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To: Dr. Anne Valk
From: Tina M. Young
Date: 06 Dec 01
Subject: Biographical essay for Annette Simpkins; Lincoln Place
Annette Simpkins was born on 03 Feb 1931 in Granite City, IL, and
lived in Lincoln Place until she married in 1952. Her father, Aranos
Vartanian, arrived in the United States in 1905, and her mother, Biazar,
arrived in 1908. Her mother was sent to the United States by her
parents in the hope that she would have a better life. She married
Aranos shortly after her arrival, and they had five daughters. As the
youngest, Annette stated that she felt like and outsider because all her
sisters were so much older than her. Although she speaks fluent
Armenian, she never learned how to read and write the language.
Annette's father worked several different jobs, from the American
Steel company, to peddling fruit and vegetables from the back of his
truck throughout Granite City. He also owned the first movie theater in
Granite City, but this was before Annette's birth. Her mother hand made
all the girls clothes, and was described by Annette in modest and sad
terms. As a child, Annette helped her father peddle fruits and
vegetables on the weekends and during summer vacations from school. 1In
addition, Annette told many humorous family stories, such as the time
her father was busted by the FBI for boot-legging, and the time she
accidentally sabotaged her father's chance at getting his citizenship
papers. Annette met her now divorced husband at the nearby army depot,
and was regretful at not teaching her children to speak Armenian.
Annette shared many vignettes about the neighborhood, and some very
definite opinions about how, and why, the neighborhood changed after

WWII.



