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lone Gorham has lived her entire eighty-five years in Alton. During those 

eighty-five years she has seen a lot of change in Alton. When she was growing up or 

“coming up” as she likes to say, they had no street lights in her neighborhood and she 

rode the streetcar to school for a mere four cents.

lone Gorham was born in Alton in 1916. She grew up as an only child, but not a 

lonely child since she had many friends and cousins, lone likes to tell the story of how 

it wasn’t until sixty years later in 1976 that she finally got her birth certificate.

Apparently when she was born the doctor never filled one out for her. Fortunately for 

her, in those days you did not need a birth certificate to register for school, go to 

college, or get a job. She attended the local public schools in Alton and Shurtleff 

College. Like many Altonians, lone stayed in Alton to teach in the very school district 

she attended. After her and her husband were married they bought a piece of land 

and had a house built for themselves. This is the same house lone lives in today.

One of the biggest changes lone has seen over the years is integration. She 

has many stories to tell. Stories about how her mother had her at home because she 

was not allowed to go to the hospital, or about how in high school she and her friends 

always had a day off from school so that the white students could take a field trip of a 

boat ride down the river, and lastly about how as a teacher she was invited to lunch 

but told they hoped she would not accept. For many people, incidents like this might 

make them bitter or resentful, but not lone. She says her mother really educated her 

conscience and taught her to like people for who they are and not by their race. An 

attitude like that has made lone Gorham a happy healthy person.


