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Some people would look at Luis Ybarra’s life and claim that not much has 

happened; for he lives in the house he was bom in, and has kept the first real job he has 

ever had for 23 years. However, it takes some deeper introspection of his life to realize

that Luis is a man who, when he finds something he likes, sticks with it.

Luis Ybarra is a lifelong resident of the Lincoln Place neighborhood in Granite 

City, EL. He was bom on May 6th, 1957 to Mexican immigrant parents who were living 

in Lincoln Place. Luis’ father was 18 years older than his mother, so when they were 

married in 1951, his father had already been living in the neighborhood since 1924. His 

father had already been married and divorced by the time he married Luis’ mother, and as 

a result, Luis has several half-siblings, two of which lived in the house when he was

growing up.

Luis attended St. Joseph’s Catholic School through the 8th grade, and then, after 

high school, attended SIDE to pursue a degree in Commercial Art. When he found that 

that major was not offered he attempted to earn a degree in Art Education. After a few 

semesters, Luis dropped out of college and was soon offered a job that he would find 

very rewarding. Another longtime Lincoln Place resident, and fellow Mexican, Johnny 

Valencia, offered Luis a job with the Madison County Highway department. Johnny 

asked that Luis stay on the job for at least a year so Johnny wouldn’t be made to look 

bad. Luis agreed to the stipulation, and has kept the job for the 23 years since.



After starting his new job, Luis soon found another love of his life, his wife 

Phyllis. Phyllis grew up in nearby Madison, EL, and was living in Lincoln Place and 

renting from Luis’ sister when they met, and in 1994, they were married. When they met, 

Luis was living with his brother one street over, but after they were married, Luis’ father 

gave them his house as a wedding present. Luis and Phyllis have two young sons, and all 

indications point to their growing up in Lincoln Place, too.

Outside family and work, Luis is also interested in his Mexican heritage. In 1926,

his father and five others founded the Mexican Honorary Commission in Lincoln Place.

Luis is now a member of this club that helps promote heritage through Mexican fiestas

and dances. He also enjoys authentic Mexican food, and remembers the pleasure from 

eating the food his mother would cook.

On the surface, it appears that Luis Ybarra’s life is not very interesting. However, 

after closer inspection, one can see that Luis is a man that knows what he likes, and when 

he finds something that he likes, he sticks with it.


