Spaich

Mary Spaich was born on April 16th , 1916 in Granite City, Illinois. Bom of 

Serbian parents, Mary is the first child to have been born in America. Mary’s parents left 

Yugoslavia in 1914, and moved to Tri-City Park, near Madison, and then ultimately to 

the Lincoln Place Neighborhood.

When Mary graduated from high school, she began working as a sales clerk, and 

eventually moved her way up to the position of department manager. Mary met her

future husband Michael while she was at a wake for one of the residents of Lincoln Place.

The two started dating, and in 1952, Mary and Michael were married. The couple 

decided to stay in the Lincoln Place neighborhood. Over the years the couple had three 

children, however, one of their daughters was stillborn.

Mary’s husband Michael worked for McDonald Douglas as a template maker. 

Mary thinks the world of Michael. She has stated that he was an excellent husband, 

father, and grandfather, who always took care of the family. Michael past away a few 

years ago on Christmas. Mary misses him dearly, but says that her life has been great.

Mary recalls all of her fond memories growing up in Lincoln Place. She recalls 

playing with her girlfriends, and the convenience of life growing up in Lincoln Place.

She remembers how life used to be, and how the neighborhood has changed. Mary is not 

content with the way in which Lincoln Place stands today. She believes that the way of 

life has simply changed, and she is happy that she had the opportunity to grow up in her 

generation. In the meantime, Mary enjoys spending time with her children and 

grandchildren who reside in the area. Mary is still very much active within her religion 

of Serbian Orthodox. Whenever she has the opportunity to do so, Mary likes speaking



Serbian with her friends. She explains that she can not complain about her life, and 

wishes that everybody could have shared the experience.
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